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A darkened City of Toledo Skyline. Learn what this is all aboutand how it’s protecting birdson page 6. 

We dedicate this issue of BSBO NEWS to the Memory of Delores Cole. 
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The natural world lost a champion in May. And I lost a dear 
friend and mentor.  
 
Delores Anne Cole gained her wings and left her earthly 
bindings on May 5, 2019, during the peak of spring songbird 
migration. She is now soaring with the birds she loved and 
worked so hard for.  
 
Following successful careers with Stouffer Hotels, Marriott 
Hotels, Cole National, and KeyBank, she retired in December 
2012. But slowing down was definitely not part of the 
equation.  
 
Delores was an organizational genius whose post-retirement 
volunteer work had an enormous impact on natural resource 
conservation in Ohio. Delores loved birds and birding, and 
she contributed countless hours of her time and expertise to 
dozens of bird—and nature—focused nonprofits, including 

Kirtland Bird Club, Kelleys Island Audubon, Black Swamp Bird Observatory, Ohio Wetlands 
Association, Ohio Natural Areas and Preserves Association, Ohio Invasive Plant Council, and Ohio 
Prescribed Fire Council, to name a few. She was instrumental in the success of Black Swamp's Ohio 
Young Birders Club and our internationally recognized Biggest Week In American Birding.  
 
Although she shunned the spotlight and never cared about getting credit, she received numerous 
awards and accolades for her volunteer work, including BOTH of BSBO’s most prestigious volunteer 
awards, Volunteer of the Year and our Conservation Service Award.  
 
I met Delores Cole on May 21, 2006, at the first meeting of what would become the Ohio Young 
Birders Club. We hit it off immediately. While it was clear that we were *very* different in many 
ways, I think we both sensed immediately that we would make a great team.  
 
Our first project was getting the Ohio Young Birders Club off the ground, and the fact that we 
shared the same relentless work ethic resulted in us frequently spending 14-16 hours in marathon 
work sessions, building websites, newsletters, task lists, and ohmygoodness...the spreadsheets!  

She served on the BSBO Board, including several years as Treasurer, and her contribution of time 
and skill had an enormous impact on every aspect of BSBO’s mission--and on my life.  
 
For nearly ten years I spent about as much time with Delores as I did with Kenn, working on the 
OYBC, other BSBO projects, and then the BIG project, The Biggest Week In American Birding. We 
spent so many hours working on major projects that of course there were times when we wanted 
to kill each other. But we always came back around, and our friendship grew into something more 
like family. 
 
I had the privilege of being part of her care team for several months, and though I am relieved 
that her suffering is finally over, her death leaves a void in our lives that will never be filled. She 
leaves behind an immense legacy of giving that is impossible to measure. She will be deeply 
missed and fondly remembered.   
 
Miss D, I give you my word that I won't let any of the things you taught me go to waste. I'll do all 
that I can to carry on your legacy of giving. (I would say rest well, but if there actually is an 
afterlife, I'm sure you're already whipping it into shape!)  

 
 
 
 
 

Kimberly Kaufman 
Executive Director  
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
Sunday, August 11, Black Swamp Bird Observatory held 

their annual Volunteer Appreciation Day. Volunteers are so 
important in carrying out BSBO's mission of teaming 

research with education to promote bird conservation. 
Without our volunteers, we wouldn't be able to help birds 

so THANK YOU! 

 
The day started out with a field trip to Howard Marsh 

Metropark lead by BSBO staff, members of the Ohio Young 
Birders Club, and Kenn Kaufman. It was a beautiful day for 

a walk and the Least Bitterns were abundant.  

After the walk, volunteers gathered at Carroll Township 

Hall in Oak Harbor for a potluck lunch and a volunteer 
recognition ceremony. For their exceptional service to the 

organization, Yvonne Thoma-Patton and Kenn Kaufman 
received the prestigious Shieldcastle Volunteer of the Year 

Award. Darlene Sillick, Ohio Young Birders Club advisor 

and longtime conservationist, received the 2019 
Conservation Service Award for exemplary service.  Also in 

attendance were Lois and Vic Harder who have been 
volunteering with BSBO since its inception in 1992 (27 

years!). 

Below: Shieldcastle Volunteer of the Year Award Winners Kenn 
Kaufman and Yvonne Thoma-Patton. Right: OYBC member 
Adriana Losey presents Darlene Sillick with the Conservation 
Service Award. 



On Tuesday, May 7, The Biggest Week 
In American Birding hosted the world 
premiere of “Flight Path: The World of 

Migratory Birds” at the Maumee Bay 
Lodge and Conference Center. 
 
A collaboration between WGTE and 
BSBO, the program follows the 
astonishing travels of migratory birds 
and the migrations of the people who 
love them at the premiere of “Flight 
Path: The World of Migratory Birds.” 
Hosted by award-winning outdoor 
author and naturalist, Steve Pollick, this 
unique program guides viewers on a 

journey that culminates in northwest 
Ohio during The Biggest Week in 
American Birding. 

 
Kimberly Kaufman, Kenn Kaufman, Raul 
Arias de Para, J. Drew Lanham, Jim 
Mollenkopf and other experts from 
throughout the birding world discuss 
themes of ecology, conservation, 
ecotourism, technology and migration. 
(Produced by WGTE Public Media.)  
 
The program can be viewed online at: 
wgte.org/tv/programs/flight-path-world-
migratory-birds-0  

Flight Path Premieres at 2019 BIGGEST WEEK 
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BIGGEST WEEK IN AMERICAN BIRDING 

SAVE THE DATE  

FOR NEXT YEAR’S  

BIGGEST WEEK  

May 8-17, 2020 

Five Kirtland’s Warblers  
& Other Highlights!  

 

The 2019 Biggest Week In American Birding marked the 10th 

anniversary of the festival. Here are some highlights: 
+ Five Kirtland’s Warblers! 

+ Birding with Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz 
+ Amazing coverage from Matt Markey and The Toledo Blade 

+ Special thanks to Zeiss, Time & Optics, Mary & Scott Trumbull, 
Hunt's Photo & Video, Welltower, Promedica, Block 

Communications, Inc., Buckeye Broadband, Hylant Family 

Foundation, and The Nature Conservancy 
 

For more information and to see a complete list of species seen, 
visit biggestweekinamericanbirding.com. 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

10TH ANNUAL BIGGEST WEEK IN AMERICAN BIRDING A GRAND SUCCESS 

Kirtland’s Warbler  photo courtesy of  
Jeff Bouton of Leica Sport Optics. 
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Jason Ward’s Birds of North America features BSBO 
Jason Ward, host of Birds of North America, a new web 

series about birds and birding, attended the 10th 
anniversary of Black Swamp Bird Observatory's Biggest 

Week In American Birding with his film crew! 
 

In Season Two, Episode Two: “Jason Gets His First 

Tattoo”, Jason talks about his spark bird, the Peregrine 
Falcon, while getting his tattoo to compete in the Biggest 

Week's annual Tattoo Contest.  
 

In Season Two, Episode Three: “The Birds Are Happy And 
So Are We”, Jason talks with Kenn Kaufman about birding 

with Roger Tory Peterson for the first time while Jason 

birds with one of his bird heroes, Kenn, for the first time! 
Also in this episode, Kimberly Kaufman talks about her 

spark bird (the American Goldfinch), empowering women, 
and Kenn and Kim talk about the secret to their happy 

marriage. 

 
This episode also contains a lot of Biggest Week footage of 

bird snuggles on the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area boardwalk, 
lifer pie from Blackberry Corner, and bird puns with Kenn 

Kaufman.  
 

