
 BLACK SWAMP BIRD OBSERVATORY 

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0  

BSBO NEWS Or visit us online at... 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Director’s Perch/Biggest Week 2 

Volunteer Profile   6 

Conservation    7 

Education     9 

Research    10 

Help Us Help the Birds  13 

Birder Tea Fundraiser   14 

Killdeer Plains Field Trip  15 

Thank You to Our Donors  16 

 
 
 
Teaming Research  
 
With Education  
 
To Promote  
 
Bird Conservation 

Black-and-white Warbler by Nate Koszycki 

OYBC Conference Field Trip by 
Jamie Cunningham 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S PERCH 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

P A G E  2  

Black Swamp 
Bird Observatory 

 

Teaming Research with 
Education to Promote  

Bird Conservation 
 

13551 W. State Rt. 2 
Oak Harbor, OH 43449 

419-898-4070 
www.bsbo.org 

 

Staff Members  
 

 Kimberly Kaufman 
Executive Director 

 
Jasmine Cupp 

Chief Operating Officer 
 

Mark Shieldcastle  
Research Director  

 
Laura Guerard 

Education Director  
 

Jason Guerard 
Outreach Director 

 
Ashli Gorbet 

Banding Projects Manager   
 

Ryan Jacob 
Staff Ornithologist  

 
 

Board of Directors 
 
 

Don Bauman 
Chair 

 
Margy Trumbull 

Vice Chair  
 

Michelle Klement  
Treasurer 

 
 Rob Ripma 

Secretary  
 

Directors  
Craig Caldwell 
Karen Fraker  

Diane Friedman 
Clare Hylant 

Joe Komorowski 
Annie Lindsay 
Tom Palmer 

Ram Ramamurthy 
George Sydlowski 

Sallie Traxler  

Dear Friends: 
 
It was with the heaviest of hearts that we shared the news that the 2020 Biggest Week In 
American Birding had been cancelled. We've known in our minds what we must do. But our 
hearts were having a hard time letting go.  
 
With the potential of the impacts of COVID-19 likely to stretch on for many weeks, even if the all-
clear is given soon, at this point the BSBO team does not feel confident that we could deliver the 
kind of quality experience that has become the signature of The Biggest Week. And while birds 
and birding are important to all of us, protecting people is paramount.  
 
We are immensely grateful to all of the volunteers, partners, speakers, and sponsors who put so 
much into preparations for the event this year. Part of the difficulty in accepting the inevitable 
was the painful process of sharing this news with them first. 
 
We're not sure anyone can fully understand the weight of the magnitude of this decision and its 
impact to thousands of people, to the NW Ohio business community, and to the Black Swamp 
Bird Observatory mission. Our staff is heartbroken. It's as if we spent an entire year creating a 
masterpiece that we're now unable to share with people. But share it we will!  With all the work 
that's been done for this year, we will be so far ahead of the game next year that there's no 
doubt that the 2021 Biggest Week In American Birding will be the BEST EVER!  So mark your 
calendars NOW for May 7-16, 2021 and join us for the 2021 Biggest Week In American Birding 
and the most amazing migration celebration of all time!  
 
THE FUTURE: ONWARD BLACK SWAMP BIRD OBSERVATORY 
We are all adapting our lives to protect ourselves AND to protect others. BSBO is adapting, too. 
Our staff is working from home, and in addition to postponing the Biggest Week until 2021, 
we've suspended our spring songbird research operation, and our nature store is closed 
indefinitely.   
 
THE BIRDS NEED BSBO - AND BSBO NEEDS YOU 
With the cancellation of the festival, the financial loss to BSBO this spring will be significant. Our 
organization manages support very wisely, and while we do have reserve funds to continue 
operating in a limited capacity for several months, your support is more important to us than 
ever before.  
 

              Donate $25 or more before May 1 and you'll be entered to win  
        our amazing Birding Optics Prize Package valued at more than $6,000. 
                       We'll announce the lucky winner on May 8, 2020. 
 
We understand that these are difficult financial times, but if you have the ability to invest in 
BSBO's mission, we give you our word that we will continue to do all the great things we do for 
birds with your support. To make a donation visit BSBO.ORG/DONATE  
                                                                             
Please be safe, be well, and thank you for believing in us.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Kimberly Kaufman 
Executive Director  
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Even while we're all trying to remain as isolated as possible, people have come together to support Black Swamp Bird Observatory! 
Our hardest working and most dedicated volunteers didn't bat an eye when we told them we were cancelling the Biggest Week, 
they simply said they'd be ready to rock for 2021! (We love and appreciate all of you so much!)  And words will fail to convey the 
overwhelming gratitude we feel for the following sponsors who, upon receiving the news that the festival would have to be 
cancelled, said KEEP OUR SPONSORSHIP MONEY and use it to sustain BSBO's mission.  
 

KIRTLAND'S WARBLER LEVEL SPONSORS  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BAY-BREASTED WARBLER LEVEL SPONSORS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER LEVEL SPONSORS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
MAGNOLIA WARBLER      YELLOW WARBLER  

                         LEVEL SPONSORS                   LEVEL SPONSORS 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  
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Since we shared the heartbreaking news that the 2020 

Biggest Week was cancelled, SO MANY WONDERFUL 

PEOPLE have asked if they could purchase some sort of 

2020 Biggest Week Tribute t-shirt. 

As of today, the answer is a resounding YES!! 

The extraordinarily talented team of Paul Riss & Rachel 

Riordan at PRBY apparel has designed a fabulous t-shirt 

that manages to capture birder pride, a spirit of unity in 

a time of isolation, and the love we all share for the 

Biggest Week. And to help recover from the financial 

loss of cancelling the festival, 100% of the proceeds will 

benefit Black Swamp Bird Observatory to allow us to 

come back stronger than ever in 2021!  

Available in sizes small through 5XL and in one bold 

blue color to add to the sense of unity. 

                       Here’s the link to order yours TODAY! https://www.startfamous.com/bsbo  

GROUPS COME TOGETHER TO SUPPORT BSBO!  

The Rogue Birders have been part of The Biggest 
Week in one way or another since 2013. Whether 
simply as participants in the early days, to being 
volunteer tour leaders and drivers for the past 5 
years. Together, we have made so many friends 
and created uncountable memories at the 
festival. And we have seen SO MANY BIRDS! 
 
The cancellation of #BWIAB2020 affects so much 
more than our birding plans for spring. The 
planning, preparation, vendors, sponsors, BSBO 
staff, and all of the volunteers are greatly 
affected. The amount of money that will be lost 
by the communities in Northwest Ohio is 
staggering. And finally, the funding that BSBO 
needs to do all of the amazing conservation work 
that they are best known for has been 

catastrophically diminished. 
 
The Rogue Birders felt they needed to do something to try to help BSBO during this crisis. Working with Bruce Miller of 
the Ohio Ornithological Society (OOS) and Rob Ripma of Sabrewing Nature Tours, they have put together this BSBO Shirt 
fundraiser. All proceeds from the shirts and sweatshirts will be donated to Black Swamp Bird Observatory via the OOS! You 
can help, too! Buy a shirt for yourself, a friend, a neighbor,  or a complete stranger! Or buy 2 - or 10!  You can also donate 
on the page and all donations will go to  Black Swamp Bird Observatory!   
 

                                            Order yours TODAY! https://www.bonfire.com/store/roguebirders/  

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  
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The BSBO team  

is thrilled to introduce 

a fun and exciting  

new online  

education series... 

