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Teaming Research  
 
With Education  
 
To Promote  
 
Bird Conservation 

When the BSBO Education and Research teams come together to present our school programs, there's a magic that happens.  
The young man smiling with his whole face is Jayden. During a school program this fall, they banded a Blue Jay, Jayden's favorite 
bird. Once it was banded and all data collected, Jayden got to release the bird back to the wild. That smile...straight to our hearts.  

Your support as a BSBO member makes moments like this possible. We just can’t thank you enough!  
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One kid at a time… 

 
That’s how we’ll change the world. By giving every kid who’s in front of us, kids like 

Jayden, pictured on the front cover, our undivided attention, listening to their ideas 
and questions, nurturing their need for community, fostering their interest in the 

natural world, and facilitating opportunities whenever we can. BSBO’s Ohio Young 

Birders Club (OYBC) allows us to engage young people on a regular basis, making all 
those elements of success possible. And if you desire proof that this approach works, 

then read these quotes from letters of support we received from two of the earliest 
members of the OYBC.  

 
“Of the OYBC founding members, four of the six are involved in the scientific 

community as a career, and all of us continue as nature lovers in our free time.  

There is important value in the OYBC beyond its powerful ability to enable young 
people from diverse backgrounds to start careers in science. Ohio and our country 

desperately need a public that values our natural communities and are invested in 
environmental health. This includes everyone, not just scientists. I firmly believe 

organizations like the OYBC are vital for fostering that appreciation and value in the 

lives of everyone, regardless of their chosen career path.”  
~ Dr. Auriel Fornier, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Mississippi State University, 

Coastal Research and Extension 
 

“I owe my confidence as a birder, student, educator, and scientist to the 
encouragement I received and  empowerment I experienced as an active OYBC 

member.  I firmly believe that without the support and opportunities provided by the 

OYBC I would not have become the scientist that I am today. “ 
~ Sarah Winnicki, Master’s Student , Kansas State University  

 
We reached out to Sarah and Dr. Fornier in the hopes that they would write letters of 

support for a major grant application we were working on. What we got was so much 

more. The letters were so moving that we felt we’d already won the greatest reward 
before we’d ever submitted the application. The letters were such compelling 

statements about the impact of this program that we added two full pages to this 
newsletter so that we could share them in their entirety with our members.  Please be 

sure to read these letters on page 10 & 11.  

 
Your support for BSBO helped us make this kind of impact on the lives of young 

people like Jayden, Sarah, and Auriel. As you read their letters--and all the other great 
work summarized in this newsletter--I hope you’ll share in the pride that I feel at the 

astonishing amount of good the BSBO team accomplishes thanks to caring people like 
you. With your continued support, we’ll keep having this kind of impact on the lives of 

young people. We’ll keep changing the world for the better.  

 
 Enjoy the beauty of the season,  

 
 

 
 

Kimberly Kaufman 
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BIGGEST WEEK IN AMERICAN BIRDING 

2018 Biggest Week species by the numbers 
 

Spring migration in northwestern Ohio draws over 

90,000 visitors. Birders come to the area to see an 
invasion of colorful little warblers, and the 2018 Biggest 

Week In American Birding was no exception. Birding 
was phenomenal during this year’s festival. 

 

The Biggest Week has hosted birders from all 50 states, 
from 52 countries, and six continents. The annual 

impact to the area from birders is $40 million and 
counting! 

 
Here at Black Swamp Bird Observatory, we are already 

planning to make the 10th anniversary of The Biggest 

Week In American Birding the best yet.  
 

For 2019’s festival, there will be a special presentation 
by Kenn Kaufman to introduce his new book, A Season 
on the Wind. The book is scheduled to be published in 

late April 2019. A Season on the Wind features spring 
migration in northwestern Ohio and The Biggest Week! 

 
Also new for 2019, Sabrewing Nature Tours will be 

scheduling a three-day trip to see Kirtland’s Warblers! 
This new event is still in the planning stages, so look 

for updates on our website. 

 
For information on registration, volunteering, tours, and 

new events for Black Swamp Bird Observatory’s Biggest 
Week In American Birding, check 

biggestweekinamericanbirding.com. You can also visit 

bsbo.org and signup for eNews updates as well! 
 

Happy birding! See you at the 10th anniversary of The 
Biggest Week In American Birding! 

 

WATERFOWL 

34 

SHOREBIRDS 

28 

SPARROWS 

16 

WARBLERS 

38 

TOTAL NUMBER 

255 
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY 

THANK  
YOU! 

Above: 2018 Volunteer 

Appreciation Day group 
photo. Opposite top left: 
Shieldcastle Award 
recipients Jack and Cathy 

Burris. Opposite top right: 
Shieldcastle Award recipient 
Brad Winke. Opposite 
middle left: BSBO Executive 
Director Kimberly Kaufman 

congratulating Brad Winke 
on his award. Opposite 
middle right: Volunteers 

enjoying a trip led by Kenn 
Kaufman at Howard Marsh 

Metropark. Opposite bottom 
left: BSBO research team 

giving a bird banding 

demonstration for 
volunteers. Opposite 
bottom right: Conservation 
Service Award recipients 

Paula Lozano and Delores 
Cole. 

 

26th Annual Volunteer Picnic 
In August, Black Swamp Bird 

Observatory held its annual volunteer 
picnic. This year’s picnic was more than 

a picnic; it was a celebratory Volunteer 
Appreciation Day. 

 

Volunteers were invited to start the day 
at 8AM at Howard Marsh Metropark for 

a hike led by field guide author and 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory 

volunteer Kenn Kaufman and student 
members of BSBO’s Ohio Young Birders 

Club. After the hike, volunteers made 

their way back to the Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory headquarters where the 

Research Team held a bird banding 
demonstration and members of the 

Education and Outreach Departments 

held a meet and greet. 
 

After everyone got started on lunch, 
BSBO Executive Director Kim Kaufman 

shared some exciting volunteer news. 
Mary Beth Wielgopolski has taken on 

the role of Volunteer Coordinator. Mary 

Beth’s first project was expanding the 
volunteer picnic into a multifaceted day-

long celebration for volunteers. Thank 

you so much for the hard work you 
have already put in, Mary Beth!! 

 
Staff then recognized volunteers’ 

anniversaries and presented them with 

a patch for the new volunteer 
recognition program. Each milestone (1 

year, 5 years, 10 years, 15 years, etc.) 
will be marked with a recognition patch.  

 
Three volunteers who have been with 

BSBO since its inception were present at 

the volunteer day. Vic Harder, Lois 
Harder, and Joe Komorowski were 

recognized for their 26 years of service 
to BSBO and given milestone patches 

for their service. 

 
Awards were then handed out for 

Conservation Service and Volunteer of 
the Year. Shieldcastle Awards 

(Volunteer of the Year) were presented 
to Jack and Cathy Burris and Brad 

Winke. Conservation Service Award 

recipients were Paula Lozano and 
Delores Cole. 
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 CONSERVATION REPORT 

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONSERVATION EFFORTS  AT BSBO.ORG 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

By Conservation Committee member Steve Pollick 
 
The BSBO Conservation Committee has maintained a high-

energy pace on many fronts, particularly in regard to its 
most critical issue, that of conservation of birds and bats in 

the face of several proposed massive wind farms. Without 

further ado: 
 

LEEDCo/Icebreaker project 
 

This six-turbine project in central Lake Erie off Cleveland 

would be North America’s first freshwater offshore wind 
project and doubtless would pave the way for thousands of 

turbines across the Great Lakes and rest of the continent. 
The science and conservation of wildlife must be done 

right, which is BSBO’s unyielding stance. 

 
Committee members plan to attend an Ohio Power Siting 

Board adjudicatory hearing re-scheduled for September 24. 
They both testified earlier at an OPSB public hearing in 

Cleveland in behalf of sound science and strict oversight 
applied rigorously to Icebreaker. 

 

A telling article in the Sept. 7 Cleveland Plain Dealer 
indicates that BSBO-led concerns are being heard. A 

summary said in part: The staff of the Ohio Power Siting 
Board has recommended that the six wind turbines the 

Lake Erie Energy Development Corp. (LEEDCo) has 

proposed building 10 miles offshore operate only during 
daylight hours for 10 months out of the year while experts 

determine whether technology designed to detect bird and 
bat collisions with the turbines is effective. LEEDCo has 

tried without success to negotiate a compromise. The issue 

and other issues regarding sophisticated radar systems are 
now headed into that begin Sept. 24 in Columbus. 