And coming soon: An Ohio Young Birders Episode!  
 

Thank you to Jason Ward and his crew at Birds of North 
America for spending time in northwest Ohio during The 
Biggest Week In American Birding. It was truly a pleasure 

to have you here.  
 

To watch Birds of North America, you can visit Topic's 

YouTube page or visit Facebook.com/ofNorthAmericaTopic 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  
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 CONSERVATION REPORT 

The BSBO Conservation Committee has been very busy the 

last couple of months, particularly in the areas of wind 
energy and collisions.  

 

BIRD-SAFE, BIRDER-FRIENDLY  
LIGHTS OUT INITIATIVE 
 
As we announced last spring, through the leadership and 

guidance of BSBO and Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative, the 

City of Toledo agreed to participate in our Bird-Safe, Birder-
Friendly City program. Phase One: participation in “Ohio 

Lights Out.” The Ohio Lights Out program seeks to 
minimize risk of building collisions to migrating birds. 

Collisions with lighted buildings are a leading cause of bird 
fatality during migration in North America, and it is 

estimated that up to half a billion birds die each year in 

North America from building collisions. The idea behind 
turning out the lights at night is straightforward: large 

numbers of birds migrate at night and do so by orienting 
themselves and their direction by the stars. Lights left on at 

night in tall buildings disorient the birds, especially in cities. 

Studies have shown that simply turning off certain lights at 
night during migration will dramatically reduce the number 

of building strikes and associated death rates. 
 

In downtown Toledo, beginning in Spring 2019, 
management of 5/3rd Bank, Hylant Insurance, PNC Bank, 

ProMedica, and 1 Government Center—with full support 

from Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz and Toledo City 
Council—all agreed to participate in the Lights Out program 

during spring and fall migration periods.  

 
Fall migration is underway, and the City of Toledo is, once 

again, doing their part to make the city a safer place for 
migratory birds. During a recent visit to International Park 

in east Toledo, BSBO Executive Director, Kimberly 

Kaufman, looked upon and photographed the skyline of 
downtown Toledo at 9:30 p.m. This photograph is hers and 

below she explains her reaction to the sight she witnessed:  
 
“Following a lovely dinner with friends along the Maumee 
River, I paused to admire and appreciate the scene before 
us. It was a beautiful summer evening: boats on the river, 
people walking in the park. And then I looked up at the city 
skyline. I’m not ashamed to admit that I was overcome 
with emotion at what I saw. The upper floors of nearly 
every tall building in the city of Toledo were dark. The 
culmination of years of effort, an entire city now cares 
more about birds, and they’re proving that through 
conservation action. I can’t tell you how proud I was to be 
part of BSBO in that moment.” ~Kimberly Kaufman. 

 
WIND ENERGY 
 
First is the Icebreaker Wind project, a proposal to put six 

turbines in Lake Erie near Cleveland, about seven miles 
offshore. This project has been lingering for almost a 

decade while trying to obtain a Certificate of Environmental 

Compatibility and Public Need (CECPN) from the Ohio 
Power Siting Board (OPSB), which would in essence be 
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 CONSERVATION REPORT CONTINUED 

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONSERVATION EFFORTS  AT BSBO.ORG 

permission to proceed with construction and operation. It 

has reached the final stages of the review process; the 
next step is to begin testimony and cross-examination 

before the adjudicatory judge. It is the time when expert 
witnesses will be called upon to provide testimony for both 

sides, those in favor and those opposed to the project. It 

precedes final deliberation by the OPSB. 
 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory has taken the two-fold 
position that the project should not be approved since the 

proposed site lies within the Central Basin of the lake, a 
designated Globally Important Bird Area. The ecological 

studies that have been performed and that are proposed 

for the future are not scientifically rigorous enough to be 
able to evaluate the potential risk to birds and bats. That 

would be a lethal combination of bad siting and bad 
science. 

 

In light of this, the former Regional Energy Coordinator for 
Region 3 of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Dr. Jeff 

Gosse, Ph.D., stated in written pre-hearing testimony: “My 
professional opinion, to a reasonable degree of scientific 

certainty, is that neither the Current Record nor the Pre-
Filed Testimony sets forth scientifically valid data or 

identifies validated methodologies sufficient for the Board 

to make findings and determinations: (1) as to the nature 
of the probable environmental impact of the Project on 

birds and bats as required by R.C. 4906.1 0(A)(2); or (2) 
that the Project represents the minimum adverse 

environmental impact to birds and bats as required by R.C. 

4906.1 0(A)(3).” In short, he says Icebreaker Wind has not 
provided evidence to the OPSB, which is required to 

consider awarding the CECPN. We are hoping that the 
OPSB takes into account the weight and scientific value of 

his experience and testimony, and denies the CECPN. 

 
The second project is that of Seneca Wind, a case before 

the OPSB to which BSBO has been a legal participant. This 
project would place 77 very tall, 600 feet tall, turbines in 

Seneca County. In a rather dramatic turn of events, Seneca 
Wind found themselves with not enough time to gain all 

the approvals necessary as a prerequisite to the hearings 

scheduled by OPSB. After the OPSB refused to allow 
Seneca Wind a postponement in the schedule, Seneca 

Wind chose to withdraw its application and close the 
proceedings. If they choose to refile another application to 

the OPSB in the future, which they have said they would, 

then the whole process begins over again. For the time 
being, the Seneca Wind project is over and done. While we 

see this as good news, we cautiously do not consider this a 

victory for birds and bats. We will be in a wait-and-see 
mode at least until the end of the year, or until further 

announcements from sPower, the developer behind Seneca 
Wind.  

 

LEGISLATIVE MEETINGS 
BSBO’s team is delivering our conservation messages 

directly to lawmakers. We’ve met recently with U.S. 
Senator Sherrod Brown, a representative from Ohio State 

Senator Sandra Williams’ office, and with Toledo Mayor 

Wade Kapszukiewicz.   
 

What better way to impress elected officials with the value 
of birds and birding than to take them to the Magee Marsh 

boardwalk during The Biggest Week In American Birding?!   
Morning birding with Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz.  

Thanks to the efforts of BSBO Board member, Margy 

Trumbull, BSBO’s Executive Director, Kimberly Kaufman, 
worked with the Mayor’s office to arrange a field trip for 

the Mayor and several members of his staff. It was a 
fabulous morning, and the Mayor and his staff expressed 

their commitment to doing their part to help Toledo be a 

more bird-safe and birder-friendly city.  

Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz (L) poses for a photo 
with Kenn Kaufman during a field trip to Magee Marsh.  
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 EDUCATION UPDATE 
BSBO’s OYBC receives $35,000 grant 

The Ohio EPA's Ohio Environmental Education Fund 
(OEEF) awarded Black Swamp Bird Observatory full 
funding of $35,000 for our Ohio Young Birders Club 
(OYBC) expansion. The OEEF grant fund will enable 
BSBO to achieve measurable objectives that support 
the overall goal of expanding and enhancing the 
OYBC and building a brighter future for bird 
conservation. 
 
The club currently has 225 student and adult sponsor 
members with six chapters across the state. 
 