Here's how it works.   
 

Each month, the BSBO research and education teams will hide several 
bird images throughout various websites. Your job as a field assistant 

is to locate every bird, collect and record several data points, and 
submit your research for analysis. 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

BIRDING AT HOME 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THIS MONTH’S HIDDEN BIRDS 

Head on over to www.bsbo.org/birding-at-home  
to learn more!  
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VOLUNTEER 

S P O T L I G H T 
Terry Breymaier 

To say that Terry Breymaier gives back to his community 
would be a vast understatement. He has volunteered his 
time and talents across Lucas, Ottawa, and Erie Counties 
for many years. That is why we are honoring Terry with the 
first Volunteer Spotlight of 2020. 
 
Terry has been a staple in helping build Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory—literally! In 2005-2006 when BSBO moved 
from downtown Oak Harbor to Magee Marsh, Terry 
helped work on the new facility so it was ready to house 
the staff and be open to the public. Terry also oversaw the 
construction of the BSBO photo blind, which was an Eagle 
Scout project in 2013. He also had a hand in helping 
construct the Navarre Banding Station building and 
boardwalks which are still in use today.  He’s also been a 
field trip driver for The Biggest Week In American Birding, 
and for all these reasons—and many more!—Terry was 
recognized as a BSBO Volunteer of the Year. 
 
Many more organizations have heaped accolades upon 
him, including the Kiwanis Frederick Hansen Humanitarian 
Award, the Exchange Club’s Book of Good Deeds Award, 
and Metroparks Toledo’s Oak Tree Award, the Toledo Area 
Boy Scout Council’s Silver Beaver Award, and in 2009 he 
was selected Person of the Year by the Eastern Maumee 
Bay Chamber of Commerce.   
 
Terry is a member of the Waite High School’s Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame, he has served as President of the East 
Toledo Club, Oregonians, Friends of Pearson Metropark, 
Funeral Directors Association of Northwest Ohio, and 
Memorial United Church of Christ. Terry has been a 
member of the Eggleston Meinert & Pavley Funeral Homes 
since 1965 and has been a licensed funeral director and 
embalmer for over 40 years. He retired in 2012, however, 
continues to work occasionally at the funeral home. 
 
One of Terry’s greatest memories is being a part of the 
Pearson North Metropark dedication on August 30, 2009. 
In 1991-1992, Terry helped establish the Friends of 
Pearson Park group. Through a lot of hard work and 
patience, the park changed landownership and was able to 
be dedicated as a metropark in 2009. 
 
He and his wife Mary have two children, Rob and 
Meredith, and five grandchildren, Harrison, Vivek, 
Hamilton, Addison, and Anderson. 
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SPECIES PROFILE 
Name: Northern Shrike, Lanius borealis 
Banding ALPHA code: NSHR 
Identifying characteristics: Brownish to gray body. A 
narrow black mask. Black wings, with white patch and 
black tail, with white on outer tail feathers. 
Preferred habitat: Nests in northern open spruce woods 
while it spends winters in open habitats with scattered 
shrubs and trees. 
Song: Repeated, mechanical “kdldi or plid-plid” calls as 
well as nasal “fay fay”, “reed, reed, reed,” and harsh, dry 
‘shraaaa”. 
Northwest Ohio migration fact: While you just may see a 
Northern Shrike in the exposed landscape along the 
causeway at Magee Marsh, Killdeer Plains, or Sandy Ridge 
Reservation in winter months, you may also have luck 
amongst the eastern red cedars at Lakeside Daisy State 
Nature Preserve or the rare ecosystem at North Shore 
Alvar Nature Preserve. These limestone plains provide the 
northern shrike with stunted trees and shrubs along with 
low pockets of grasslands scattered across the bare 
limestone cobble and bedrock that hosts its prey. 
Cool fact: These killer songbirds must act fast to break 
the neck and subdue their prey (rodents, small birds, 
insects, etc.) since they lack much of the muscle strength 
raptors have for hunting. For this, they have a sharp, 
hooked bill. Keep an eye on thorny locust trees or barbed 
wire fence where shrikes are known to hang their prey 
until they’re ready to consume. 
Sources: Sibley, Audubon, ODNR Division of Natural 
Areas and Preserves. 

This species profile was compiled by Black Swamp Bird Observatory member Tyler Brown of Port Clinton, Ohio. If you are interested 
in submitting a bird species profile, email jasminecupp@bsbo.org. 

<< A HUGE Black Swamp Bird Observatory THANK YOU to Ohio 
Young Birders Club Central Ohio Chapter advisor, Darlene Sillick, 
OYBC member Stephen Bischoff, his dad, Tim, and Charlie Zepp, for 
the fabulous new bird feeding station for the BSBO Anna Macke 
Mikolajczyk Window on Wildlife!  

>> A portion of the funds 
awarded to Black Swamp 
Bird Observatory by Ohio 
EPA's Ohio Environmental 
Education Fund (OEEF) were 
used to achieve the goals of 
the 2019 Annual Ohio Young 
Birders Conference. 
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 CONSERVATION REPORT 
Responsible Wind Energy 
 
The Conservation Committee has continued its activities in opposing the 
actions by wind energy developers that rely upon faulty ecological 
science to justify their site selection for placing their wind turbines. We 
must reiterate that Black Swamp Bird Observatory is not against 
renewable energy – we recognize the need for renewable energy in the 
national and global efforts to eliminate the generation of greenhouse 
gases, a goal fundamental to the slowing and potential mitigation of 
climate change. However, we cannot sit back and abide the use of 
faulty science by developers to exonerate their purely expedient site 
selection process, where the impact of turbines upon the fragmentation 
of habitat and survival of avian and bat species is a mere afterthought. 
We further recognize the fundamental roles played by avian and bat 
species in the health and sustainability of the ecological web of life, 
nature as we know it, and so continue to try and sustain their well-
being, because in the end it is our own well-being as well that is at 
stake. 
 
As a case in point, the Icebreaker Wind project would place 6-7 turbines 
in Lake Erie, directly in the middle of the Central Basin, a designated 
Globally Important Bird Area. The GIBA designation is not given lightly 
or without substantiation. It is the wintering grounds for up to 40% of 
the global population of Red-breasted Mergansers, as well as other 
waterfowl. It is the migration route where many warblers and other 
songbirds cross the lake going both North in the spring and South in the 
fall. It has been shown to be the fall migration route for the Kirtland’s 
Warbler on their return to the wintering grounds in the Bahamas. Yet, 
the developer, Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation (LEEDCo), 
has stated in their “science” that birds don’t cross the lake, and propose 
that they fly around it instead.  They conclude that the project poses 
minimal risk to birds and bats, ignoring that 
the site is in a GIBA and is trafficked by both 
birds and bats. 
 
This project was presented before the Ohio 
Power Siting Board (OPSB) in 2013. At that 
time the LEEDCo personnel were promoting 
the project by promising that their vision 
was to have an additional 1400-1500 
turbines on the lake once the initial 6-7 
turbines proved it could be done. They 
promised 800 jobs would result from the 
build out. Now, eight years later, they deny 
they have actual plans for such a build out. 
The project, they say, is “only” a pilot 
project, as if to say “What harm can 6-7 
turbines do?” 
 
With all the above in mind, the current 
status of the project is that it is finally 
before the board of the OPSB awaiting a 
decision on whether to issue a Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public 
Need, which would grant permission to 
begin construction when all the conditions 
and stipulations of their application are 
met. 