 
On a related note, the Ohio Sierra Club and Ohio 

Environmental Council continue unquestioned support of 

wind power as an alternative to fossil fuel without 
challenging demonstrable wildlife (bird and bat killings) 

impacts of turbine arrays. 
 

The Committee’s Steve Pollick, meanwhile, submitted an 
independent, sharp rebuttal Op-Ed to The Blade in 

response to a pointed LEEDCo Op-Ed in that newspaper. 

LEEDCo’s Op-Ed took aim pointedly at BSBO for 
questioning Icebreaker’s impacts. Pollick’s piece has been 

re-published on social media, so it may have a wider 
reach.  

 

Also, the National Audubon Society appears to be 
hardening its stance in questioning the validity of LEEDCo/

Icebreaker as a result of BSBO challenges. 
 

EDP Renewables Timber Road  
 
This is a wind-turbine facility in Paulding County owned by 

EDP Renewables, known as Timber Road II, in which BSBO 
is able to analyze mortality data. The data was provided to 

BSBO after years of requests and meetings facilitated 

between BSBO and EDP Renewables by Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources. BSBO Conservation Committee 

member and noted wind researcher, Dr. Shawn 
Smallwood,  is scheduled to complete an analysis. BSBO 

filed a  federal Freedom of Information Act request for this 

data, which was rejected on the grounds that it might 
“impeded an ongoing federal investigation into the facility.”  

Even while there was an investigation taking place, the 
Ohio Power Siting Board approved an expansion of this 

facility. Just one more major obstacle we face in protecting 
birds and bats from the expansion of wind energy.  

 

Republic Wind  
 

An OPSB public hearing for this 58-turbine project for as 
been postponed with a new date unset. The Committee 

has obtained massive amounts of information in the 

applications, much of it on birds and bats. Our initial 
review indicates much of the information is dated and 

questionable, and the Committee plans to prepare case 
comments for BSBO.   
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Seneca Wind 
 
The Committee plans to review data for Seneca Wind, 

which would construct 85 units, according to OPSB. Both 

these projects have generated widespread local 
opposition. 

 

Ohio Wind Energy Legislation 
 

Member Ken Mauer has drafted proposed state wind-
energy legislation to address the complete and utter lack 

of regulation or wildlife review of massive single turbine 
projects in Ohio. With support from two Ohio lawmakers, 

on  Aug. 20 the Committee presented our draft  to the 
administration and staff of the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources. 

 
The discussion focused on the benefits of ODNR’s 

Memorandum of Understanding with LEEDCo as a 
template for future projects, and of the need to 

substantially revise the ODNR pre- and post-construction 

monitoring protocols. BSBO is awaiting ODNR comments. 
 

This action would change overall responsibility on wind 
projects. 

 

BSBO’s Bird-safe / Birder-friendly 
Communities Initiatives  
 

Toledo Initiative - Lights Out  
BSBO continues to build this program, to turn off lights in 

and on tall buildings during bird migrations, as “Bird 

Friendly Toledo” rather than as a “Lights Out” project 

(elsewhere) because of the latter’s negative implications. 

Lucas County commissioners have endorsed the concept, 
but a change of mayor in Toledo has slowed the city 

response, which is expected to be positive as well. 
 

Oak Harbor Initiative - Outdoor Cat 
Program 
 

BSBO’s proposal to control feral cats in the village of Oak 

Harbor recently received increased impetus with a 
complaint at a recent council meeting by Mil Greggila, 

Principal of the St. Boniface Elementary School. 
 

Greggila reported that dozens of cats in a nearby colony 

are using the school’s grassy playground as a giant 
litterbox.  She said that the cats that are either friendly 

enough or too sick (or have grave injuries with maggots 
visible) to flee often are picked up by the kids. Also, a 

school staff member left car windows down on a 

particularly hot day, only to discover when she arrived 
home that one of the cats had stowed away in her car. 

 
Committee members in attendance raised issues over 

human health concerns from feral cat colonies, of which 
the village has several. It was also noted that BSBO had 

convened a working group and the group has presented 

the revised legislation to the Village Safety Committee. If 
approved, a cat ordinance would be presented to Village 

Council. We expect Village Council to adopt this revised 
legislation at a meeting this fall.   
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 EDUCATION & OUTREACH UPDATES  
OHIO YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB WELCOMES NEW CHAPTER 

BSBO continues to expand our efforts to 

engage and empower young people, and we 
are thrilled to announce a new regional 

chapter of our young birders program! 
 

Please help us to welcome the Ohio Young 

Birders Club Southeast Chapter! This new 
chapter will help OYBC reach a broader 

geographical range of young birders and 
provide enriching experiences in nature.  

 
If you are interested in joining the SW 

Advisor team, contact Laura Guerard at  

lauraguerard@bsbo.org. 

 

So far this fall, BSBO has delivered 
programs to over 2,000 students. In 

addition to many other groups and 
schools, major programs included our 

participation in “Explore Your 
Backyard” for all Sandusky County 4th 

grade classes, the 57th Annual 

Conservation Field Day for Ottawa 
County 5th grades, the annual BIG 

event (Believing In Girls) for Girls 
Scouts.  

 

 

During the month of October BSBO’s  
education, outreach, and research 

staff will host schools from the Toledo 
area to deliver the acclaimed Wetland 

Investigation Network (WIN program) 
with our partners at Ottawa NWR and 

the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area. We 
are fortunate to be able to offer these 

programs to students at no cost to 

schools thanks to the support of  
BSBO members, donors, and grants. Fourth grade volunteers help Outreach Director, 

Jason Guerard, demonstrate owl adaptations  
during  "Exploring Your Backyard"  



OCTOBER 
Ohio Young Birders Club Big Sit/Big Day Fundraiser 

Support nature education with a donation to your local 
OYBC chapter! Check your local OYBC chapter for details 

and to register visit ohioyoungbirders.org 

 
NOVEMBER 
Saturday, Nov. 3 
Ohio Young Birders Conference 

Visit ohioyoungbirders.org for more information 
 

Sunday, Nov. 11 
Highway Cleanup and Grounds Beautification 

10AM-12PM, Black Swamp Bird Observatory 

 
Saturday, Nov. 17 

Lake Erie Pelagic 
9AM-1PM, Cleveland Flats 

BSBO members $60, BSBO non-members $75, OYBC/

student $30 
bsbo.org/lake-erie-pelagics 
 

DECEMBER 

Saturday, Dec. 1 

Lake Erie Pelagic 
9AM-1PM, Cleveland Flats 

BSBO members $60, BSBO non-members $75, OYBC/

student $30 
bsbo.org/lake-erie-pelagics 

 
Sunday, Dec. 2 

Holiday Open House 

12-4PM, BSBO, Magee Marsh Wildlife Area, and Ottawa 
National Wildlife Refuge 

 
Saturday, Dec. 1, to Sunday, Dec. 2 

Ottawa Wildlife Drive 
Sunrise to sunset 

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge 

 
Saturday, Dec. 22, to Sunday, Dec. 23 

Ottawa Wildlife Drive 
Sunrise to sunset 

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS  
12th Annual  

Ohio Young Birders Conference 
Saturday, November 3 

Grange Insurance Audubon Center 
Columbus, OH 

The revolutionary OYBC Conference provides unique opportunities for student members to address an audience of 

their peers with professional presentations on birding and/or conservation topics of their choosing. In addition to 
the student presentations, the OYBC Annual Conference includes field trips, fabulous door prizes, lunch, optics 

raffles, and a bird quiz led by noted author Kenn Kaufman with assistance from OYBC members. The OYBC 
Conference is a great way to be inspired by young birders from all over the state and to see what unique 

opportunities the OYBC can provide! This is an event for the whole family!  

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

We are thrilled to announce that the BSBO education department’s $35,000 grant application to the Frederick S. Upton 

Foundation has been FULLY FUNDED!  This grant will provide funding that will allow us to continue to offer our dynamic 
education programs for more students in the coming year. We offer sincere gratitude to BSBO Board Member, Margy 

Trumbull for helping make our application possible.    
 