Looking to make a difference in the lives of 

young birders? 
+ Become an OYBC Adult Sponsor 
+ Share your expertise as a Field Trip Leader 
+ Help strengthen your local chapter with a 
partnership 
+ Become an OYBC Advisor and encourage, educate, 
and empower our youth conservation leaders 
 
For more information about the Ohio Young Birders 
Club, visit ohioyoungbirders.org or contact Laura 
Guerard at lauraguerard@bsbo.org. 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

Wildside Nature Tours creates scholarship 
for OYBC 
 
During this year’s Biggest Week In American Birding, Kevin 

Loughlin and his team from Wildside Nature Tours donated 
$1000 to the Ohio Young Birders Club to start a new 

scholarship. The scholarship will provide financial 

assistance for OYBC members (age 14-17) to attend 
Coastal Maine Bird Studies on Hog Island, Session I: June 

14-19, 2020, operated by National Audubon Society. 
 

Heartfelt thanks to Kevin and his team at Wildside Nature 
Tours for supporting young birders with this incredible 

scholarship fund and opportunity. The first scholarship will 

be awarded in 2020.  
 

To learn more about this scholarship or to apply, visit 
ohioyoungbirders.org. 

 

Left: Laura Guerard, OYBC state-wide coordinator, accepts 
the donation from Kevin Loughlin during The Biggest Week 
In American Birding. 
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Save the date! 

Ohio Young Birders Conference 

November 9, 2019 @ The Toledo Zoo 

OHIO YOUNG BIRDERS CONFERENCE 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

25 years of  
Bartlett’s Big Sit 
 
Each year in May, Tom Bartlett conducts a 
BIG SIT fundraiser to support BSBO's 
education programs. 2019 was the 25th 
annual BIG SIT, and Tom has raised more 
than $125,000 for BSBO through this 
incredible effort! 
 
Tom spent 12 hours (5 a.m. to 5 p.m.) on 
International Migratory Bird Day, Saturday, 

May 11, tallying the birds he saw and 
heard from his count circle near the west 
end of the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area 
boardwalk. 
 
This year Tom raised over $15,500!! 
 
At BSBO, we are committed to connecting 
young people to the joyfulness of birds and 
the value of habitat conservation. Our 
strong focus on youth education is 
highlighted by our Wetland Investigation 
Network (WIN) program, which offers 
students grades K-12 a day-long 
exploration of the entire marsh ecosystem. 
 

Thanks to Tom’s efforts, and all the 
generous BIG SIT donors, we can offer 
these programs at no cost to schools.  
 
Thank you for your commitment to 
education and conservation, Tom! Pictured 
left is Tom Bartlett conducting his 2019 Big 
Sit. 
 
To see a list of donors, turn to page 16 of 
the newsletter.  
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 RESEARCH UPDATE 
HOWARD MARSH SURVEY RESULTS 
 
The first year post construction at Howard Marsh has set 

the bar very high. Extensive avian use exceeded even the 
greatest hopes. Bird use suggests invertebrate and small 

fish populations were strong in the restored wetlands and 

aquatic vegetation showed signs of rapid colonization that 
bodes well for the future.  

 
Of the 30 avian point count surveys conducted by BSBO in 

2018 (equaling 295 individual point counts) a total of 

27,906 birds of 134 species were recorded. Of these, 
19,259 were recorded on the property and 8,647 as fly-

bys. Red-winged Blackbird was by far the most observed 
species with 7,742 recorded on the property, followed by 

the next highest, Great Egret and Canada Goose, with 
1,091 and 1,073 respectively. 22 species listed as Focal or 

Priority species by the Upper Mississippi River and Great 

Lakes Region Joint Venture were also recorded including 
Common Tern (58), Blue-winged Teal (702), and American 

Golden-Plover (668). (Our sincere gratitude to our two 
intrepid surveyors, Barb and Dan Myers.)  

 

While the overwhelming bird use of the new area made 
great headlines and generated extremely high use and 

interest by the birding community, it was the surprise 
breeding species that set the tenor for birding in Northwest 

Ohio during the summer season. The first nesting in Lucas 

County by Black-necked Stilt and Wilson’s Phalarope were 
both confirmed and successful. At least five pairs of stilts 

were observed and young from at least three nests 
confirmed. At least three pairs of phalarope were present 

with one brood documented. 
 

This first year of post-construction data indicated not only 

an improved species richness but also increased 
abundance. In 

approximately half the 
survey effort, 2018 had 

similar species richness 

and nearly twice the 
volume of birds when 

compared to the 2014-15 
pre-construction surveys. 

Spring speciation was 
slightly down while fall 

migration and summer 

breeding species 
richness were well above 

pre-construction totals. 
Data gathered in 2018 

showed a considerable 

change in habitat and 

avian response to the Howard Marsh Metropark. The 

extensive use and variety of bird species diversity was 
much greater than could have been predicted. Other 

factors could have influenced unexpected breeding bird 
species but the degree of richness observed in this first 

year post construction supports the importance of 

restoring wetland habitat when possible. 
 

OAKS RESEARCH FORUM & METROPARKS 
BOARD PRESENTATIONS 
 

While Howard Marsh Metropark has been well represented 
in birding news over the past year, it has been the BSBO-

driven scientific counts that will provide the substance to 
restoration effort success and fuel potential funding for 

additional restoration in the region. BSBO was asked to 

present at the Toledo Metroparks Research Forum in 
February on significant findings and predictions on the 

future of Howard Marsh. The presentation documented the 
accuracy of the saying “if you build it, they will come.” As a 

result of that presentation BSBO was requested to repeat 

the presentation to the Toledo Metroparks Board of 
Directors. This resulted in huge support for restorations of 

this type and solidified the strong cooperative bond 
between the Observatory and Metroparks and could lead 

to even greater scientific collaboration. 
 

BREEDING BIRD RESEARCH 
 
The BSBO MAPS Station was washed out with the high 

Lake Erie water levels of this spring and summer. Much of 

the area around the office was inundated well into June, 
which made conditions unsafe for netting. We hope that 

normal conditions return for 2020 and the station will be 
able to come back on line. 
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Oak Openings completed its 27th year at the Ostrich Lane 

site. A prime objective at this site is to monitor changes as 
the area recovers from the 2010 tornadoes. This area had 

308 new birds captured of 32 species, with an additional 
previously banded Summer Tanager among 27 returning 

birds. Dominate species banded were Gray Catbird (57), 

House Wren (29), Field Sparrow (28), American Robin (24), 
and Indigo Bunting (21). Highlights included a migrant 

Tennessee Warbler, and breeding species such as Summer 
Tanager, Yellow-breasted Chat, Lark Sparrow, Red-headed 

Woodpecker (4 new and 2 returning), and Blue-winged 
Warbler. This was by far the largest capture of Gray 

Catbirds since the project started. Common Yellowthroat 

has been increasing since 2015 with double-digit captures 
each year.  

 

NABC LANDBIRD CERTIFICATION 
SESSIONS 
 
BSBO conducted a North American Banding Council (NABC) 

landbird certification session in late May at the Navarre 

banding station. The program is designed to test the skill 
levels of banders and provide a certificate of excellence to 

those meeting the standards of NABC. BSBO was well 
represented with four certified trainers performing the 

duties of testing. Along with established trainers Mark 
Shieldcastle and Annie Lindsay, newly certified trainers 

Ryan Jacob and Ashli Gorbet, and visiting trainer Devon 

Kammerichs-Berke certified one candidate at trainer level, 
five at bander level, and two individuals at the assistant 

bander for extraction in the three-day session. Ryan and 

Ashli have now completed the required participation in a 

session and now can lead sessions in the future. 
 

PAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 

A wide variety of papers have been moving forward in 

2019. A paper on the American Redstart x Magnolia 
Warbler hybrid captured in Navarre and a paper on spring 

migration of Blackpoll Warblers have been submitted to 
peer review journals for publishing. Banding 

Accomplishments in the Inland Bird Banding Association 

region for 2017 was published in the North American Bird 
Bander. Annual reports for BSBO research studies have 

been completed for Navarre Migration, Oak Openings MAPS 
study, and Howard Marsh Avian Use study. Multiple papers 

are in the analysis or writing stages with plans on 
publication in 2019 or 2020.  

 

WINTER BIRD ATLAS UPDATE 
 

The Winter Bird Atlas completed in 2009 finally looks like it 

will be published by the Ohio Biological Survey. Final 
preparation of the manuscript is being completed for both 

electronic and paper publication. The goal is to have a 
hardbound book and both eBook and iBook versions of 

electronic publications. Hopefully this will become reality by 
the end of the year. 

Left: Pair of Ruddy 
Ducks at Howard 
Marsh, one of the 
many waterfowl 
species breeding at 
the metropark. 
Right: A Summer 
Tanager that was 
captured on July 15, 
2019, at the Oak 
Openings MAPS 
station. 
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EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES, SOFTWARE 

 A passenger van for field trips  

 LCD projector HD (1920 x 1080), 40000:1  

contrast, 2200 lumens 

 Mist nets for our songbird research 

 Ink cartridges for our printers 

 Bird Food: Sunflower Seeds, Thistle Seeds, Suet 

Cakes  
 

RETAIL GIFT CARDS  

 Staples or OfficeMax  

 Lowe’s or Home Depot 

    Gas Cards for the BSBO Bird Bus 

 

Please call us if you’re willing to help with any of these 

items! 419-898-4070  

While shopping with Amazon or at Kroger, 
please consider donating to BSBO through 
AmazonSmile or Kroger Community Rewards! 
 
Many thanks to all of the members who 
already have made BSBO the recipient of 
donations through their AmazonSmile or 
Kroger Rewards accounts. For more 
information visit bsbo.org! 

In the last year alone, Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory has received $6305 from 
Facebook fundraisers! Administered 
through Network For Good, these 
donations are a secure way to show 
your support for BSBO.  
 
THANK YOU to all of those who have 
asked for donations to be made on 
behalf of their birthday and to those 
who have donated.  
 
Special thanks to Alex Eberts, whose 
birthday fundraiser exceeded his goal  
of $400! Yay, Alex!! 
 
Contact jasminecupp@bsbo.org for 
information on hosting a Facebook 
fundraiser. 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

HELP US HELP THE BIRDS 
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BIRDER TEA BENEFITS BSBO’S OHIO YOUNG BIRDERS CLUB 
For the last three years, Pattye Nicolls has 

thrown an annual tea party. But not just any 
tea party, a Birder Tea Party! After meeting 

several women through the Woodlawn Bird 
Walks and Wednesday Little Sits at Swan Creek 

Metropark, Pattye decided to join her love of 

baking and tea parties, and introduced the 
Birder Tea tradition.  

 
For the first Birder Tea, 16 women gathered at 

Pattye's house where they drank tea, ate 
scones, and talked about birds. The next year 

23 women attended the tea and it moved to a 

bigger venue: the Ladies Parlor and Art Gallery 
at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 

 
This year marked the third annual Birder Tea, 

and (once again) grew to 40 attendees. To help 

offset the expense of the Birder Tea, Pattye's 
friend, Julie Heitz, suggested to raffle off a 

quilt. One quilt quickly turned into an array of 
artwork, crafts, and more. 

 
"I suggested that we donate the auction 

proceeds to the Ohio Young Birders Club," said 

Pattye. "Julie took that idea and ran with it. She 
asked and people donated. Due to the generosity 

of some amazing local artists, we raffled off items that raised nearly $1300 for the group." 
 

Pattye said that the Ohio Young Birders Club will also be the annual recipient of the fundraiser. "From the Birder Tea, I 

get an incredible sense of camaraderie. It is a rare day of birding when I don't run into someone I know or have met 
through the teas. We have birders come from Detroit, Cleveland, Lima, and Pioneer. They share their local birding 

patches and their stories. It is such an energizing experience."  

BSBO Board member George Sydlowski’s 
beautiful Magnolia Warbler painting  

Our heartfelt thanks to 
Pattye, Julie, and all 
those who attended  
and/or donated their 

time and talent! 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

Pattye Nicolls serves tea to Nancy Bogart (L)  
and BSBO Board Chair, Karen Fraker. 
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Photo by Chuck Slusarczyk Jr 

 

 
 

Lake Erie is a precious resource that provides habitat for 
birds in all seasons. Join BSBO for a ride on The Holiday, a 

60-foot, steel-hulled charter boat with a very experienced 

crew. She will be sailing from the upper flats of the Cuya-
hoga River in Cleveland onto Lake Erie. 

 
BSBO’s annual Lake Erie Pelagic trips will take 

place: 
Saturday, November 23 

Saturday, December 14 

Wednesday, January 1 (TBD) 
 

Prices are: 
BSBO Members $65 

Non-members $80 

Young Birders/Student Rate $30 (Age 22 or younger) 
 

Trips also include a hot lunch. 
 

All trip departures and itineraries are determined on the 

day of the trip, based on the weather and lake conditions, 
by the boat captain. We make every effort to ensure that 

everyone has a great experience. If the lake conditions do 
not allow for open water cruising, we will be birding the 

waters behind the Cleveland break water. While we always 

hope to get out on to the big lake, we can have excellent 
birding within the breakwater. Keep in mind that if the lake 

is too rough for the boat, birds will likely be looking for 
calm water as well. 

 
For more information on the Lake Erie Pelagics, visit 

bsbo.org/lake-erie-pelagics or call the office at 419-898-

4070. 
 

Registration opens on Tuesday, September 3. These trips 
sell out FAST! Register promptly to reserve your seat.  

Lake Erie Pelagics 

Magee Marsh Wildlife Area closure dates 
 
The Magee Marsh entrance road will be closed past the 

Sportsmen’s Migratory Bird Center starting September 30 

through December 14, except for the following dates.  
 

The entrance road will be open at 3 p.m. on the following 
Saturdays and will remain open through Sunday at sunset: 

October 12, 19 

November 9, 16, 30 
December 7 

 

 
The road will also be open from October 26 at 3 p.m. until 

November 3 at sunset.  
 

These closures allow for a quality and safe hunting experi-

ence for waterfowl and deer hunters. Please call the Magee 
Marsh Wildlife Area Ohio Division of Wildlife Office at 419-

898-0960 ext. 21 with questions.  
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SABREWING & BSBO FUNDRAISING TRIP TO GUATEMALA 
Here are just a few highlight photos from the BSBO fundraising 
trip to Guatemala with Kenn Kaufman in February and March, 
organized by the outstanding team at Sabrewing Nature Tours! 

The trip exceeded all expectations, and in addition to finding all of 
the target birds for members of the group, the trip also raised 
$5,400 for BSBO's songbird research and education programs! 

If you're interested in world birding travel and/or you'd like to 
organize a fundraising trip for your organization, we highly 
recommend the fabulous team at Sabrewing Nature Tours. Contact 
information can be found at their website at sabrewingtours.com. 

Our sincere thanks to Jeff Cox and Kenn Kaufman for the use of 
their photos from the trip. 