There is a wrinkle in the process that did not go unnoticed by BSBO, and 
our partner in opposition to this project, the American Bird Conservancy 
(ABC). LEEDCo applied for a Department of Energy (DOE) grant to the 
tune of $40 million dollars to sustain the costs of early development 
work. 
 
In response, The DOE took all the faulty science provided by LEEDCo, 
doing no ecological work of their own, and wrote and Environmental 
Assessment (EA). The EA contained the reports and echoed the 
conclusions of LEEDCo stating that the project proposed minimal risk to 
birds and bats, in part because, they say, birds don’t cross the lake, they 
go around. The EA was passed on to the Army Corps of Engineers for 
review and the ACE gave it tacit approval. As a result of this superficial 
review by both the DOE and the ACE, and because it resulted in the 
awarding of $40 million to LEEDCo even before the project has finished 
review by the OPSB, BSBO and ABC have filed suit against the DOE and 
the ACE for failing to live up to the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Clean Water Act (CWA). We 
ask in the complaint that the DOE require a full Environmental Impact 
Study (EIS), as we believe is required by the NEPA, and that the granting 
of funds to LEEDCo be held up until such time as the EIS is completed 
and reviewed by DOE and ACE. 
 
In short, the science is shoddy, and the developers show no genuine 
interest in habitat disruption or species mortality. We find it appalling 
that the position of the Ohio Environmental Council and the Ohio Sierra 
Club is to support the Icebreaker Wind project, seemingly regardless of 
the ecological issues. Their position seems to be that climate change 
mitigation trumps everything, even biodiversity and its sustainability, a 
position we cannot and will not take. We believe, and indeed hope, that 
climate change mitigation by developing renewable energy sources can 
be smarter and more nuanced than that. 

Designated Globally Important Bird 
Area indicated in red. Map from 
National Audubon Society. 
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 CONSERVATION REPORT  

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONSERVATION EFFORTS  AT BSBO.ORG 

Responsible Cat Ownership Program 
 
The Conservation Committee has been working with the village of Oak 
Harbor to bring about a fully developed program to address the 
problem of free-roaming cats. Numerous studies indicate that cats are 
the number one cause of avian mortality, killing billions of birds every 
year. We also know that the lives of roaming cats are full of disease and 
danger both to themselves and to the humans around them. 
 
The program began taking form with the passage of a village ordinance 
making it illegal to feed or foster feral cats. An aftercare program was 
established whereby captured feral cats were evaluated by a 
veterinarian and made ready for adoption; or if their health was poor 
and their survival was in question, they would be euthanized. The first 
40 cats were all successfully placed in homes. 
 
BSBO has received a private donation to be used in our effort to change 
the Ohio Revised Code related to cats as companion animals and 
expand the existing dog licensing law so that cat ownership is regulated 
by the same laws as dogs. 

 
We’re also working to develop materials that will allow us to promote 
our Responsible Cat Ownership program to other municipalities and 
organizations including information packets to be distributed to 
interested parties which would contain the following: 1) why roaming 
cats are a danger to birds and humans; 2) a copy of the ordinance; 3) 
aftercare protocols; 4) testimony and anecdotal evidence of the success 
of the program. 
 
We have generated interest as far away as California, where others are 
waiting for a copy of the information packet to show them how to 
proceed. 
 
We count this as a great success on the Conservation Committee that 
has been over five years in the making. Our work is becoming a model 
for others to follow, and all for the benefit of the birds, the cats, and 
ultimately for ourselves as well. 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory's  
Michael Hutchins Memorial 
Conservation Fund 
Expand. Enhance. Enjoy. 
 
Promoting the cause of bird conservation is at the heart of Black 
Swamp Bird Observatory's Biggest Week In American Birding. 
Michael Hutchins Memorial Conservation Fund, formerly known 
as The Biggest Week Conservation Fund, is used for improving 
and expanding habitats for birds - something that Michael 
Hutchins worked hard to do during his time with us. 
 
In 2019, Conservation Funds went towards the Oak Harbor Bird-
Safe/Birder-Friendly Community Roaming Cat Program. 
Domestic cats make wonderful companions when kept indoors 
or allowed outside only when confined. When allowed to roam, 
they are nonnative predators that kill billions of birds each year. 
(Yes, billions with a B.) And outdoor cats often suffer 
unspeakable living conditions. The more we can work towards a 
reasonable solution the more it benefits birds, people, and the 
cats, too! 
 
Future goals are to build this legislation and the capture, assess, 
and home program into a model for other areas dealing with 
this serious problem.  

 
The 2017 and 2018 Conservation Fund recipient was Standing 
Rush. Standing Rush is working on the restoration of over 600 
acres of land and water located on the south shore of Sandusky 
Bay. Standing Rush was founded as a conservation real estate 
company specializing in the restoration and preservation of 
ecologically sensitive areas in northwest Ohio. 
 
To learn more about the fund or to donate, visit 
biggestweekinamericanbirding.com/michael-hutchins-memorial
-conservation-fund. 
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Project SNOWstorm 
 
What a start to the winter season! First, in late December 2019, a long 
missing friend reappeared at old haunts just to the north of BSBO. Not 
heard from since April 2016 during her second invasion to the south, 
Buckeye, “our” Snowy Owl – originally banded and tagged by BSBO in 
January 2015 – was recaptured at Detroit Metro Airport (DTW) by 
wildlife biologist Selena Creed working for the Airport Authority. Still 
wearing her backpack transmitter – although no longer recording data – 
Buckeye had become one of the oldest owls on record for Project 
SNOWstorm. The inoperative transmitter was removed and sent back to 
the manufacturer with hopes of providing additional data that may be 
stored in its memory. A flury of phone calls circulated in an attempt to 
get a new transmitter outfitted to continue data gathering. 
Unfortunately a series of events including holidays, cancelled travel, 
and logistics to get a transmitter to Ohio resulted in her release 50 miles 
north of the airport; with the hopes that if we were to see her again, we 
would be ready. 
 
Within days, word came that Selena had captured a second owl. This 
one – a small male – could be held for a couple of days to allow for a 
(frantic) shipment of a transmitter and harness to the BSBO team to 
outfit him with. To make a long (and intense) story short, the owl was 
transported to BSBO and the team successfully outfitted the bird with 
his own transmitter. Thus, Wolverine was introduced to the 
SNOWstorm family. By law, this owl had to be released back in 
Michigan, so Selena transported him back to the north, miles away from 
the airport.  
 
And… Wolverine began his trek back to DTW. He had reached Pontiac to 
the north of the airport when transmitter signals indicated a problem. 
There had been no movement for several days near a heavily traveled 
intersection in town. Selena headed to the site with the worst 

conclusions in mind, but found only the transmitter; no bird, no 
feathers, no harness. The most positive conclusion among many was 
that somehow Wolverine had succeeded in dismantling the knots 
holding the transmitter to the harness. Highly unlikely, but not 
unprecedented. The answer came a few days later when Selena spotted 
Wolverine back at the airport with the harness still in place. Good news: 
he was alive. Bad news: he was back at the airport!  
 
So (challenge accepted) the quest to recapture had begun. After all, it 
was owl 1 and humans 0, and we wanted that harness to hopefully 
determine the cause of failure. Selena went back to work immediately 
in January 2020, and quickly captured owl number three. But it wasn’t 
Wolverine; it was Buckeye. She too had returned to the airport. Now, 
with Wolverine’s transmitter in hand, plans were quickly made to get 
her back to BSBO to implement the original plan with this historic owl. 
The team assembled and this big owl was returned to the site of her 
first outfitting in 2015 for a new backpack and with hopes of advancing 
the knowledge of this magnificent species through a veteran owl with a 
well-documented past.  
 