The mission of the Frederick S. Upton Foundation is to love your community; to be aware and perceptive as to what is 
needed – economically and culturally; to improve and enrich the quality of life of its inhabitants; and to work together 
as family members and trustees, serving others through the Foundation with wisdom and compassion. 

BSBO RECEIVES $35,000 GRANT FROM  
THE FREDERICK S. UPTON FOUNDATION 
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 LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR BSBO’S YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB 

     I am writing in support of the Ohio 
Young Birders Club (OYBC) grant 
application. The six years I spent as a 
student member of the OYBC built my self-
confidence as a struggling teen, trained me 
as a science educator, instilled in me the 
importance of community outreach, and 
launched my career as an avian ecologist.  
     I have loved birds and bird-watching 

since I was a toddler, but quickly learned 
in elementary school that my hobby was 
unusual and a great target for bullying. I 
attended bird walks at local parks, turning 
to adults when my peers would not accept 
me, but often had to deal with older 
birders who found my youthful exuberance 
too annoying or who discounted my 
knowledge because of my age. I had 
almost given up on birding as a hobby 
when I learned about the newly formed 
OYBC in 2006. I was ecstatic to meet other 
students who liked going birding, expecting 
to find friends with whom I could share my 
passion uninhibited by shame or 
embarrassment. Little did I know that the 
OYBC would be that and so much more.  
     On my very first outing with the OYBC, 
I was greeted by a community dedicated 
to giving me space to explore my passion, 
connecting me with peers across the state 
and world, educating me about not only 
the identification of birds but also 
conservation and life history, and 
empowering me to become a leader in 
education, outreach, and research. I 
immediately had friends to chat with about 
birds any day of the week—we spent hours 
not only bird watching, but also playing 
board games, catching snakes, and 
exploring the natural world. We connected 
with young birders around the world, 

comparing life-lists, competing on bird 
identification quizzes, and helping them 
kick-start their own birding communities.  
     Because of the OYBC I still have a 
group of close friends and professional 
contacts around the world in fields as 
diverse as environmental law, ecotourism, 
education, and scientific research.  
     The adult leaders of the group went 
out of their way to make each one of us 
feel that our insights were meaningful and 

important, extending their 

support beyond just bird-related 
topics to embrace our other 
hobbies and accomplishments. 
No bird was too common for 
them to help us identify—to this 
day one of my favorite birds is 
the Red-breasted Merganser, 

because on that first bird walk the adult 
leaders took the time to show me a 
merganser and tell me all about it, despite 
the fact that there were thousands on the 
lake that day and the rest of the students 
were more interested in the rare gulls 
nearby. I still remember some of the 
conversations on the long bus rides, where 
mentors from the local community would 

encourage us to chat away for hours about 
our piano recitals, soccer games, 
classwork, etc.  
     As a struggling teenager with little 
support at home, I was incredibly moved 
by the extent to which the adults in the 
group embraced us for who we were—the 
first time I met the amazing Kimberly 
Kaufman she greeted me like a long-lost 
family member and pulled me away to 
catch some moths. We were invited to 
participate at the annual Young Birders 
Conferences, where students gave hour-
long presentations like important keynote 
speakers. I will never forget how, as a 
nervous 14-year-old presenting about 
condors to hundreds of people, I looked at 
the front row and saw Kenn Kaufman 
taking a page of notes, as if everything I 
had to say was new and exciting to an 
expert on birds! I cannot express how 
important and meaningful the adult 
mentors’ support was for me as a teen.  
     Many undergraduates get caught in a 
situation where they do not have enough 
experience to get a job and cannot gain 
experience because they have no job, 
forcing them to take unpaid positions and 
accrue tons of debt.  
     The OYBC helped us bypass that 
scenario altogether by providing us with 
meaningful outreach, research, and 

education experience in middle and high 
school. Our Youth Advisory Panel ran the 
club—as teens we would hold conference 
calls with governing officials, local business 
leaders, and conservation groups. We 
spoke at birding festivals and Audubon 
meetings, reaching out to families and 
other young adults. We participated in 
biological surveys with expert 
herpetologists, entomologists, and 
botanists.  

     Through the club we had amazing 

opportunities—I attended the Cornell 
Young Birders’ Event with the help of an 
OYBC scholarship, and led an ecotourism 
trip to the Galapagos Islands as an intern 
with Wildside Nature Tours Inc. By the end 
of high school I had not only research 
experience, but also the confidence to 
speak to audiences of all ages about birds 
and conservation and the tools necessary 
to write grants, engage politicians, and 
build networks.  
     I cannot emphasize enough how 
important the OYBC has been for my 
professional career. Because of my 
research experiences in high school I 
received paid positions researching birds 

every year of undergrad, an opportunity 
none of my peers were given. I built upon 
my outreach training, running programs at 
local libraries, Audubon clubs, and Girl 
Scouts’ meetings, eventually earning a full-
ride science communication scholarship for 
the last two years of my undergraduate 
studies.  
     I am currently finishing a Master’s 
degree with the support of a National 
Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship—an award that I earned, in 
part, with a cover letter that detailed my 
experiences with the OYBC and my 
potential to build those experiences into a 
research and outreach career. In the last 
year I have run education programs at 
zoos, appeared on television and radio to 
talk about science and conservation, been 
featured in newspaper and magazine 
articles about birds, helped start a science 
education blog, and designed outreach 
programs for young female students.  
     I owe my confidence as a birder, 
student, educator, and scientist to the 
encouragement I received and  
empowerment I experienced as an active 
OYBC member.  
     I firmly believe that without the support 
and opportunities provided by the OYBC I 
would not have become the scientist that I 
am today. Please consider providing the 

Ohio Young Birders Club with the funding it 
needs to support, educate, and launch the 
careers of many more young professionals 
like me.  
 
Sincerely,  
Sarah Winnicki  
Master’s Student  
Kansas State University  
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR BSBO’S YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

     I am writing today in enthusiastic sup-
port of the Ohio Young Birder’s Club. As 
one of the founding members, when I was 
14 years old, I can attest to the profound 
impact that it has had on my life, my ca-
reer and the lives of many of my peers. I 
would not have a PhD today, or be working 
on the project I am apart of, without the 
skills, and network that I gained through 
my participation in the OYBC. 
     I grew up in rural Ohio, just outside of 
Fremont, the daughter of an auto mechan-
ic. By that information alone, my likelihood 
of graduating college, much less getting 
into a fully funded PhD program would 
have been nil. Thanks to the OYBC and the 
he skills that I gained in leadership and 
ornithology I was able to stand out from 
the crowd at every turn. 
     As a teenager one of the most powerful 
things about the OYBC, which is something 
I did not fully appreciate till later, was that 
we, the youth, were in charge of the or-
ganization. It was not created for us but by 
us. It was my friend Phil’s idea to have an 
annual conference where the teenagers 

gave the talks, we were the ones who 
came up with the ideas for the field trips, 
and who helped design the newsletter. 
This helped me develop leadership skills 
and confidence to expression my opinions 
and listen to the opinions of others in a 
collaborative way. These experiences 
helped me land jobs in undergrad, includ-
ing one as a supervisor at the age of 19, 
over people in their mid to late 20s, experi-
ence not normally given to second year 
undergraduate students because I had the 
ability to mediate issues, evaluate risks and 
make decisions.  
     Being able to supervise people as an 
undergrad helped me land my PhD position 
where I ran a large multi-agency research 
project for 5 years, which was vital experi-
ence in landing my current job coordinat-
ing the Gulf of Mexico Avian Monitoring 
Network, a collaborative group of 45 or-
ganizations and over 200 people. 
     Of the OYBC founding members, four 
of the six are involved in the scientific com-
munity as a career, and all of us continue 
as nature lovers in our free time. There is 
important value in the OYBC beyond its 

powerful ability to enable young people 
from diverse backgrounds to start careers 
in science. Ohio and our country desper-
ately need a public that values our natural 
communities and are invested in environ-
mental health. This includes everyone, not 
just scientists. I firmly believe organiza-
tions like the OYBC are vital for fostering 
that appreciation and value in the lives of 
everyone, regardless of their chosen career 
path.  
     Having an appreciation of the natural 
world around them will help them lead 
healthier and more fulfilling lives. These 
benefits aren’t just restricted to the mem-
bers of the OYBC, but also their families 
and friends, who can learn from their ex-
citement and passion. My family and 
friends pay more attention to birds and 
have changed small parts of their life style 
choices in response to my experiences in 
the OYBC, and I am sure I am not an 
anomaly. 
     Presenting at the Ohio Young Birder’s 
Club Conferences shaped the way I give 
presentations and share my passion. 