1) Gartered Trogons 2) Occelated Turkey 3) Resplendent Quetzal, 
the National Bird of Guatemala  
4) Group photo of participants 

1 

2 

3 4 

The next 
Sabrewing Nature 
Tours fundraising 
trip for BSBO is 
currently being 
planned. Stay 

tuned for details! 
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Kirby Adams 

Robert & Kathryn Agoston 

Lowell & Mary Amick 

Claudia Anders 

Jerry Andrews 

John & Judith Arnold 

David Axt & Susan Wilkinson 

Jennifer Baker 

Terry Baker 

Tom & Paula Bartlett 

Barbara Bauer 

Madeline Bauer 

Joe Benenate 

Barbara Berg 

John & Laurel Berrie 

Carol Bertrand 

Sheryl Bibish 

Dale & Theresa Blue 

Robert Bobel 

Robert Bochenek 

Steve Bodart 

Nancy Bogart 

John & Pat Brandau 

Larry Brobst 

Lisa Brohl 

Dorothy Bukovac 

Susan Cannon 

Yvonne Cecil 

Lisa Chapman 

Joan C. Clapp 

Wendy Clark 

Joy Coleman 

Marlene Cook 

Alan Coupland 

Karen Crook 

Rebecca Crow 

Brad Cullen 

Jeff & Becky Cullen 

Laurie Cutty 

Julie Decker 

Guy Denny 

Jan Dixon 

Chuck Dombrowski 

Debra Donaldson 

Laura & Tim Dornan 

Lois Dow 

Greg DuBois 

James & Faith Dudley 

John Dwyer 

Mike Edgington 

Kathy Edwards 

Richard & Alice Edwards 

Debra Eickman 

James H. Eidemiller 

Leroy Erb 

Allyson Evans 

Richard & Jean Farver 

Bill & Jo Fedor 

Bob Finkelstein 

Thomas Fishburn 

Pat Folsom 

Chris & Mary Foret 

Rev. Mark W. Frey 

Thomas & Stella Fye 

Jan Gaffney 

Paula Gamertsfelder 

Jane Garling 

Brenda Gates 

Barbara Gee 

Dr. John Geither 

Ben & Erin Gillig 

Mark Gionet 

Amy Girten 

Dr. Michael & Catherine Gordon 

Terry & Joanne Gorges 

Kathleen Griffin 

Rod & Maryanne Guest 

Ann & Martin Gulbransen 

Larry & Linda Haas 

Graham & Carol Hall 

Ann Hannon 

Vic & Lois Harder 

Mark Harrison 

Ray Heithaus 

Steve Henthorne 

Nancy Herl 

Alvin & Helen Hess 

Rebecca Hill 

Loren Hintz 

Marita Hirt 

Levi Hochstetler 

Marty & Linda Hoffman 

Robert Hollis 

David Holz 

Dawn Hooker 

Irma Hoops 

Lansing & Patience Hoskins 

Janet Hughes 

Keith & Georgiana Huizenga 

David & Cathy Hunter 

Ronald & Christina Huprich 

Anna Hutzell 

Jon & Kathryn Jakischa 

Susan Johnson 

Mark Joliat 

David Kagy 

Joyce Karpanty 

John & Beverly Kirby 

Rosemary Kovacs 

Paul Kowalczyk 

Randy & Nancy Kreager 

Kenneth & Kathy Krepley 

William Krosky 

Lois & Lloyd Kuck 

Gretchen Larson 

Denise Lesko 

Gwen Lewis 

Rob Liptak 

Melissa Luebbe 

Sandra Lunn 

Betsy MacMillian 

Anita Manzeck 

Christine Manzey 

Julene M. Market 

Sheila Martin 

Thomas May 

Trish McCartney 

Frank Merritt 

Dr. John & Joyce Millar 

Linda Miller 

Kathy Mock 

Jim & Denise Mollenkopf 

Karen Moore 

Robert S. Morton 

Thomas Moser 

Lynn & Bob Moyer 

Bev Neubauer 

Jill Noll 

Susan Norton 

Penelope O’Connor 

Ken Oldham 

Pamela Oleson 

Doug Overacker 

Nancy Parry 

MJ Phillips 

Jessica Philpott 

Robert Placier 

Marcia & Joseph Polevoi 

Marjorie Pomeroy 

Phil Pryde 

Don Quaintance 

Gary Reed 

Paula Reich 

Thomas Rhodes 

Glenn & Mary Richter 

Ann & Howard Rosenburg 

Arrye Rosser 

Randy & Sandra Rowe 

Nancy Rubenstein 

Bill & Marge Rupp 

Margery Rutbell 

George & Lana Sakash 

Albert & Cheryl SanGregory 

Luke Schrader & Liz Jaggers 

Pamela Schwartz 

Leanna Shaberly 

Mike & Marilyn Shade 

Beulah Shanks 

Melanie Shuter 

Linda Sloan 

William & Beth Sluzewski 

Anne Smith 

Faith & Al Smith 

Gary Smith 

Julia & Dan Smith 

Lannie Smith 

Wendy Smith 

Wilma Smithers 

Mary St. John 

Bruce Stambaugh 

BARTLETT’S BIG SIT DONORS 
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Patricia & Walter Starr 

Bruce Stehling 

John Stein 

Margaret Steketee 

Raymond Stewart 

Mary Swift 

Bert Szabo 

Lois TerVeen 

Alex & Bonnie Thomas 

David Tisch 

Elliot Tramer & Chris Manzey 

John Trimmer 

Margy & Scott Trumbull 

Laraine Turk 

Richard Tuttle 

Jerry & Pat Vitale 

Dan & Patricia Voydanoff 

Ruth Wahlstrom 

Jim & Cynthia Waymer 

Justina Weyman 

Dennis & Nancy Whalen 

Robert & Mary Wheeler 

Cheryl & Jerry Whipple 

Barbara White 

Jean White 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

John & Judy Wilkinson 

Adam & Sara Wilson 

James Wilson 

Larry Wilson 

Tim Winnicki 

Richard Witter 

Jann & Al Wozniak 

Kendra Wumer 

Norma & Lloyd Wygant 

Gary & Jaqueline Yambert 

Todd Yuhas 

John & Susan Yutzey 

Karen Zach 

Robert & Jaclyn Zajac 

Fred Zimmerman 

Karen Zipser 

BIG SIT (CONT.) *All donations and memberships recorded as of  August 1, 2019 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

FRIENDS 
 
Michael Dudley 
Johnathan Roumaya 
Mike Voydanoff 
 

SUPPORTING 
 
Jim & Merna Eisenbraun 

Donna Fox & Loren Smith 

William Jenks 

Peter & Lynn King 

Paula Laberge 

Coby LaFayette 

Suzanne Marshall 

Patrick & Michele O’Christie 

Dorothy Osterhage 

Scott Pendleton 

Precision Pest Management 

Emilee Peters 

Sarah Pines 

CJ Ralph 

John & Debbie Sawvel 

Joe & Sandy Soja 

Peter & Martha Wilcockson 

 

FAMILY 
 
Trent & Martha Acee 
Wendi Agsten 
Christine Backo 
Kyle Bailey 
Bruce & Helen Barks 
Gretchen Baron 

Patrick Beauvais 
Cathy Beck 
Joseph & Christina Bennett 
Bob & Jan Bohmler 
Amanda & Rebekah Borton 
Ronald Boutin 
Paul Breitenbach 
Jamison Burns 
Nancy Callahan 
Earl Campbell 
Alexis Carter 
John Cavallero 
Les Chambers 
Erin Chesher 
Terry Chio 
Dennis & Lori Ciesinski 
The Cole Family 
Roxanne Collins 
Liz Cope 
Ann Coren 
Matthew Courtman 
Darren Deboo 
Harold Dingels 
Rich Edward 
Anna Eerola 
Carolyn Espey 
Mark Fischer 
Russ France 