This time she was going to be released in the same place as her original 
tagging, south of the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area in the fields of Ottawa 
County, Ohio. It worked in 2015; maybe it would work again in 2020 
and keep her from DTW. We wonder, does any of this still exist in her 
memory? These strange creatures being a little “fresh” in handling, this 
strange thing strapped to her back (which she had just become free of), 
these Ottawa County fields that were not her choice. We will never 
know, but her first night’s movement was very similar to 2015, with a 
direct flight west towards the interchange of I-280 and the turnpike and 
the small Toledo Executive Airport. Did this have significance, or was 
this just something that resembled the tundra of the arctic?  
 
That is where the similarities to 2015 ended though. This time, Buckeye 
started up the I-75 corridor and directly to – you guessed it! – DTW. 
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Through dodged attempts, Selena tried throughout 
winter to recapture Wolverine. Unfortunately, like so 
many other Snowy Owls, as winter ended, he receded 
back to the north in search of the true tundra and a 
summer nesting location. 
 

Oak Openings Pine 
Management and Long-
term Monitoring Support 
 
Conservation is an important concept for this time on 
our planet and it is also a core value of what Black 
Swamp Bird Observatory (BSBO) was founded on and 
continues to champion. However, it is often forgotten 
that conservation is not a science, but a philosophy. It 
requires the support of sound science, but is a 
pathway to a desired result. 
 
While the Oak Openings is home to numerous rare 
and endangered plants and wildlife, considerable 
habitat alteration has occurred over the past hundred 
plus years, shaping what we think of as the Oak 
Openings today. In its early years, hundreds of acres of 
conifers were planted throughout the preserve under 
what were considered best management practices at 
the time. Now, 40-90 years later, many of these 
introduced stands are collapsing from age, disease, 
and pest damage. 
 
To address this issue, Metroparks Toledo created an 
Oak Openings Pine Management Plan and offered 
BSBO the opportunity in 2019 to gather scientific data 
on avian response to land management issues. Due to 
the timing of this offer, BSBO was not able to execute 
a full-blown study in 2019, but was able to develop a 
pilot project near the end of the breeding season. 
General conclusions could be made from the sparse 
data gathered, but what this pilot project truly 
revealed was that it would take far more observation and documentation 
to assess how birds were using the habitats of Oak Openings.      
 
BSBO met with Metroparks Toledo and Katie Ware, a graduate student 
from Bowling Green State University and avian research technician from 
BSBO, to develop an in-depth study design to gather detailed information 
on bird use of the pine stands and neighboring habitats to inform 
management and development of a long-term monitoring study. 
This graduate study has the goals of establishing a graduate level project 
to address avian use and success in the various habitat components 
identified of interest with pine management in the Oak Openings. A 
graduate project will provide the personnel dedicated to look at the 
details needed to address management questions and a long-term 
monitoring program. 
 
This project should, at minimum, include components of the following: 

 Larger sample size for the four strata of Red and White Pine 
management and control stands 

 Address breeding success (nest attempts, success, brood survival) in 
terms of habitat stand utilization 

 Acquire time budgets of a sample of breeders, family units, and 
independent young if possible to address sink/source criteria for 
breeding birds 

 Look at stands in landscape context 

 Include vegetative information to use as co-variant in bird use 
analysis 

 Include multiple years of data collection to assess use variability 
 

Results of the 2019 pilot study and information gleaned from Katie’s 
work will be used by BSBO to develop a long-term monitoring program 
for the entire Oak Openings Preserve Metropark. There will be potential 
expansion to all properties of Metroparks Toledo to support and evaluate 
management actions, objectives, and goals of land conservation. 

Buckeye with 
transmitter. 

Photo by Selena 
Creed. 
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FLY HIGH, BUCKEYE 
FROM PROJECTSNOWSTORM.ORG: We’ve seen some major migration 
to the north this past week, including one owl that is most of the way to 
James Bay — but the biggest news is the saddest, because we’ve lost 
one of our oldest and most interesting owls. 

You’ll recall my relief last week that, having survived a winter at Detroit 
Metro Airport (DTW), Buckeye was migrating north, and had reached 
southern Ontario just north of Georgian Bay, where she checked in the 
evening of March 21. My relief was premature; I should have 
remembered the hard lesson we’ve learned over the years, that 
migration is probably the most dangerous period in any bird’s life, 
including a Snowy Owl’s. 

On March 28, she checked in again — and hadn’t moved at all since the 
previous week. We knew that meant either (best case) a dropped 
transmitter, or more likely a downed owl. DTW biologist Selena Creed, 
who had trapped and relocated Buckeye twice this winter, would 
ordinarily have raced north herself to check, but with coronavirus 
border closures, that wasn’t possible. 

Instead, Selena made a lot of hurried connections and was able to reach 
Ontario provincial conservation office Mitch Turcott — who, despite a 
lot on his plate, offered to snowshoe back to the remote area from 
which we were getting Buckeye’s signal. 

Mitch was able to make the hike yesterday, April 6, and the news was 
as we’d feared. He found Buckeye’s remains, with the intact 
transmitter; tracks showed that a fox had scavenged the carcass, so 
there was no way to determine the cause of death, but Officer Turcott 
said it was in such an out-of-the-way place he doubts humans had 
anything to do with it. 

“I guess knowing she passed during migration of, presumably, natural 
causes is better than having her get smacked by a plane on her 

wintering grounds,” Selena emailed Mitch. “Still, it’s sad to lose a bird 
with such a history.” 

And Buckeye had quite the history. She was first tagged in February 
2015 after being relocated from DTW to northwestern Ohio, where 
Mark Shieldcastle and the staff at Black Swamp Bird Observatory fitted 
her with a SNOWstorm transmitter. We tracked her for a couple of 
seasons until the unit failed — and were thus surprised when Selena 
(with whom we had not previously worked) caught her at the Detroit 
airport Christmas Eve. 

Plans to retag her were scuttled by logistical issues, so Selana moved 
Buckeye north for release — but she came back, and was caught again 
New Year’s Eve. This time Mark and crew were able to give her a new 
transmitter, and we were really looking forward to seeing where she 
went this summer as a mature eight-year-old. It was not to be. 
 

THOUGHTS FROM BSBO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
KIMBERLY KAUFMAN… 
 

We’re obviously devastated, but we take comfort in 
the fact that her journey ended in a place so wild, so 
removed from civilization that it required snowshoes 
to get to her transmitter. Deep in the wilderness is a 
fitting final perch for this magnificent bird. 

Thank you, Buckeye, for taking us all under your 
beautiful wings and allowing us to join you on your 
remarkable journey. It was an honor and a joy to be 
part of your legacy. 
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B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

The 13th annual Black Swamp Bird Observatory’s Ohio Young 
Birders conference weekend was complete with friends, nature 
and, of course, birds!  
 
On Saturday, students presented to a sold-out venue of over 150 
participants at the Toledo Zoo & Aquarium’s new Promedica 
Museum of Natural History. Experiences included behind-the-
scenes tours and live animal meet & greets with the zoo staff. 
The Toledo Zoo’s Great Hall provided a stunning backdrop for 
the dynamic and inspirational presentations from today’s youth 
conservation leaders. 100% of the proceeds from the raffle 
ticket sales during the 13th Annual Ohio Young Birders 
Conference benefited the OYBC Scholarship Funds! This year we 
raised $1,851!  
 