Speaking to a room of people my own age 
allowed me to share my excitement as well 
as my science. This is a habit I continue 
now, even in rooms of stuffy scientists (I 
was told at two international conferences 
recently that I was the most exciting pre-
senter they saw all week). Having those 
experiences gave me the confidence to 
present my undergraduate research at 
regional and national conferences earlier in 
my undergraduate career then my peers.  
     Ornithology has a long history of non-
scientists making vital contributions to the 
field, and the work and passion displayed 
by OYBC members at the annual confer-
ence is a constant testament to this and 
prepares each presenter well for whatever 
career they pursue by reinforcing their 
excitement and ability to talk about a topic 
like a professional.  
     The OYBC treats its young people like 
peers, like valuable members of a commu-
nity, not like children, and that is vitally 
important. The mentorship and community 
of the OYBC has been a vital part of my life 
for over a decade now. It is a community 
from which I continue to draw support and 

encouragement, even as a now 28 year old 
with a PhD.  
     The teenage years can be tough for 
anyone, and finding peers at your school 
who are also interested in the natural 
world is difficult. The OYBC provided a vital 
community to help foster and encourage 
young people who might have lost interest 
for lack of likeminded friends. I know this 
community was key for me, it helped me 
grow my interest, expand it beyond birds 
and understand the place of birds and bird-
ing within the larger world and community.  
     The people I met through the OYBC, 
both my peers and mentors have helped 
encourage me to continue with my passion 
in science, provided me with support and 
resources to have the confidence to pursue 
my dreams. The OYBC has been my sec-
ond family, the one that always under-
stands my passion and excitement for the 
natural world, even when my biological 
family did not. It has challenged me and 
helped me grow and supported me from 
near and far. They held me through per-
sonal loss and celebrated with me through 

many great triumphs.  
     The power of this community for young 
people cannot be stated enough, it em-
powers young people, inspires the adults 
who work with them and helps create a 
brighter future for Ohio and our country. 
 
Auriel M.V. Fournier, PhD 
Ohio Young Birder’s Club  
Founding Member 
Postdoctoral Research Associate 
Mississippi State University 
Coastal Research and Extension 
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BSBO RESEARCH REPORT 
The spring 2018 data is still being compiled, but we can 

look at the preliminary data from our main banding station, 
Navarre Marsh. Our banding totals at Navarre Marsh this 

spring were 6,971 individuals, which is well below the 
average number of birds banded each spring (7,800 

individuals). We average more than 1,000 recaptures in a 

spring season, but this year we only had about 500 
recaptures. This indicates below-normal bird activity and 

stopover, which could have been dictated by the strange 
spring weather. While details of this season need to be 

analyzed (especially age ratios), it appears the cold start to 
the spring weather may have held up short-distance 

migrants resulting in above-normal numbers coming 

through in fewer days. Thus, a lower volume of birds 
banded at the station during that timespan. Once they 

received favorable weather, neotropical migrants were in 
catch-up mode resulting in lower volume at the station. 

They were able to continue their journey north to their 

breeding grounds without stopping. High water levels in the 
marsh could explain the more traditional “wetland” species 

being captured. 
 

We banded record spring numbers in Eastern Phoebe, Fox 
Sparrow, and Prothonotary Warbler and considerably more 

Song Sparrow, Nashville Warbler, Yellow Warbler, 

Blackburnian Warbler, Brown Creeper, and Golden-crowned 
Kinglet. This is in contrast to significantly fewer Blackpoll 

Warbler, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Veery, Northern Waterthrush, 
Canada Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, Black-

and-white Warbler, Least Flycatcher, Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Ovenbird, Wood 
Thrush, and Gray Catbird compared to other years. 

Exceptionally low numbers were noted for Swamp Sparrow, 
Indigo Bunting, White-crowned Sparrow, White-throated 

Sparrow, Red-eyed Vireo, and Philadelphia Vireo. An 

exciting highlight was the capture of a Lawrence’s Warbler 

in May, only the second for the station. Additional highlights 
this spring include the capture of two Belted Kingfishers, 

Sora, Green Heron, American Kestrel, Eastern Whip-poor-
will, and Worm-eating Warbler.  
  
BREEDING BIRD RESEARCH 
 

The BSBO MAPS Station completed its second season in 

2018. While contributing to the continent-wide Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and Survival (MAPS), this study site will 

be documenting the avian community and any changes as 
the area matures through scrub-shrub to mature Black 

Swamp Forest. Three hundred sixteen new birds (25 

species) were captured. The major species captured were 
Yellow Warbler (118), Gray Catbird (79), Willow Flycatcher 

(18), Red-winged Blackbird (11), Cedar Waxwing (11), and 
Common Yellowthroat (11). Highlights included American 

Woodcock (3) and American Redstart.  
 

Oak Openings completed its 26-year mark at the Ostrich 
Lane site. A prime objective at this site is to monitor 

changes as the area recovers from the 2010 tornadoes.  
 

This area had 235 new birds captured (34 species), along 

with a previously banded Red-headed Woodpecker. 
Dominant species banded were Gray Catbird (48), Field 

Sparrow (34), House Wren (31), American Goldfinch (17), 
and Common Yellowthroat (14). Highlights included a 

migrant Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Acadian Flycatcher, Lark 

Sparrow, Summer Tanager, Yellow-throated Vireo (only one 
banded previously), and Blue-winged Warbler. This was by 

far the largest capture of Gray Catbirds since the project 
started. Common Yellowthroat has been increasing since 

2015 with double-digit captures each year.  

L to R: Golden-winged Warbler, Lawrence’s Warbler, and Blue-winged Warbler. 



B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

P A G E  1 3  

Magee Marsh Road NOW OPEN!  
 
Ohio Division of Wildlife (ODOW) has announced that the barricade to the Magee entrance road was removed late 
Friday, October 5. The bridges are complete and ODOW will return to their normal controlled hunt schedule. Access to 

the boardwalk will be available after 3PM on Saturdays and all day Sunday on select weekends. Please review the 
calendars for the controlled hunt schedule available on the BSBO website at www.bsbo.org/mageehunt. 

On the days the road is closed for hunting access will be available to the Bird Center, but not to the boardwalk.  

 

RESEARCH CONTINUED 
2018 MAPS STUDY HIGHLIGHTS 

 316 birds 25 species 

 
Yellow Warbler  118 

Gray Catbird  79 
Willow Flycatcher 18 

Red-winged Blackbird 11 

Cedar Waxwing  11 
Common Yellowthroat 11 

 

235 birds 34 species 

 
Gray Catbird  48 

Field Sparrow  34 
House Wren  31 

American Goldfinch 17 

Common Yellowthroat 14 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory  Oak Openings Metropark 

With special thanks to Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, Winous Point Marsh Conservancy, 
and Metroparks Toledo for their support of BSBO’s research! 

BSBO Initiates Blackpoll Warbler Working Group 
 
With the goal of improving the accuracy of major reports on population trends of many birds, BSBO initiated the 

formation of a Blackpoll Warbler working group. Our goal is to convince authors of these studies to include migration 
data with the Breeding Bird Survey data currently used to determine population trends. Since BSBO bands more 

Blackpolls than any other research station, we are using this species as the flagship species for this initiative.  
 

The Western Basin of Lake Erie may be one of the most important staging areas in North America for this species as 

our banding totals far out-pace other parts of the country. There is also some discussion that Lake Erie maybe a 
jumping off place for Blackpolls to start their trans-Atlantic flight to South America with the mass our research 

documents each fall.   

Support BSBO’s research by Sponsoring a Mist Net!  
 

The songbird migration monitoring research conducted by BSBO has documented the timing of spring and fall 

migration in the Lake Erie Marsh region and has identified the importance of this region for migrating birds.  
At $75 per net, mist nets are our biggest research expense. These nets are a vital tool in our bird banding projects. 