Jamie & Brian Frank 
Kathryn Ginett 
Brandy Gleason 
Clark Goslee & Martha Harris 
Susan Grisko 
Catherine Hamilton 
Heidi Hargesheimer & Carl 
Karjala 
Bruce Hawkey 
Anne Helwig 
Marisol Hernandez 

Timothy Hill 
Carrie Holmes 
Carol Hooker 
Joanne Howl 
Bill Hudec 
Christina Hutcheson 
Joe & Terri Janssen 
Douglas & Valerie Johnson 
Susan Jones & Clyde Witt 
Bob & Annie Kachurek 
Amy Keller 
Phillip Klink 
Diane Kmiofek 
Maynard Knapp 
Willard & Gayle Kirk 
Teresa Kuehn & Mark Graham 
Alaine Landers 
Todd Lang 
Jackie Lanham 
Judy Lasco 
Mary Laspina 
David Linder 
Kathy Linstedt 
Dwayne Longenbaugh 
Debra Markwitz 
Fran Marple 
David Mason 
Cynthia McFarland 

Lily McLaughlin & Penny Parker 
Leah Mokri & Todd Haggard 
Vince Moxon 
Barry Muller 
Robert Nelson 
Jeffrey Newman 
Kathy Nicholson 
Martin Nuetzel 
Charles & Jaye Otte 
Kim Payne 
Elizabeth Pearson & Kenn 

Gomm 
Suzette Perry 
Tracy Pheneger 
Don & Melissa Prouty 
Rudy & Joli Reising 
Helen Rhynard 
Debbie Ripinski 
Sandra Robitz 
Bill & Diann Rucki 
Bob & Russ Rutkowski 
Margaret Rutledge 
Karen Sandstorm 
Joey Saucedo 
Deb & Jeff Schelling 
Anthony Schmitt 
Jody Shireman 
Allen Siegel 
Ann & Rob Simpson 
Andy Spector 
Corey Stacy 
Deborah Stahr 
Nicholas Stanfield 
Clark Stillman 
William Stiver 
Christopher Strauss 
Cindee Thoerner 
Mark Thorton 
Andrea Tolzmann 

Heidi Traynor 
Mallory Wentz 
Gregg Wieland 
Diana Williams 
Chris & Teri Wills 
Lisa & John Wilson 
Daniel Wright 
Diane Wright 
Rob & Sandy Wyatt 
Corrie Yablon 
Sue Yelanjian 
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INDIVIDUAL 
 
Susan Alexander-Bowman 
Jennifer Allen 
Jerry Andrews 
Nan Arthur 
Nadia Bennett 
Richard Besgrove 
Sandra Blausey 
Elise Bodnyk 
Amanda Bowe 
Annette Brown 
Mary Buchman 
Ted Cassidy 
Caroline Cummings 
Fredrick Davis 
Melissa Depinet 
Victoria DesJardins 
Kelly Dora 
Nancy Ebel 
Dennis Edgar 
Nanette Eichhorn-Borer 
Stephen Eisentrager 
Linda Ewing 
Stephen Finley 
Sharon Flexsenhar 
Barb Ginley 
Kyleigh Godsey 
Matt Golobic 
Jane Hamilton 
Emily Hampton 
Marjorie Harrell 
Maribeth Hassett 

Wendi Haugh 
Rob Hawker 
Dawn Hemmerly 
Karen Hogan 
Megan Jankowski 
Thomas Johnson 
Brian Jump 
Craig Kawley 
Thomas Kramer 
Sabine Kretzschmar 
Amarilys Lebron 
Patti Lee 
Jamie Lindstrom 
Jessica Loera 
Karen Lonefight 
Tina Lowery 

Jerrie Lutman 
Jas Madharan 
Robert Mason 
Lorene Mickunas 
Marvin Middleton 
Rich Moncrief 
John Mulvey 
Pete Myers 
Astrid Padilla 
Kimberly Parks 
Sally Payne 

Cindy Piotrowski 

Mariann Ramsayer 
Michelle Ranville 
Kim Reed 
Tina Reynolds 
Mysoon Rizk 
Denise Ross 
Dianne Rozak 
James Seimet 
Colleen Sharkey 
Kelly Smith 
Timothy Smith 
Susan Sunseri 
Neil Troyer 
Nancy Turner 
Daniel Vanderhart 
Denise Vankerkhove 

C. Mirth Walker 
Jeff Warneck 
Karen Wenzel 
Mara Weston 
Natalie Wilson 
Lorilee Winfrey 
Kristin Winovich 
 

SENIOR 
 
Beverly Agoston 
Brenda Barbarino 
Michael Barone 
Vicki Basman 
Michele Bell 
Susan Berg 
Gordon Bills 
Linda Bilo 
Willam Blythe 
David Bohner 
Douglas Bowman 
Esther Boykin & William Conrad 
James Brainard 
Greg Brendel 
Katharine Britton 
Mary Brubaker 
Walt Bryan 
Denise Carew 
Joseph Cellura 
Keith Chamberlain 
Pamela Close 

Sally Collins 
Judith Connett 
Vicki Connor 
Larry Cook 
Nancy Coombs 
Debbie Cottom 
Allen Deward 
Alan Diner 
Michael Donohue 
Lawrence Dubey 
Frances Dupont 
Mary Eyman 

Ann Fairhurst 

Gail Fenner 
Stephen Fettig 
Shannon Foby 
Patricia Fojut 
Elise Forrest 
Linda Frederick 
Margaret Fukuda 
Carol Furtado 
Debra Gamble 
Deena Gannot 
Kathy Gardner 
Doris Gertler 
Matt Gholden 
Ginny Gibson 
Nettie Glickman 
Cathy Gnam 

Mary Ellen Gosman 
Kathy Granillo 
Elizabeth Gravitt 
Norman Gresley 
Mary Gross 
David Hall 
John Hambene 
Barb Hankenhof 
Paul Haremza 
Marilyn Harshman 
Donald Harwood 
Mark Hefter 
Rebecca Hill 
Sophia Hiltner 
Joseph & Diane Hudok 
Donna Humphrey 
Willam Inks 
Stephanie Jacob 
Karl Johnson 
Eileen & Tom Jones 
Lynn Jones 
Mike Jones 
Rob Juhl 
Cynthia Kabat King 
Janice Kale Susner 
Sue Keener 
Leon Kelly 
Kris Killman 
Heather Kinch 
Leah Kingery 
Kathy Koets 
Gary Kohlenberg 

Susan Kozlowski 
Robert Kranz 
Susan Lampe 
Gayle Larson 
Ann Lindsay 
Jerry Lohman 
Susan Lohwater 
John Lovejoy 
Ruth Lundin 
Jeanne Mathias 
Walter Maurer 

Timothy Mazik 

James McCarty 
Julie McCrum 
Margaret McEntee 
Karen McFarland 
Michael McGinty 
Lori McKiernan 
Supen McMorrow 
Sheryl McNair 
Lee Melius 
Andrea Meyer 
Steve Miller 
Annette Millisor 
Mary Kay Morgan 
Miriam Morris 
Kathleen Muir & Jack Manning 
Pricilla & Dane Mutter 