On Sunday, the weather was gorgeous and participants enjoyed 
a guided bird walk and banding demo with BSBO volunteers and 
staff at Oak Openings Preserve Metropark. The weekend 
concluded with a private tour of the Cannaley Treehouse Village 
led by Kelly Milewski, Metroparks Toledo Environmental 
Education Specialist. 
 
The conference would not be the tremendous success that it is 
without our sponsors and volunteers. 
 
Lead sponsors included Zeiss, Kaufman Field Guides, and Time & 
Optics. To see a complete listing of sponsors, visit 
ohioyoungbirders.org. 
 

Also, a special thank you goes out to these conference 
volunteers: 
Kenn Kaufman | Tyler Ficker | Kevin Perozeni | Cassidy Ficker 
Gautum Apte | Doug Whitman | Amy Downing | Nancy Bogart 
| Julie Heitz | Nate Koszycki | Jill Noll | Katie Ware | Pattye 
Nicholls | Yvonne Thoma-Patton | Jamie Cunningham | Bev 
Walborn | Darlene Sillick 

Save the Date! 
14th annual  
Ohio Young  

Birders Conference 
November 14, 2020 



P A G E  1 4  

EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES, SOFTWARE 

 A passenger van for field trips  

 LCD projector HD (1920 x 1080), 40000:1  
contrast, 2200 lumens 

 Mist nets for our songbird research 

 Ink cartridges for our printers 

 Bird Food: Sunflower Seeds, Thistle Seeds, Suet Cakes  
 

RETAIL GIFT CARDS  

 Staples or OfficeMax  

 Lowe’s or Home Depot 

      Gas Cards for the BSBO Bird Bus 

 

Please call us if you’re willing to help with any of these 

items! 419-898-4070  

While shopping with Amazon or at Kroger, please 
consider donating to BSBO through AmazonSmile 
or Kroger Community Rewards! 
 
Many thanks to all of the members who already 
have made BSBO the recipient of donations 
through their AmazonSmile or Kroger Rewards 
accounts. For more information visit bsbo.org! 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

HELP US HELP THE BIRDS 

<< One of the ways you can help 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory help 
birds is through a Facebook 
fundraiser! Facebook fundraisers go 
through Network for Good, a secure 
way to transfer funds to non-profits. 
 
Thank you to Jamie Cunningham for 
dedicating her birthday fundraiser to 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory! 
 
If you have any questions on 
Facebook fundraisers, Network for 
Good, or on how to set up a 
Facebook fundraiser, contact 
jasminecupp@bsbo.org or by calling 
419-898-4070. 
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The fourth annual Birder's Tea was held on 
Monday, February 17. Members of the Black 
Swamp Bird Observatory staff had the 
privilege of attending the event which was 
organized by Pattye Nicolls, Julie Heitz, and a 
small army of dedicated women at St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church in Toledo, OH. 
 
Not only was the scenery beautiful, but the 
attendees made the day even better! 
Proceeds from the silent auction and raffle at 
the annual Birder's Tea benefited Black 
Swamp Bird Observatory's Ohio Young Birders 
Club. This year, the tea graciously raised 
$1,340 that will go towards encouraging, 
educating, and empowering young people to 
be great stewards of birds and the 
environment. 
 
Thank you to all those who attended the tea 
and volunteered to make it happen! 
 
RIGHT: Althea and EJ eye the beautiful 
cookies that Pattye Nicolls made for the tea. 
BELOW: A group photo of all of the tea 
attendees (fascinators and all!). 
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Saturday, February 22, was a beautiful day for the annual Black Swamp 
Bird Observatory field trip to Killdeer Plains in Harpster, Ohio. About 40 
people attended the field trip lead by BSBO staff, members of the OSU 
Ornithology Club, and Ohio Young Birders advisors. No Short-eared 
Owls were seen, but one of the members of the OSU Ornithology Club 
spotted a Barred Owl which all groups were able to see.  
 

PHOTOS, TOP LEFT: An owl pellet found in Owl Woods. TOP RIGHT: A 
juvenile Bald Eagle that flew overhead. There were many eagles that 
were very active in the area. BOTTOM LEFT: Ohio Young Birder’s Club 
members surveying one of the ponds at Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Hundreds of waterfowl were seen that day, 
especially Northern Pintails! 
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SUSTAINING 
Kevin Gallagher 

FRIENDS 
James & Mary Geiger 

 

SUPPORTING 
Seth Benz 

Ron Boudouris 
Dorothy Coyne 
Paolo DeMaria 

John Felton 
Ginger Jones 
Harold Keller 
Mark Klimek 
James Mills 

Ericka Overgard 
Kim Pastrick 

Shelley Walinski 
David Weisenberg 

Gene & Sandra Wright 
 

FAMILY 
Kathy Abretske 

Nik Azim 
Mark & Michelle Bartkowiak 

Judith & Edward Baxter 
Cindy Beans 

Linda & Blaise Bisallion 
Pete Blank 

Thomas Blevins 
Steve & Debbie Bogart 

Margaret Bowen 
James Brown 

Jennifer Burns 
Martin Byhower 

Carol Carver 
Rich Chambers 
Kaia Colestock 

Douglas Danstrom 
Anita Denboske 

Daniel Faust 
Kevin Francis 

Catherine French 
Barbara Glanz 
Amie Greene 

Bill Hahn 
Allison Hall 

George Harris 
Mary Hartigan 

Nathan Hellinga 
Chuck Hill 

Howard Horowitz 
Amy Hudson 

Fred Innamorato 
Keith Jones 

Aaron Jungbluth 
Sandra Kelly 

Kathleen LaDow 

Kenneth Limmer 
Douglas Loving 
Susan Machinski 
Mary Manifold 
Nancy Martinez 

Mark & Laura Mathews 
Michael Maxfield 

Dennis Mersky 
Marilyn Mets 
Andrew Mix 

Melissa Norris 
Charles & Jaye Otte 

Paula Ritter 
Chris & Kelly Roper 

Barbara Rosen 
Tammy Schwaab 

Wayne & Margy Sladek 
John & Patricia Sterbling 

Jeffery Supplee 
William Sutton 
Carol Thierry 
Joseph Tieger 

Manon VanSchoyck 
Ravi Velu 

Brandi Warren 
Mallary Webb 

Stephanie Weems 
Jennifer White 

John Wilbur 
 

INDIVIDUAL 
Mary Lou Briner 

Kay Clark 
Stephanie Davis 
Adrian Deward 
Stephen Dexter 
Rosario Douglas 
Scott Erickson 
Jennifer Faber 
Adriene Fiore 
Ruth Griffin 

Patricia Harris 
Cynthia Kline 
Scott Sraynak 

Andrea Kummero 
Evelyn Lyles 

James McCormac 
Ioana Missits 
Lori Monska 

Mary Muchowski 
Tiffany Ohler 
Tina Oldiges 
Janice Petko 

Diane Reihing 
Austin Rice 

Thomas Riley 
Ray Rullo 

Tracy Samuels 
Jason Schultz 

Cynthia Schulz 
Carlotta Shearson 

Brittany Smith 
Chris Spurgeon 

Brian Tinker 
Wendy Walker 
Maureen Walsh 
Ronald Warchol 

Dawn Weber 
Susan Zwierku 

 