You can help continue this valuable monitoring project by sponsoring a mist net! To sponsor a mist net, visit our secure 
website at bsbo.org/sponsor-a-mist-net or by mailing a check to the address on the back cover! 
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<< The U.S. 

Department of 
the Interior 
Migratory Bird 
Hunting and 
Conservation 
Stamp is now 
available! 
Stamps can be 
purchased at 
the BSBO 
Nature Store or 
online @ 
bsbo.org/
conservation-
stamps 

AUTUMN NATURE STORE HOURS 
11AM—4PM 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY 

Cold weather will be here soon! What better way to sip your 
bird-friendly coffee, hot chocolate, or hot cider and watch 

birds than in a Black Swamp Bird Observatory coffee mug?!  
 

Right now we have Black Swamp Bird Observatory and 

Biggest Week In American Birding coffee mugs as well as a 
stainless steel Black Swamp Bird Observatory travel coffee 

cup in stock. 
 

The Nature Store also has Biggest Week In American Birding 

merchandise, books, and we’re stocking up on lots of new 
holiday gift items. And don’t forget our Window on Wildlife! 

 
Visit bsbo.org to see photos of store merchandise or stop in 

and see us. We are located at 13551 W. SR 2, Oak Harbor, 

just inside Magee Marsh Wildlife Area. Nature Store hours 
for autumn are Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday 

11AM—4PM. 
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EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES, SOFTWARE 

 A new Dell laptop for our education  

department  

 LCD projector HD (1920 x 1080), 40000:1 con-

trast, 2200 lumens 

 Mist nets for our songbird research 

 Ink cartridges for our printers 

 Bird Food: Sunflower Seeds, Thistle Seeds, Suet 

Cakes  
 

RETAIL GIFT CARDS  

 Staples or OfficeMax  

 Lowe’s or Home Depot 

    Gas Cards for the BSBO Bird Bus 

 

Please call us if you’re willing to help with any of 

these items! 419-898-4070  

 

While shopping with Amazon or at Kroger, please 
consider donating to BSBO through AmazonSmile or 

Kroger Community Rewards! 
 

Many thanks to all of the members who already have 

made BSBO the recipient of donations through their 
AmazonSmile or Kroger Rewards accounts. For more 

information visit bsbo.org! 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

Thank you to our Passerine Research 

Technician, Alex Eberts, for hosting this 
birthday fundraiser for Black Swamp Bird 

Observatory! Alex's Facebook friends 
more than DOUBLED his original goal of 

$300!!  

 
BSBO has received more than $2,000 

from Facebook birthday and special event 
fundraisers this year!  

 
To learn more, contact Communications 

Director Jasmine Cupp at 419-898-4070 

or jasminecupp@bsbo.org ext. 200! 
 

LOOKING FOR AN EASY WAY TO  
HELP US HELP THE BIRDS?  

HOST A FACEBOOK FUNDRAISER FOR BSBO! 
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SUPPORTING 
 

Dorothy & William Baker 
John Clarke 
Sandy Drabik Collins 
Carol Culhane 
Jane Duerr & Steven Schafer 
Karen Forcum 
Cory Marshall 
John & Peggy McDevit 
Janet Naher-Snowden 
Tony Romano 
David Roos 
 

FAMILY 
 
Jessica Adamczyk & Sue Bauer 
Craig & Susan Adams 
Jason Antonick & Jessica 
Bertolo 
John Bailey 
Joan & Dave Baker 
Michelle Bartkowiak 
James Becker 
Jill Bickford 
Matt & Sue Boes 
Martha Boudreau 
Ann Broderick 
Isabelle Buck 
Lisa Burford 
Catherine Lewis & Ken McFarlan 
Mary Caulway 
Mike & Tia Ciferno 
Walter Combs 
Jeff Crawford 
Rebecca Crow 
Susan Cucuzza 
Lisa Dalporto 
Sally Dannemiller 
Ted & Denice Day 
Ron & Sharon DeCooman 
Jim & Janice Denham 
Dale & Amy Derick 
Lisa Devos 
Linda Doering 
Deborah Drake 
Wanda Eberly 
Bryan & Angela Edwards 

Jeremy Efroymson 
Harold Erland 
Michael Everhart 
Casey Faber 
Richard & Tia Fosdick 
Julie Grippo-Schuler 
Mallory Hall 
Jim Helwig 
Jeff & Tami Hill 
Trisha & Scott Hunt 
Kathy Jackson & John Tuba 

Mary & Johnny Jordan 

Kellie Kenniston 
Scott Kigar 
John & Beverley Kirby 
Keith & Wendy Kohnke 
Max & Pauline Kohr 
Matthew Kovach 
Miles Kucera 
Brian Loomis 
Mary C. Magistro 
Donna Markee 
Patrick Markee 
Sally Marti 
Amy Masell 
C. Weldon Mathews 
Debbie Mathews 
Katrina McCauley 

Virginia Meade 
Karl Mechem 
Richard Micka 
Kelly Milewski 
Bruce Miller 
Robbin Moser 
Earl Naue 
Tamara O'Brien 
William Oberdick 
Bobby & Curtis Pearson 
John Peer 
Diane Perkins 
Duepree & Luanne Pitts 
Stacie Randle 
Pat Rawert 
Jeffery Roemer 
Lar Roketenetz & Josh Koppen 
Jeff Rose 
Paul & Clara Rothermich 
Mark & Carrie Ruane 
Donald Sambrook 
Keith Schutter 
Greg Severson 
William Shaffer 
Pam Shirley & Peter Wong 
Cathleen Shobe 
Bill & Heather Siegler 
Faith & Al Smith 
Bruce Stehling 
Bill & Colleen Sturm 
Heidi Swanson 
Gina & Robert Swindell 

Tori Thomas 
Jo Tranchita 
Konstantinos & Melody 
Tsapranis 
Dick Walker 
Irene & Dan Weinman 
Kim & Jeff Wilhite 
Sherron & Sam Winer 
David Zittin 
 
 

INDIVIDUAL 
 
Jeffery Adams 
Sarah Adams 
Suzanne Aldrich 
Ashwini Anand 
Jackie Bailey 
Gabe Below 
Jennifer Benke 
Juliet Berger 
Lorie Born 
Jana Bowers 
Devon Bradley 
Jilly Burns 
Pam Burton 
William Buttner 
Shannon Cangelosi 
Lisa Casamatta 
Cynthia Case 
Ronnie Chavez 
Barb Chewning 
John Costin 
Sister Marty Dermody 
Pam DiFazio 
Mark Domann 
Jessica Drew 
Rachel Echols 
Mary Elsenheimer 
Lee Faber 
Laurie Fausnaugh 
Jane Fazio 
Kami Fields 
Catherine Forrest 

Emily Forsgren 
Robert Fry 
Nancy Furtado 
Tammy Gaines 
Dana Gavrilides 
David Genender 
Susan Gillhan 
Teresa Gilligan 
Vin Gleespen 
Jenny Graevell 
Deborah Greene 
Jocelin Hackathorn 
Christian Hagenlocher 
Rebecca Hart 
Arlene Hawkins 
Elaine Hessler 
Brian Hoblit 
Mohlon Hochstetler 
Nicole Hoekstra 
Terri Jacobson 
Amy Johnson 
Laurie Jones 
Paul Juhasz 
Andy Knepper 
Nicole Land 
Allison Lee 

Stu Mackenzie 

Miriam Mandel 
Angela Marbais 
Denise Merie 
Ivan Miller 
Tara Montini 
Melanie Navarre 
Tara Nicodemus 
Clare Nielsen 
Robin Ondrusek 
Jane Patterson 
Mary Perkins 
Alexandra Peters 
Zachary Phipps 
Dale Preston 
John Pumilio 
Barney Raye 

Susan Rine 
Pat Robie 
Michelle Robinson 
Elissa Runschlag 
Kim Sockman 
Kelly Spangler 
Jennifer Standish 
Dixie Stark 
Suzy Synder 
Simon Thompson 
Joan VanSickler 
Maureen Walrath 
Jen Wanisko 
Kelley Wehmeyer Shin 
Leslie Willmeth 
Anna Wittmer 
Phillip Wixom 
Robert Wright 
Becca Zak 
 