Alice Nagy 
Diana Newman 
Johnathan Nikolakos 
Judy Oettel 
JS Ondercik 
Linda Osterhage 
Hob Osterlund 
Bob Patetta 
Joe Perez 
Bob Pettit 
Elza Phillips 
Paul Piazza 
Richard Pulliam 
Tom Rakestraw 
Robert Rashid 
Kathy Reese 
Herb Renfer 
Mary Rodstrom 
Heidi Roeder 
Jolene Roudebush 
Connie Sager 
Katina Schoch 
Tess Shimko 
Inger Simmons 
Marilyn Simpson 
Norma Skific 
Kelly Skinner 
David Slikkers 
Irene Snow 
Judith Snyder 
Micki Special 
Linda Stafford 

Sandra Stoner 
Sheila Stransky 
Christopher Summers 
James Taltonm 
Marie Trudeau 
Michel Turner 
Linda Tuyn 
Richard Tyler 
Zoe Tyler 
Patti Unger 
Ben & Bonnie Upton 
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MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM DONATIONS 

In memory of Iva Baker 
Rebecca Raper 

 
In memory of Esther Sheridan 

Catherine Swinko 
 

In memory of Amy Kobosky 
Kathleen Grabowski 

 
In memory of Floyd Mitchell 

Russ Moll 
 

In memory of Eugene Kontak 
Lee & Jane Garling 

 

In honor of Armurthur Ramamurthy 
John Schaffner 

 
In memory of Patrick O’Riordon 

Pamela Cronberger 
 

In memory of Wanda Mae McEwen 
Margy & Scott Trumbull 

 
In memory of Hallie Mason 

Brenda Franey 
 

In memory of Jesse L. Van Ness Jr. 
Lee & Jane Garling 

 

In memory of Sue Draeger 
Ray & Martha Hosley 

Michael & Julia Kettinger 
Jim & Deb Scheub 

 
 
 
 
 

In memory of Lee Garling 
Doug & Diane Chrismer 

Alan & Stacey Clink 
Larry & Judith Clink 

Carol Gedert & Don Herrietta 
Norris & Pat Hinds 

Jana Scherger 
Tom & Kathy Shapler 

John Vascik 
 

In memory of Delores Cole 
Jay Abercrombie 

Lori Brumbaugh & Louis Gardella  
Judy Dushane 

Carlton & Karen Fraker 

Charity Krueger 
 

In memory of Tony Luzader 
Charity Krueger 

Tom & Susan Palmer 
LuAnne Cooke 

 
In memory of Marg Turner 

Sally St. Clair 
 

In memory of Diane Hires 
Don & Sara Atkinson 

Emily Bennett 
Alean & Edward Bocik 

David & JoAnne Henson 

Highland School Social Fund 
Hylant Family Foundation 

Lucy Lambert 
Scott & Tracy Michaelis 

Marianne Nolan 
James Pasch 

Donna & George Rehm 
 
 

In honor of Peter Casey’s  
75h Birthday  

Archie & Chey Call 
Carole Nooney 

Dwight Osterud & Judith Reitzel 
Glenn & Mary Richter 

 
In honor of  

Randy Kreager’s Retirement  
Mary Buehler 

Robert & Lou Ann Limbird 
 

In honor of Richard Hylant 
Dorothy Coyne 

 

In honor of Doug Piekarz 
Cheryl Braunstein 

Randy Marker 
Beth McGuire & David Kersten 

 
In honor of the anniversary of  

Gary & Chari Logston 
Lisa Szakovits 

Jacques Vanmontfrans 
Rick Vant Hoff 
Lisbeth Volk 
Joel Vormelker 
James Wagner 
John Wanamaker 
David Wantz 
Betsy Warner 

Tom Wheeler 
John Whitaker 
Eric White 
Catherine Whitney 
Nina Wilson 
Jean Woltier 
Lois Zamzow 
 

STUDENT 

 
Aubrey Bartman 
Ellie Benedict 
Brian Berlin 
Kevin Conroy 
Kandace Glanville 
Richard Hasegawa 

Tyler Hughes 
Crystal Johnson 
Alison Larsen 
Matthew McCarron 
Kamil Pace 
Kristine Shannon 
Colin Stewart 
Jamie Lynn Turner 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 



ESTATE PLANNING 
 

Please consider 

supporting our research 

and education efforts by 
joining the  

BSBO Legacy Society. 
Bequests of any size are 

gratefully accepted.  

 
Your bequest will help us 

continue to help birds 
and conserve their 

habitats when you name 
Black Swamp Bird 

Observatory to receive: 

 
 A specific dollar 

amount 

 A percentage of your 

estate’s value 

 All or part of the 

remainder of your 
estate in your will or 

trust 
 All or part of the 

proceeds of a life 

insurance policy of 

retirement plan 
 

Please contact Kimberly 
Kaufman with any 

questions by calling 419-

898-4070  
or emailing 

kimkaufman@bsbo.org. 

P A G E  2 0  THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS *All donations and memberships recorded as of  August 1, 2019 

DONATE THE GUIA 
 
Brian Barchus 

Erik Bruhnke 
Jennie Duberstein 

Denise Dupon 

Tom Fishburn 
Ethan Kistler 

Tom Leiden 
Dave Lewis 

Kaylee McCaskey 

Maya Patel 
Larry Pellegrini 

Nancy Pellegrini 
Anna Rose 

Helen Taft 
Karen Zach 

 

SPONSOR A MIST NET 
 

Nancy Andersen 

Tracy Marr 
Amurthur Ramamurthy 
 

MICHAEL HUTCHINS 
MEMORIAL 
CONSERVATION FUND 
 

Tom Brumfield & Carol Herman 

Caroline Cummings 

Francine Demyan 

Elizabeth Godden 

Loren Hintz 

Kenn Kaufman 

Holly King 

Karin Krugman 

Erica Locke 

Pat & Ken Mauer 

Joe & Rosemary McCormack 

Priscilla Morrill 

William & Dianne Noice 

Kathy Paulin 

Frances Sample 

Luke Schrader & Liz Jaggers 

Pamela Shanahan 

Gordon Snyder 

Gina & Robert Swindell 

 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
 
Kathy Adams 

Kirby Adams 
Akron Garden Club 

Amazon Smiles 

Anderson Foundation 
Anonymous 

Ellen Avril 
Meridith Beck 

Carol Bertrand 

Linda Bilo 
Liz Bokram 

Greg Brendel 
Terry & Mary Breymaier 

John Brikmanis 
Martha Burrows 

Vincent Cappozziello 

Jim & Jennie Clark 
Bradley Coffey 

Phillip Creighton 
Carol Culhane 

Caroline Cummings 

Joni Day 
Francine Demyan 

Jim & Janice Denham 
James & Faith Dudley 

Charissa Ebersole 

Mary Elsenheimer 
Mark Filter 

Cathy Gnam 
Elizabeth Godden 

Diane Goldfarb 
Candy Graham 

David Griffith 

Jane Hill 
Johanna & John Hull 

Nancy Huntsinger 
Coeli Ingold 

Kevin Joyce 

Jan Kardatzke 
Teresa Keller 

Deborah A. Kibbel 
Holly King 

Gary & Andrea Kohli 
Lisa Kraizman 

Kroger 

Dr. Gary Leibold 
Charlie & Gloria Marti 

Sally Marti 
Joe McDaniel 

Tom McElfresh 

Kathryn & Kelly McKinne 
Anne Meibohm 

B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  



Robin Arnold & Gena Husman 

Maclyn & Carol Ball 

Craig Caldwell 

Marylou Klein 

Rudy & Amy Kobosky 

Charity Krueger 

Bev & Ed Neubauer 

Larry D. Richardson 

Tom Wasilewski 

Patricia Whitesides & Donald Bauman 

Gail Gammel 

Marc Picard 

Sharon Sorenson 

Glenn & Mary Richter 

LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS 
We are deeply grateful to the following individuals for supporting BSBO through 

their planned gift. 