SENIOR 
Carolyn Ash 

Loraine Baker 
Ronald Baker 

Romney Bathurst 
Anne Baxter 

Elinore Behana 
Carol Besse 
Teresa Brick 
Laura Bronn 
Dan Buehler 
Patty Cable 

Cynthia Cage 
Candy Cahall 
Patricia Carl 

Deanne Carroll 
Judy Chesman 
Susan Ciana 

Cathy Coffman 
Daniel Collins 
Becky Cook 
Janet Cook 

Deborah Dalhouse 
Mary Damico 

Mark DeBacker 
Linda Deubner 
Neil Donohue 

Michael Douglas 
Deborah Falk 
Joanne Fiore 

George Folsom 
Frances Fox 

Dave Gainsley 
Deena Gannot 
Richard Gass 

Patricia Greene 
Julia Grundmeier 
Robert Haarman 
Doreen Harney 

Sara Harper 
Jan Hart 

Maueve Heater 
Patrick Hicks 

Lori Hiers 
Cathy Hines 

Joanne Honce 

*Donations made by February 29, 2020 
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MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 

In honor of Peter Casey 
Jan Landwehr 

 
In memory of Delores Cole 
Laura Gooch & David Kazdan 

Lori Brumbaugh & Louis Gardella 
 

In memory of Jackie Haley 
Ken & Kim Burkins 

Ann & Brian Comunale 
John Haley & Angela Fleming 

Gina Hirst 
Mary Jo & Steve Hoffman 

Charles & Geraldine Holley 
Courtland Hungerford 

Stephanie Johnson 
Lynn Lentz 
Sara Lioi 

Martha Matlock 
Bonnie Pepperney 

Larry Rosche 
John Ulan 

Evelyn Voth 
Janet Wolf & William Haley 

In memory of Diane Hires 
David & JoAnne Henson 

Highland School Social Fund 
Hylant Family Foundation 

Lucy Lambert 
Scott & Tracy Michaelis 

Marianne Nolan 
James Pasch 

 
In memory of Tony Luzader 

Lu Anne & Jerry Cooke 
Michelle Klement & Tom Henneman Jr.  

Karen and Carlton Fraker  
 

In memory of Hallie Mason 
Scott Pendleton 

 
In memory of Peter White 

Glenn & Mary Richter 
 

In honor of Amurthur Ramamurthy 
John Schaffner 

Judith Johnson 
Susan Johnson 

Laura & Bill Jordan 
Deborah Kainauskas 

Nan Kelly 
Susan Kenzie 
Eileen Kinney 

Jennifer Kinsley 
Karin Kirchhoff 

Gail Knight 
William Lambert 

Holly Lemieux 
Donna Levene 
Janet Loveland 
Thomas Lykins 

Cynthia Mahaffey 
Nancy McClelland 
Bonnie McKenzie 

Greg Mihalik 
Evelyn Newell 
Jean Nichols 

Marilyn Nucci 
Colleen Nunn 

Linda Olen 

Pamela O’Neill 
Mark Ostoich 

Barbara Pankratz 
Kathy Paulin 
Rosalie Perry 

Terry Petz 
Frank Phillips 

Alan Poje 
Ann Polson 
India Riggs 

JD Riker 
Becky Rohre 
Janet Saas 

Brenda Sabin 
Leah Semrock 
Carol Slingsby 
Richard Smith 
Roxie Smith 

Thomas Stevenson 
Barb Stinehelter 

Mark Sullivan 
Susie Swartzmiller 

Dianne Synder 
Shirley Tomasello 

Janet Truant 
Margaret Turner 
Kerry Van Keuren 

Patricia Verbovszky 
Joseph Viani 
Robert Victor 

Marta Wagner 
Robert Walblay 

John Walton 
Louella Weld 

Don & Mary Williams 
Eve Wilson 

Laura Wilson 
Linda Wolff 

Daniel Young 
Edward Zivkovich 

 

STUDENT 
Drew Chaney 

*Donations made by February 29, 2020 
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DEPARTMENTAL GIFTS 

BARTLETT’S BIG SIT 
Joan Buechele 

Craig Caldwell 

Catawba Island Garden Club 

Charity Krueger 

Jim & Becky Sillery 

Chuck Slusarczyk 

RESPONSIBLE CAT OWNERSHIP 
Owen Deutsch & Rona Talcott 

CONSERVATION 
Katie Andersen 

Richard Ashford 

Erin Chen 

Brent Cousino 

Bill Dashner 

Rosario Douglas 

Alisa Firehock 

Terry Hoenle 

Clare Loebl 

Pat & Ken Mauer 

Elizabeth McQuaid 

Dr. Deborah Plachta 

Janet Saas 

Luke Schrader & Liz Jaggers 

Cindy Steffen 

Margy & Scott Trumbull 

Pam & Peter Wong 

DONATE THE GUIA 
Paul West 

EDUCATION 
Don Niece 

Irwin & Melinda Simon 

Gretchen Weiher 

 
 
 
 

OHIO YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB 
Apple Tree Market 

Richard Banish 

Birder’s Tea Benefit 

Steve Bodart 

Brentwood Solutions LLC 

Gerry Brevoort 

John Brevoort 

Lori Brumbaugh & Louis Gardella 

Andrew Burke 

Brian Caine 

Charles E. Boyk Law Offices 

Elizabeth Conrey 

Cassandre Crawford 

Tim Daniel 

Heather Dean 

Julie Decker 

Delmarva Ornithological Society 

Parker Garver 

Arauah Getzler 

Laura Gooch & David Kazdan 

Warren Grody 

Andrew Hershberger 

James Hershberger 

Levi Hershberger 

Michael Hershberger 

Philip Hershberger 

April Hudson 

Carice Jameson 

Andy Jones & Michelle Leighty 

Eric Juterbrock 

Nate Koszycki 

Anna Kozlenko 

Randy & Nancy Kreager 

Nason Lightman 

Paula Lozano 

Paul Lunn 

Ronnie Macko 

Samuel Mast 

Elizabeth McQuaid 

Katie Mehlow 

Lauren Metcalf 

Jill Noll 

Ann Petrushka 

Maura Rawn 

Marty Reynard 

Helen Rhynard 

Helena Rhynard 

Matthew Rice 

Jay Rine 

Elizabeth A. Rising 

Michelle Robb 

Albert & Cheryl San Gregory 

Amanda Sebrosky 

Beulah Shanks 

Rachel Shotwell 

Amy & Mark Sievert 

Darlene Sillick 

Daniel Stutzman 

The Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland 

The Wilderness Center 

Beverly Walborn 

Arlen Weaver 

Marcus Yoder 

SPONSOR A MIST NET  
Hardin Aasand & Amy Kraus 

Donald Bauman & Pat Whitesides 

Michele Cote 

Craig Caldwell  

Tracy Marr  

 

 

RESEARCH  

Don Bauman & Patricia Whitesides  

Craig Caldwell  
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

Kathy & Paul Ackerman 

Katie Andersen 

Norman Bash 

Lawrence Baum 

Joel Bryce 

Felicia Cain 

Ronald & Betty Cain 

Patricia L. Callis 

Sue E. Clark 

Edward Crawford 

Bill Dashner 

Paul & Jeannette Dornbusch 

Rosario Douglas 

James & Faith Dudley 

Nora Ebie 

Pat & Peg Finnegan 

Carleton & Karen Fraker 

Herb Gabehart 

Barbara Garriel 

Jennifer Hamilton 

Tim & Joyce Haney 

Terry Hoenle 

VJ Huffman 

Paul & Barbara Jablonski 

Paul Jacyk 

Deborah Kaylor 

Robert Keidan 

Rudy Kobosky 

Joe & Jann Komorowski 

John Koral 

Sid Kraizman 

Diane Krause 

Kroger 

Gretchen Larson 

James Lurie 

Elizabeth McQuaid 

Karl Mechem 

Jane Mueller 

Nationwide Foundation 

Network for Good 

Bill Oberjohn 

Ken Oldham 

Tom & Gwen Paine 

Jane & Ron Payne 

Bobby & Curtis Pearson 

Janice Petko 

Tarrell Preston 

Marty Reynard 

Carolyn Righi 

Thomas Riley 

Jay Rine 

Sabrewing Nature Tours 

Arthur Shantz, Jr. 