SENIOR 
 
Kris Arcuri 
John Armstrong 
Ben Ayling 
Terry Ballenger 
Greg Banialis 
Gwen Banner 
John Barber 
Lynn Barber 
Colleen Barenbrugge 
Kathy Barron 
Bruce Beckwith 
Lynn Bergmeyer 
Margaret Berkhousen 
Nancy Berry 
Anna Bert 
Sandra Blease 
Mike Bohland 
Marlene Bolea 
Carole Borek 
Angela Boudouris 

*All donations and memberships recorded as of August 31, 2018 
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 Melanie Boyd 

James Britner 
Kris Brown 
Pat Brown 
Richard Brown 
Susi Brown 
Rose Burke 
Elizabeth Buschmann 
Joan Callecod 
Carroll Cannon 
Brenda Cantrell 
Dan Carlstrom 
Richard Carstensen 
Tom Cathers 
Elaine Cavallaro 
Cynthia Clark 
Travis & Ginger Clark 

Rob Clements 
Laura Cleveland 
Dennis Colburn 
Joy Coleman 
Cheryl Colvin 
David Comes 
Darrick Courson 
Brent Cousino 
Lucy Crane 
Sally Crane 
Mary Dehnbostel-Vaughn 
Cheryl Delashmit 
Chuck Delatorre 
Gloria Denos 
Peter Denos 
Cynthia Dickerson 
Kathleen Dlabick 
Cinnamon Dornsife 
Marilyn Dula 
Pat Dwight 
Peter Dzubay 
Jim Eager 
Debbie Eberly 
Christina Flaga 
Jetta Fraser 
Tim Gallagher 
Milton Garb 
Ira Greenberg 
Robert Greytak 
Howard Haley 
Teresa Hallam 
Chrystal Hallifield 

Catherine Hansen 
James Hart 
Andrea Hassett 
Phyllis Hawkins 
Lana Hays 
Laura Herbelin 
Cheryl Hicks 

Mary Hodapp 

Karen Hughes 
Marilyn Hummel 
Catherine Hunziker 
Mary Louise Hutson 
Constance Ilmer 
Dee Johnson 
Pamela Johnson 
Mark Joliat 
Teresa Keller 
Nick Kerosky 
Dorothy Kimball 
Carol Kimbrough 
Cathy King 
Holly King 
Janice King 
Jan Kingery 

Patrick Kriner 
Ann Larson 
Katie Lasky 
Bonnie Law 
Marilyn Lawrence 
Kristen Lawrence 
Jimmy Lee 
Suzanne Lee 
Joan Lenord 
Debra Lewis 
James B. Lewis 
Gary Liebold 
Mary Lieneck 
Margaret Lintner 
Clare Loebl 
Dora Lopez 
Thaddeus Lupina 
Susan Maloney 
Charles Martin 
Carol Martinsen 
Mary Ann Wagner 
Dianne Masztak 
Jean McClenathen 
Marilyn McGee 
Patricia Miller 
Mark Mittlestat 
Lawrence Montowski 
Geraldine Mowery 
Jane Mueller 
Sheila Mumpton 
Brian Murphy 
Nancy Myerholtz 

Denise Niedzwiecki 
Mike Niklas 
Larry Nordick 
Cynthia Norris 
Pamela O'Neill 
Adriene O'Donnell 
Rick Painton 

Kathy Palmerton 

Emily Paluch 
Sandra Parker 
April Parrella 
Joan Parry 
Anne Pencella 
James & Elza Phillips 
Lee Ann Pretzman 
Gerald Radwanski 
Stuart Ravary 
Curt Rawn 
Karen Reed 
R. Lee Reed 
Suzanne Reinhart 
Reginald Reisenbichler 
Sue Righi 
Carol Rivchun 

Char Robinson 
Robert Rohrbaugh 
Debbie Rolf 
Margaret Roth 
Elizabeth Routt 
Brent Rowland 
Carol Sanford 
Catherine Scannell 
Jeanne Schairer 
David Schilling 
Mark Seaman 
Pamela Shanahan 
Martha Shaw 
Patricia Shepard 
Maureen Shiffler 
David Simmons 
Quentin Skrabec 
Jim Slattery 
Tim Smart 
Debbie Smilek 
Nancy Smith 
Wendy Smith 
Wilma Smithers 
Dave Snyder 
Bob Sommers 
Dale Springer 
John Starr 
Carol Stephens 
Donna Stevens 
Jim Stevenson 
Richard Stevick 
Ruth W. Stewart 

Roger Stone 
Patricia Suttmann 
Toni Sutton 
Mary Swift 
Dan & Pat Sydlowski 
Carla Taber 
Sandra Taylor-Brownfield 

Mike Taylor Sr. 

Mike Taylor 
Edward Thomas 
Patricia Thomas 
Robert Titus 
Rebecca Torisky 
Jane Underwood 
Michele Ventresca 
Shiv Verma 
Helen Vesey 
Doug Vine 
Ann Voight 
Tanya Voorhees 
Mary Wakefield 
George Walker 
Phil Warrick 
Barbara Weigel 

Janice Weisgerber 
William Welling 
David Wells 
Deborah Weston 
Valerie Whewell 
Anita Wierzba 
Geri Wildenberg 
Mary Anne Wilimek 
Theresa Wilkins 
Jean Witkowski 
Julie Wittmer 
M. Woodard 
Margaret Wroblewski 
Julie Yellig 
Sheryl Young 
 

STUDENTS 
 
Matthew Bell 
Carson Charville 
Alyssa Christoph 
Kayla Echols 
Libby Errickson 
Kelly Fiedler 
Amari Garcia 
Aric Hluch 
Annabelle Hunyor 
Rachel Iven 
Anna Kilian 
Gloria McCarthy 
Dominic Mirarchi 
Jessica Odette 
Brandon Patterson 
Wysteria Quiroga 
Nancy Ransom 
Karin Simonsen 
Dorothy Wade 
Oscar Wilhelmy 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

"We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give."      

Winston Churchill 
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Judith Amrose 

Katie Andersen 
Joyce Baker 

Ronald Baker 
Ronald Becker 

Erik Bruhnke 

Harold Buchanan 
Shannon Cangelosi 

Vicki Cobb Boes 
Richard Cohen 

John Costin 
Danielle DeMuth 

Mardi Dickinson 

James Dixon 
Mary Elsner 

Steve Elsner 
Carol Erland 

Harold Erland 

Robyn Evans 
Bob Finkelstein 

Nancy Foth 
Jean France 

Russ France 
Joan Gallagher 

Barbara Gasdaglis 

Susan Griggs 
Sue Grisko 

Christina Haines 
Cathy Hansen 

Mary Hill 

Susan Howe 
William Howe 

Carl Huffman 
Franklin Hughes 

Liz Jaggers 

Ramya Kapila 
Brett Kasper 

Kelly Kasper 

Jeff Keitzmann 

John Kern 
Mark Kratz 

Randy Kreager 
Charity Krueger 

Lloyd Kuck 

Lois Kuck 
JP Lawrence 

Kim Lawrence 
Wade Lawrence 

Ellit Lewis 
Nicole Lewis 

Wesley Lewis 

Zachary Lewis 
Anita Lieser 

Paula Lozano 
Mary Magistro 

Jack Manning 

Kenneth Mauer 
Patricia Mauer 

Liz McQuaid 
Katie Mehlow 

Valerie Mitrione 
Kathleen Muir 

Dianne Noice 

William Noice 
Adrienne O'Donnell 

John O'Donnell 
Jane Patterson 

Donna Pennington 

Joel Pennington 
Deborah Pinnell 

Michael Pinnell 
John Pumilio 

Martha Rainbolt 

Patricia Rawert 
Paula Reich 

Brian Rippon 

Marie Rossachacj 

Gail Rule 
Margery Rutbell 

Steven Schellenger 
Jane Schroeder 

Susan Short 

Don Skillman 
Laurie Skillman 

Jack Solomon 
Susan Solomon 

Dixie Stark 
James Steeg 

Susanne Steeg 

Mike Sustin 
Helen Taft 

Renee Tressler 
Margy Trumbull 

Scott Trumbull 

Venu Tummalapalli 
Deborah Turski 

Mary Vance 
Daniel VanderHart 

Melissa Wales 
Maureen Walrath 

Gail Walton 

Jen Wanisko 
Brian M. Wargo 

Daniel Weinman 
Irene Weinman 

Paul West 

Adair Whalen 
Lisa Whalen 

Tim Whalen 
Andy Wojcikowski 

BJ Worth 

Karen Zach 
Susan Zwierko 

*All donations and memberships recorded as of August 31, 2018 

DONATE THE GUIA DONORS 

Photo by Brian Zwiebel  



Nancy Andersen 

Terry & Joanne Gorges 
Robert Hikida 

Tracy Marr 

Inger Murdock 

Linda Rockwell  
John Stein 

Sandy Young  

OHIO YOUNG BIRDERS 

Steve Bodart 

Canton Audubon Society 
Will Chandler 

Mary H. Kittredge Fund 
Ohio Bluebird Society 

Edward & Merrelyn Powers 

Mitchell SanGregory 

Susan A. Setterlin  

Beulah Shanks 
Dean Sheldon, Jr. 