FREQUENT FLYER MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM 
Monthly giving allows BSBO to spend less time fundraising and more time helping 

the birds! Visit bsbo.org/donate or contact Kimberly Kaufman at  

419-898-4070 or kimkaufman@bsbo.org to become a member! 

Dave & Kathy Billings 

Kim & Bob Hinkle 

Janet Hughes 

Andy & Michelle Jones 

Randy & Nancy Kreager 

Liz McQuaid 

Craig Line Photographics 

John Stein 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS *All donations and memberships recorded as of  August 1, 2019 

Patricia Miller 

Janice Minier 
Michael & Cathy Moore 

Priscilla Morrill 
Thomas Moser 

Network for Good 

Timothy Nichols 
William & Dianne Noice 

Patricia Novak 
Hob Osterlund 

Tonya Perry 
Tarrell Preston 

Sandra Reinhardt 

Timothy Riddle 
Michelle Robison 

Donna Rouster 
Margery Rutbell 

Frances Sample 

Vivian & Robert Schimmoeller 
Luke Schrader & Liz Jaggers 

Pamela Shanahan 
Inger Simmons 

Linda Skrzuniecki 
Gordon Snyder 

Kevin Soncrant 

Sonja Sorbo 
Tom Standing 

State Employees’ Community 
Campaign 

Lowell & Susan Strine 

Mary Swift 
Rona Talcott & Owen Deutsch 

The Press Newspapers 
Time & Optics 

Toledo Jewish Community Foundation 
United Way of Greater Toledo 

Jerry & Pat Vitale 

John Walton 
Hannah Waters 

Kisa Weeman 
Thomas Wilberding 

Katherine Wright 

 
DEPARTMENTAL 
DONATIONS 
 
Hardin Aasand & Amy Kraus 

(Research) 

Meridith Beck (Conservation) 

Craig Caldwell (Research) 
Tommy Crary & Annie Lindsay 

(Research) 
Darlene Kistler (OYBC) 

Leica Camera Inc (Development) 

Fran Marple (OYBC) 
Frank Merritt (Research) 

Joan Nunnery (OYBC) 
Oak Harbor Dental Care (Admin.) 

Ohio Bluebird Society (OYBC) 
Edward & Merrelyn Powers 

(Scholarships) 

John & Debbie Sawvel (OYBC) 
Susan & Thomas M. Seeley (OYBC) 

Beulah Shanks (OYBC) 
Arthur Shantz, Jr. (OYBC) 

Jack & Susie Solomon (OYBC) 

Toledo Naturalists’ Association (OYBC) 
William Voss (OYBC) 

Jan Wagner (OYBC) 
Wildside Nature Tours (Scholarships) 

Matthew Yoder (OYBC) 
Zeiss (OYBC) 
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P A G E  2 2  NEW FACES AT BSBO 

Welcome new Board Members: Clare Hylant and Diane Friedman 

Diane Friedman (top right) is a retired 

science educator, serving 35 years with 
Sylvania Schools. She divides her time 

between her home in the Toledo area and 
Estes Park, Colorado. Diane is the 

President of the Board of Directors of the 

YWCA of Northwest Ohio, and is a court-
appointed special advocate for children in 

foster care through the Lucas County 
CASA-GAL program. While in Colorado, 

Diane works as a volunteer ranger in 

Rocky Mountain National Park, having 
served 1300+ hours there. Diane will 

serve on the Development Committee on 
the Black Swamp Bird Observatory Board. 

 

 
 

 

DIANE FRIEDMAN 

CLARE HYLANT As natives of Toledo, Clare and her 

husband, Richard returned to Ottawa Hills 
for the schools and to raise their family, 

after 15 years of living on the western 
shore of Lake Erie near Monroe. Clare 

received her Bachelor of Arts from the 

University of Michigan. She is also a 
graduate of the Concentration in 

Organizational Marketing J.L. Kellogg 
Graduate School of Management - 

Northwestern University - Masters of 
Management, Concentrations in 

Marketing, Finance and Management 

Policy. Clare excelled in a career in 
marketing, market research and 

management at Beatrice Companies/
Chicago, General Motors/Detroit and Yark 

Automotive Group/Toledo, before she put 

career aside to raise and support their 
family of three children: Andrea, Jack and 

Courtney. In addition to her role on the 
BSBO Board, Clare also serves on 

the Board of the Hylant Family 

Foundation, which supports numerous 
charities in our community. Through the 

support of the foundation, Clare recently 
led the start-up of a College Mentors for 

Kids chapter at the University of Toledo. 
Clare and her family thoroughly enjoy the 

outdoors. Richard is on numerous 

environmental boards, and their 
daughters are both pursuing careers in 

Environmental Science.    

Did you know that BSBO offers a monthly e-newsletter,  
called Words on Birds? Subscribing to our e-news is  

a great way to receive more frequent updates, save some 
paper and expense, and stay connected with the BSBO team.  

 
Visit BSBO.org/enews to subscribe today! 



B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y  

P A G E  2 3   LAST WORDS ON BIRDS 

During Time & Optic's 7th annual Optics Fling, 

Education Director Laura Guerard and Outreach 
Director Jason Guerard were able to visit one of 

the 30 Barn Owl nest boxes that the Ohio Young 
Birders Club Holmes-Wayne County Chapter's The 

Barn Own Project installed. The members also 

monitor the next boxes. 

2019 Optics Package 
Winner! 
 
Congratulations to Charles and Gloria 

Marti! They are the winners of the Time 
& Optics Ltd. and Leica Birding & 

Nature USA optics package that was 

raffled off at The Biggest Week! The 
package includes a ZEISS Birding 

binocular, a Leica scope, a Gitzo tripod 
and two lens extenders for the scope. 

 
Anyone that renewed their membership 

to Black Swamp Bird Observatory, 

signed up for a new membership, or 
donated over $25 was entered in the 

drawing for the optics package. Thank 
you to those who renewed, signed up, 

and donated! 

 
Our heartfelt thanks to Time & Optics, 

Zeiss, and Leica for their generous 
support!  



Black Swamp Bird Observatory 
 13551 W. State Route 2 

 Oak Harbor, OH 43449 
 www.bsbo.org 

 419-898-4070 
    

We are located just inside the entrance  

to Magee Marsh Wildlife Area 
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 Mail to: Black Swamp Bird Observatory, 13551 W. State Route 2, Oak Harbor, OH 43449 

        Black Swamp Bird Observatory Membership Renewal 
  

 Name: __________________________________________________ 
 

 Organization: _____________________________________________ 
 

 Address: _________________________________________________ 
 

 City: __________________________  State: ______  Zip: __________ 
 

 Phone: ___________________ Email:_____________________________ 
 

 Gift Membership from: _________________________________________________ 
 

      Yes, I want to conserve trees and expense; sign me up for electronic delivery of the BSBO quarterly newsletter. 

     Yes, I have included BSBO in my will and/or estate planning.  

 
 $ _______  Donation Amount - Yes I would like to make a donation to help support BSBO! 
 
 $ _______  Annual Fund 
 
 $ _______  Membership Dues  
 
 $ _______  Total Amount Enclosed (Please make checks payable to BSBO) 
 
   

  Are you interested in volunteering? How? _________________________________         

 
 

 

__ $15 Student (24 and under)  

__ $25 Individual Senior (60 +) 

__ $35 Individual 

__ $40 Family 

__ $100 Supporting 

__ $250 Friends 

__ $500 Sustaining 