David Slikkers 

Geoffrey Steele 

David & Gayle Teller 

The Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Margy & Scott Trumbull 

Freda Winifred Walker 

Kisa Weeman 

Bonnie Wilkinson 

Pam & Peter Wong 

GRANTS WE’VE RECEIVED  

OHIO YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB 
Ohio EPA’s Ohio Environmental  

Education Fund  
 

COMPUTERS AND TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 
The Frederick S. Upton Foundation 



Robin Arnold & Gena Husman 

Maclyn & Carol Ball 

Craig Caldwell 

Marylou Klein 

Rudy & Amy Kobosky 

Charity Krueger 

Bev & Ed Neubauer 

Larry D. Richardson 

Tom Wasilewski 

Patricia Whitesides & Donald Bauman 

Gail Gammel 

Marc Picard 

Sharon Sorenson 

Glenn & Mary Richter 

FREQUENT FLYER MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM 
Monthly giving allows BSBO to spend less time fundraising and more  

time helping the birds! Join today at www.bsbo.org/donate 

LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS 
We are deeply grateful to the following individuals  

for supporting BSBO through their planned gift. 
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Dave & Kathy Billings 
Robert & Kim Hinkle 

Janet Hughes 
Andy Jones & Michelle Leighty 

Randy & Nancy Kreager 

Craig Line 
Kathy McDonald & Ned Keller 

Luke Schrader & Liz Jaggers 
John Stein 

BARB PADGETT MIGRATORY BIRD  

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION FUND 

Brenda Faber 
Jean Fordis 

Elizabeth McQuaid 

Marilyn Nucci 
Carlton Schooley 

This fund was created in honor of Barbara Padgett, avid birder, conservationist, 
political activist, and beloved social media personality. This fund will provide 
support for Black Swamp Bird Observatory's longtime migratory songbird 
research and our youth birding and nature programs, aspects of our mission 
 that Barb cared deeply about. 

 

Please consider 
supporting our research 

and education efforts  
by joining the  

BSBO Legacy Society.  
 

Bequests of any size are 
gratefully accepted.  

 
Your bequest will help us 

continue to help birds 
and conserve their 

habitats when you name 
Black Swamp Bird 

Observatory to receive: 
 

 A specific dollar 
amount 
 

 A percentage of  
your estate’s value 
 

 All or part of the 
remainder of your 
estate in your will  
or trust 
 

 All or part of the 
proceeds of a life 
insurance policy or 
retirement plan 

 
 
Please contact Kimberly 

Kaufman with any 
questions by calling  

419-898-4070  
or emailing 

kimkaufman@bsbo.org 
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Jeff Abke 

Jessica Adamczyk & Sue Bauer 

Christopher Ake 

Harriet Alger 

Jamie Ashcroft & Family 

Jean Auer 

Dennis Bahnsen 

Jackie Bailey 

Joyce Baker 

Terry Ballenger 

Gari Anne & Cynthia Banks 

John Barber 

Charles Barnes III 

Barnside Creamery 

Leonie Batkin & Ronald Thorn 

Barbara Bauer 

Lawrence Baum 

Tim & Karen Beaty 

Laurie Bechtler 

Randall Beckner 

Linda Bell 

Joe Benenate 

John & Laurel Berrie 

James Berry 

Ann Bickford 

Blackberry Corners 

John & Irene Blakemore 

Nancy Bogart 

Cynthia Boyer 

Mark & Mary Bradtke 

Rosemary Brady 

John Brandan 

Jen Brenke 

Terry & Mary Breymaier 

Larry Brobst 

Susan Brocone 

Steven Brown 

Susi Brown 

Ann H. Buchanan 

Dorothy Bukovac 

Rod Buland 

Lynn Burdine 

Richard & Kathy Burgis 

Patty Burkey 

Jack & Cathy Burris 

Brent Byers 

Steve & Beth Cagan 

Felicia Cain 

Archie & Chey Call 

June Campbell 

Linda Carstensen 

Richard Carstensen 

Tom Cathers 

James Chaplin 

Jeff & Julie Christian 

Joni Ciarletta 

Kay Clark 

Tina Cohen 

Dennis Colburn 

Sandy Drabik Collins 

Stephen Cook 

Warren & Catherine Cooke 

Brent Cousino 

Ann Cramer 

Janet Cramer 

Dave & Laura Crotser 

Jim & Susan Crumpler 

Susan Cucuzza 

Richard Currie 

Karen Cyr 

Laura Dale 

Nancy Dankowski 

Keith & Paula Davis 

Anne Dayer 

Michael Dearing 

Mark DeBacker 

Charles & Ardath Degrisky 

Bill & Sara Jane Dehoff 

Rose Marie Detlef 

Alan & Kim Diefenthaler 

Jan Dixon 

Chuck Dombrowski 

Arlene Doran 

Lois Dow 

Greg DuBois 

Jayme Duris 

Peter Dzubay 

Kayla Echols 

Mim Eisenberg 

James Estep 

Marcia Etzwiler 

Tom Evans 

Erin Eve 

Exotic Animal Encounters 

Karen Fairweather 

Katie Fallon 

Gary & Alexis Fell 

Abby Felts 

Kaye Fenlon 

Sharron Ferrell 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Carol Fishwick 

Andrew Fix 

Zvi Flanders 

Elaine Flippin 

Frances Flower 

Richard & Tia Fosdick 

The Lubrizol Foundation 

Jacki & Keith Francis 

Susan Furth 

Thomas & Stella Fye 

Carolyn Gann 

Jim & Carolyn Garber 

Brenda Gates 

June Gebhardt 

Linda Gerding 

Sally Germani 

Frank Gibson 

John H. Gibson 

Robert Gilchrist 

Mark Giralt 

Cathy Gnam 

Mary Gombash 

Laura Gooch & David Kazdan 

Dr. Michael & Catherine Gordon 

Kathryn Greisen 

Robert & Katherine Griesmann 

Douglas Grotegeer 

Ann & Martin Gulbransen 

Jocelin Hackathorn 

Walter Hadlock 

 
 

 

 
 

-  
 

 

-
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Did you know that BSBO offers a monthly e-newsletter,  
called Words on Birds? Subscribing to our e-news is  

a great way to receive more frequent updates, save some 
paper and expense, and stay connected with the BSBO team.  

 
Visit BSBO.org/enews to subscribe today! 