Bert Szabo 
Time & Optics 

Beverly Walborn 

Zeiss 

DONATED SERVICES AND ITEMS FROM OUR WISH LIST  

Reed & Diana Anderson 

Erik Bruder 

Paul & Jeannette Dornbusch 
Julie Heitz 

Tom Henneman, Jr. 
Robert Hershey 

Lois & Lloyd Kuck 

Lake Erie Tree Service  

Ardith Millington 

Robin & Michael Monarch 
Barb & Dan Myers 

George & Cynthia Sadler 
Dale Wilde & Elaine Roberts 

Christian Wilhelmy 
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FREQUENT FLYER MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM MEMBERS 

Dave & Kathy Billings 

Kim & Bob Hinkle 

Janet Hughes 
Andy & Michelle Jones 

Randy & Nancy Kreager 

Liz McQuaid 

Craig Line Photographics 
John Stein  

Join the BSBO “FREQUENT FLYER” Monthly Giving Program!  
 

Monthly giving allows BSBO to spend less time fundraising and more time helping the birds!  
Interested in becoming a Frequent Flyer?  

Visit www.bsbo.org/donate  
or contact Kimberly Kaufman at 419-898-4070 or kimkaufman@bsbo.org  

SPONSOR A MIST NET 

LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS 

Robin Arnold & Gena Husman  

Maclyn & Carol Ball 
Craig Caldwell 

Marylou Klein 

Charity Krueger 

Larry D. Richardson  
Tom Wasilewski 

Patricia Whitesides and Donald Bauman  

           Gail Gammel  

           Marc Picard 
           Sharon Sorenson 

We are deeply grateful to the following individuals for supporting BSBO through a planned gift.  
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Jeffery Adams 
Harriet Alger 

Amazon Smiles 
Karen Battles 

Gordon Bee 

Margaret Berkhousen 
Birderchicks, LLC 

Theresa Blanchard 
Steve Bodart 

Liz Bokram 
Iver Brook 

Lynn Burdine 

Will Chandler 
Candace Clark 

Dennis Colburn 
Sandy Drabik Collins 

Darrick Courson 

Annie & Tommy Crary 
Jim & Janice Denham 

Amy Downing 
Earthshare 

Eastern Maumee Bay Chamber of 

Commerce 
Allyson Evans 

Zvi Flanders 
Keith Fleming 

Nancy M. Foth 
Gary Gorbet 

Candy Graham 

Kathryn Greisen 
Robert Greytak 

Kitty Hall 
Jennifer Hamilton 

Tim & Joyce Haney 

Rebecca Harvey 
Cheryl Hicks 

William Houser 
Marilyn Hummel 

Clare Hylant 
Wendy King 

Martha Koteff 

Kroger 
Raymond Kutzman 

Margaret Lintner 
Arlynn Lyle 

Mike & Harriet Maier 
Sally Marti 

Mary H. Kittredge Fund 

Richard Micka 
Sharon Midgley 

Patricia Miller 
Dominic Mirarchi 

Mark Mittlestat 

Michael Monarch 
Lisa Myers 

Marcia Nedland 
Deb Neidert 

Network for Good 

Roger & Britt Nibert 
NiSource Political Action Committee 

Victoria Norman 
Ohio Biological Survey Inc. 

Ohio Bluebird Society 
Theresa Oleary 

Mark Ostoich 

Fern Overbaugh 
Marcia M. Paladino 

Vicki Pletcher 
Edward & Merrelyn Powers 

James & Shari Raab 

Bart Reinier 
Marty Reynard 

Pat Robie 
Linda Rockwell 

Libby Ross 
Elaine Routh & Ruth Skvarla 

Dennis Sadowski 

Mitchell SanGregory 
John Sawvel 

Anthony Schmitt 
Carlton Schooley 

Paul Schorr 
Susan A. Setterlin 

Beulah Shanks 

Arthur Shantz, Jr. 
Dean Sheldon, Jr. 

John Shiffler 
Robert Snyder 

Francine Sobon 

State Employees’ Community Campaign 
Diana Steele 

Ruth W. Stewart 
Bert Szabo 

The Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Edward Thomas 
Rebecca Torisky 

Michelle Tucker 
Mary Vance 

Carolyn VanderMeer 
Paul Wahr, Jr. 

Mary Wakefield 

Beverly Walborn 
Kisa Weeman 

Marsha Wikle 
Peter & Martha Wilcockson 

Lesley Willmeth 

Zeiss Birding 
Susan Zwierku 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS P A G E  2 0  

At the end of August, our friends 

at Nature’s Nursery, in 
Whitehouse, Ohio, took in this 

albino Northern Cardinal!   
The two photos on the left are 

from the day they took it in as a 

fledgling. The photo on the far 
right is a more recent photo of 

this bizarre yet beautiful bird 
showing what it will look like as 

it becomes an adult.  
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

PLEASE CONSIDER A 
GIFT TO BSBO IN YOUR 

ESTATE PLANNING 
 

Please consider supporting 
our research and education 

efforts by joining the  
BSBO Legacy Society. 

Bequests of any size are 
gratefully accepted.  

 
Your bequest will help us 
continue to help birds and 
conserve their habitats 
when you name Black 
Swamp Bird Observatory to 
receive: 

 
 A specific dollar amount 
 A percentage of your 

estate’s value 
 All or part of the 

remainder of your estate 
in your will or trust 

 All or part of the 
proceeds of a life 
insurance policy of 
retirement plan 

 
Please contact Kimberly 
Kaufman with any questions 
by calling 419-898-4070  
or emailing 
kimkaufman@bsbo.org. 

In memory of Sammy Dewyer 
 

Lee & Jane Garling 
 

In memory of Mary E. Hawkins 
 

Jerry Potts 
Kenn and Kimberly Kaufman 
 

In memory of Charles Poore 
 

Richard Cywinski 

Joyce Poore-Williams 
 

In memory of Robert Geither 
 

Ellen Albrecht 
 

In memory of Pat Donohoe 
 

Carol Heideman 
 

In memory of Hallie Mason 
 

Sally Deems & Denny Mogyordy 

Kathleen Pichola 
Beverly Zach 
 

For Karen Zach’s birthday 
 

Sally Deems & Denny Mogyordy 

 
In memory of Debbie Noward 
 

Susan Bagdonas 

John & Bonnie Buchhop 
CL Croninger 

Margaret Croninger 
Rochelle Fleming 

Dana Harris 
 

In memory of Edna Shieldcastle 
 

Don Bauman & Pat Whitesides 
Denise Bockelman 

Terry & Mary Breymaier 

Brenda Gates 
Kenn and Kimberly Kaufman 

Randy & Nancy Kreager 

Tracy Marr 

Edward & Merrelyn Powers 
Julie West 

Cheryl & Jerry Whipple 
Beverly Zach 
 

In memory of Amy Kobosky 
 

William Adams 

Gerald Allen 
Kathleen Barone 

Anthony & Carol Barr 

Yvonne Cunningham 
Judy Eichner 

Lauren Eichner 
Susan Hack 

Carole Hilinski 
Mary Lou Klobuka 

Carl Kobosky 

Rudy & Amy Kobosky 
Nancy Komarinski 

Nicholas Lamia 
Jean Levine 

Howard Loevner 

Mark & Catherine Loevner 
Steve Loevner 

Sean McNulty 
Arlene Mostowski 

Sharon Pawlowski 

Kenneth Pennell 
Irene Ramski 

Southwest Bowling League 
Cynthia Swartz 

Cheryl Szostak 
Jackie Tishko 

Nancy Valentich 

Donna & Bob Varley 
Bea W 

Michael & Linda Werner 
Denise Zarewcynski 

Elaine Zimmerman 

IN MEMORY OR  
HONORARIUM 
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2018 BSBO BIG SIT 