John & Janet Hageman 

Allison Hall 

Ann Hannon 

Vic & Lois Harder 

Warren Hauk 

William Heemstra 

David & Marilyn Heitzman 

Marie Helmold 

Barbara Hiebsch 

Robert & Kim Hinkle 

Marita Hirt 

Heather Hodges 

Brabble Hoffman 

Kathy Holland 

Robert Hollis 

Dawn Hooker 

Irma Hoops 

Caitlin Hopkinson 

David Horn 

Bill & Sue Horvath 

Craig Hoskins 

Nancy & Don Howell 

Barbara Hrdlicka 

VJ Huffman 

David Hugh & Dana White Family Fund 

Johanna & John Hull 

Clare & Richard Hylant 

Fred Innamorato 

Linda Irons 

Jean Jankowski 

Jennifer Janson 

Eileen Jarc 

Rosemarie Jeffery 

Tom & Susan Jervey 

Joan Galli 

Peter Joftis 

Cornelia & John Wesley 

Robert & Shirley Johnson 

Debra & James Jones 

William L. Jones 

Amanda Kachur 

Colleen Kammer 

Rose Kandik 

Laura Kearns 

Patricia Keegan 

Brenda & Richard Keith 

Mary Keithler 

Holly King 

Karen Klein 

Michelle Klement 

Mark Klimek 

Frank Knapke 

Barbara Knapp 

Patti Kroger 

Keith & Wendy Kohnke 

Joe & Jann Komorowski 

Felicia Kopp 

Eric & Jenny Kraus 

Diane Krause 

William Krosky 

Katherine Krosse 

Charity Kreuger 

Jo Ann Kubicki 

Lisa Kutschbrach-Brohl 

Theresa Lane 

Bonnie Law 

Leiden Conservation Fund 

Carol L. Leininger 

Rodney Lentz 

Martha Lesher 

Lesley Marples 

Emily Leto 

Pam & Lloyd Letterman 

Fred & Kathi Lieb 

Megan & Chris Lotz 

Thaddeus Lupina 

Larry Luschek 

Ronnie Macko 

John MacMillan 

Ann Maddox 

Mike & Harriet Maier 

Janice Mallory & Larry Voight 

Anita Manzeck 

Marathon Petroleum 

Randall Marcus 

Julene M. Market 

Martina & Marc Picard 

Frederick McDonald & Holly Taft Sydlow 

Barry & Cathy McEwen 

Elizabeth McQuaid 

Mary Ann Melvin 

Geoff & Nike Mendenhall 

Karen Metz 

Stephanie Meyer 

Mary Michaelis 

Linda Michaels 

Dr. John & Joyce Millar 

Christy Miller 

David Miller 

Kim Miller 

Lyn Miller 

Janice Minier 

Kathy Mock 

Jim & Jen Molnar 

William & Karen Montgomery 

Jack Moore 

Ann & Nelson Mostow 

Cindy Mullen 
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Nationwide Foundation 

Karen Neff 

Deb Neidert 

Bev Neubauer 

Roger & Britt Nibert 

Kay Nickelsen 

Kathy Nienaber 

William & Dianne Noice 

Marianne Nolan 

William Oberdick 

Patrick & Michele O’Christie 

Marilyn Ohler 

Eric Olson 

Doug Overacker 

Carol & Don Palmer 

Tom & Susan Palmer 

Anne Pancella 

Dorina Parmenter 

April Parrella 

Nancy Parry 

Parsons Family Foundation 

Barb Partington 

Nancy Pasquali 

Sam & Kerry Pathy 

Ladan Paul 

Paula Radmacher 

Katherine & Kenneth Petrey 

MJ Phillips 

Pam Phillips 

Robert Placier 

Marcia & Joseph Polevoi 

Dan & Lisby Pollock 

Jim & Linda Pratt 

Adam Preston 

Dale Preston 

Rebecca Price 

Mark Prinster 

Amurthur Ramamurthy 

Kristina Rasik 

Karen Reed 

Jane Reeves 

Frances Repperger 

Sue Righi 

Rob & Stephanie Ripma 

Linda Rockwell 

Robert Rohrbaugh 

Tom & Mary Anne Romito 

Larry Rosche 

Hugh Rose & Judy Kolo-Rose 

Kelli Routsong 

Randy & Sandra Rowe 

Bill & Diann Rucki 

JoEllen Rudolph 

Karen Runyan-Soubeyrand 

Margaret Ruthledge 

George & Cynthia Sadler 

Albert & Cheryl SanGregory 

Lynn Sass 

Dennis & Joanne Saul 

John & Polly Sawvel 

Lisa Schaller 

Deb & Jeff Schelling 

Stephen Schiller 

Luke Schrader & Liz Jaggers 

Ron & Pat Schramm 

Katrina Schultes 

Daniel Schwab 

Fred & Priscilla Schwier 

Kim Sfreddo 

Leanna Shaberly 

Madeline Shaddix 

Mike & Marilyn Shade 

Beulah Shanks 

Tom Sheehan 

Therese Sheffer 

Rebecca Shemenski 

Steve & Alicia Shuff 

Melanie Shuter 

Linda Skyzyniecki 

Chuck Slusarczyk 

Kathryn Smith 

Dave Snyder 

Francine Sobon 

Dixie Sommers 

Sharon Sorenson 

Sandra Spence 

Tom & Faye Stahl 

Margaret Steketee 

Nancy Stemmer 

John Sterling 

William Stump 

Michael Sweeney 

Mary Swift 

Dan & Pat Sydlowski 

George Sydlowski 

Greg & Tricia Tallman 

James & Barbara Talton 

Alan Tarshis 

Timothy Tattan 

Nik Teichmann 

David & Gayle Teller 

The Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Carol Thierry 

Robert & Frances Thompson 

Jeanette Throne 

Tina Wells 

Brad & Zoe Titchener 

Robert Titus 

Mark & Shannon Tranovich 

John Trimmer 

Tri-Moraine Audubon Society 

Ann Truesdale 

Margy & Scott Trumbull 

Cathleen Tuley 

United Way of Greater Toledo 

Robert & Judy Vanhoff 

John Velasquez 

Elcira Villarreal 

William Voss 

Kenneth Wadkins 

Carly Wainwright 

John Walton 

Margaret Wang 

Laura & Jim Wantz 

Keith Ward 

Teresa Watson 

Art Weber 

Victoria & Gary Weeks 

William Weilling 

*Donations made by February 29, 2020 



Black Swamp Bird Observatory 
 13551 W. State Route 2 
 Oak Harbor, OH 43449 

 www.bsbo.org 
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We are located just inside the entrance  
to Magee Marsh Wildlife Area 
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        Black Swamp Bird Observatory Membership Renewal 
  

 Name: __________________________________________________ 
 

 Organization: _____________________________________________ 
 

 Address: _________________________________________________ 
 

 City: __________________________  State: ______  Zip: __________ 
 

 Phone: ___________________ Email:_____________________________ 
 

 Gift Membership from: _________________________________________________ 
 

      Yes, I want to conserve trees and expense; sign me up for electronic delivery of the BSBO quarterly newsletter.  

     Yes, I have included BSBO in my will and/or estate planning.  
 
 $ _______  Donation Amount - Yes I would like to make a donation to help support BSBO! 
 
 $ _______  Annual Fund 
 
 $ _______  Membership Dues  
 
 $ _______  Total Amount Enclosed (Please make checks payable to BSBO) 
 
   
  Are you interested in volunteering? How? _________________________________         

 
 

 

__ $15 Student (24 and under)  

__ $25 Individual Senior (60 +) 

__ $35 Individual 

__ $40 Family 

__ $100 Supporting 

__ $250 Friends 

__ $500 Sustaining 