Claudia Anders 

Jerry Andrews 
Carol & Fred Avril 

Ellen Avril 
David Axt & Susan Wilkinson 

Judith Bailey 

KA Bailey 
DH Baker 

Terry Baker 
Tom & Paula Bartlett 

Barbara Bauer 
Jim & Cindy Beckman 

Barbara Berg 

Carol Bertrand 
Steve Bodart 

Nancy Bogart 
Elizabeth Boone 

Mike & Nancy Boyce 

Rosemary Brady 
Lisa Brohl 

Erik Bruder 
Carl & Laraine Brywczynski 

Ann Buchanan 
Craig Caldwell 

June Campbell 

Vincent Capozziello 
Yvonne Cecil 

Joan C. Clapp 
Marlene Cook 

Annie & Tommy Crary 

Karen Crook 
Dave & Laura Crotser 

Jeff & Becky Cullen 
Thomas Dankowski 

William Davies 

Joyce Deibert 
Guy Denny 

Jan Dixon 
Eleanor & Chuck Dombrowski 

Laura & Tim Dornan 
Scott Drake 

Mike & Deb Eickman 

James H. Eidemiller 
Joan Falcon 

Bill & Jo Fedor 

Mark Filter 

Bob Finkelstein 
Thomas Fishburn 

Nancy Flogge 
Doug & Pat Foote 

Robert & Pat Foreman 

John & Marita Freer 
Rev. Mark W. Frey 

Thomas & Stella Fye 
Paula Gamertsfelder 

Lee & Jane Garling 
Barbara Gee 

Randall Gehres 

Dr. John Geither 
Michelle Gilford 

Carole Gobert 
Laura Gooch & David Kazdan 

Barbara Gordon 

Terry & Joanne Gorges 
Robert & Katherine 

Griesmann 
Ann & Martin Gulbransen 

Larry & Linda Haas 
Barbara Hamelberg 

Susanne Hanno & Kathy 

Nicholson 
Ann Hannon 

Vic & Lois Harder 
Sharon Henry 

Steve Henthorne 

Loren Hintz 
Marita Hirt 

Marty & Linda Hoffman 
David Holz 

Irma Hoops 

Bob Hopp 
Bill & Sue Horvath 

Craig Hoskins 
David & Cathy Hunter 

Michael Hutchins 
Cathy Jackson & John Tuba 

Doug & Kris Johnson 

David Kagy 
John & Beverley Kirby 

Randy & Nancy Kreager 

Kenneth & Kathy Krepley 

William Krosky 
Charity Krueger 

Deborah Kuhn 
Gretchen Larson 

Roger & Celestia Lau 

Scott LeCroy 
Carol L. Leininger 

Brenda Lowe 
Anita Manzeck 

Christine Manzey 
Julene M. Market 

Daniel Marksz 

Fran Marple 
Shelia Martin 

Thomas May 
Mike Menzel & Kathryn 

Iverson 

Frank Merritt 
Dr. John & Joyce Millar 

Karen Moore 
Scott Morrison 

Lynn & Bob Moyer 
Jane Mueller 

Steven Murray 

Kathy Nienaber 
Ken Oldham 

Barbara Padgett 
Carol & Don Palmer 

Nancy Parry 

Morgan Pfeiffer 
Edward & Merrelyn Powers 

Sarah M. Reed 
Eric & Stephanie Reiner 

Dave & Nancy Reinhart 

Kelly Riccetti 
Jane Rinker 

Shane & Laura Roberts 
Tom & Mary Anne Romito 

Ann & Howard Rosenberg 
Bill & Marge Rupp 

Rita Rutledge 

Judy Semroc 
Steve & Mary Ann Sergio 

Mike & Marilyn Shade 

Beulah Shanks 

Edna Shieldcastle 
Linda Sloan 

Anne Smith 
Julia & Dan Smith 

Wendy Smith 

Sharon & James Snider 
Norma & Sandra Sohar 

Jack Solomon 
Kelly Spangler 

Mary St. John 
Sall St. Clair 

Tom & Faye Stahl 

Nancy Stemmer 
Joe & Bonnie Sudomir 

Michael Sweeney 
George Sydlowski 

Bert Szabo 

Alex & Bonnie Thomas 
Sue & Lee Tooman 

Laraine Turk 
Richard Tuttle 

Jerry & Pat Vitale 
Dan & Patricia Voydanoff 

Teresa Watson 

Jim & Cynthia Waymer 
Gretchen Weiher 

Georgia Welles 
Julie West 

Dennie & Nancy Whalen 

Cheryl & Jerry Whipple 
Wild Birds Unlimited 

Oscar Wilhelmy 
James Wilson 

Larry Wilson 

Richard Witter 
Charles & Alice Wolfe 

Norma & Lloyd Wygant 
Linda Wyse 

Gary & Jaqueline Yambert 
Todd Yuhas 

Karen Zach 

Mary Kay Zielinski 
Fred Zimmerman 

Karen Zipser 

*All donations and memberships recorded as of August 31, 2018 

A special thanks to Tom & Paula Bartlett for their dedication to  
Black Swamp Bird Observatory, birds, and education!  

Next year marks the 25th year for Bartlett’s Big Sit! 
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Harriet Alger 

Don Bauman & Pat Whitesides 

Pat Brown 
Nicholas Cook 

Susan Domanski 
Mark Giralt 

Ashli Gorbet 

Joan Grissing 

John Haddock 

Kelly Kasper 
Karin Krugman 

Emily Leto 
Larry Marlin 

Dominic Mirarchi 

Janice Morrow 

Anne Pancella 

Paula K. Reich 
Heidi Trudell 

Beverly Walborn 
Wildside Nature Tours 

CONSERVATION FUND 

2018 Conservation Fund Recipient 
Standing Rush, LLC 

For the second consecutive year, Standing Rush 
has been voted as the Conservation Fund 
recipient by the Black Swamp Bird Observatory 
staff and Conservation Committee members. 
 
Standing Rush is working on the restoration of 
over 600 acres of land and water located on the 
south shore of Sandusky Bay; encouraging habitat 
for everything from visiting warblers and 
shorebirds to nesting eagles and swans, Standing 
Rush can also manage for the rich native plant 
diversity that provides nursery habitat for loads of 
different kinds of fish and the right conditions for 
threatened species of snakes and turtles.  
 
Standing Rush manager Eric Kraus refers to the 
area as a patchwork of land. Kraus explains that 
the land and water can support a tremendous 
diversity of life while serving critical functions for 
all the people who live and rely on the broader 
health of the lake. 
 
For more information on the Biggest Week 
Conservation Fund, visit bwiab.com! 

There were also 66 raffle entries at BSBO’s Biggest Week In American Birding that went towards the Conservation Fund! 
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        Black Swamp Bird Observatory Membership Renewal 
  

 Name: __________________________________________________ 
 

 Organization: _____________________________________________ 
 

 Address: _________________________________________________ 
 

 City: __________________________  State: ______  Zip: __________ 
 

 Phone: ___________________ Email:_____________________________ 
 

 Gift Membership from: _________________________________________________ 
 

      Yes, I want to conserve trees and expense; sign me up for electronic delivery of the BSBO quarterly newsletter. 

     Yes, I have included BSBO in my will and/or estate planning.  

 
 $ _______  Donation Amount - Yes I would like to make a donation to help support BSBO! 
 
 $ _______  Annual Fund 
 
 $ _______  Membership Dues  
 
 $ _______  Total Amount Enclosed (Please make checks payable to BSBO) 
 
   

  Are you interested in volunteering? How? _________________________________         

 
 

 

__ $15 Student (24 and under)  

__ $25 Individual Senior (60 +) 

__ $35 Individual 

__ $40 Family 

__ $100 Supporting 

__ $250 Friends 

__ $500 Sustaining 


