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BSBO Visitorsõ  

Center Hours:  
  

We are open 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

Year 'round 

from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

April & September: 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday,  

& Monday  

from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

May: 

We are open every day in 

May from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

419-898-4070 

HELP CELEBRATE THE 

22ND ANNIVERSARY 

OF THIS IMPORTANT 

FUNDRAISER FOR  

BSBO EDUCATION  

PROGRAMS!  
(MORE ON PAGE 3)  

TOM BARTLETTõS BIG SIT  

FOR EDUCATION!  

2015 Fall Banding Highlights.  

More on page 10. 
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  Dear Friends:  
 

As youõll read in the Conservation Report (page 16) we are distressed to 

inform you that the Camp Perry wind turbine project is back. BSBO and 

American Bird Conservancy successfully stalled the project back in 2014 

with the threat of a lawsuit, based on the Air National Guardõs utter 

disregard for the wildlife reviews required for a project like this on a 

federal facility. But now itõs back, and once again, weõre going to do 

everything we can to stop it.  
 

BSBO is reaching out to a host of partners to support us in this effort. But in situations like these, itõs 

often the voices of the community that have the greatest impact. So, it was encouraging to learn that 

the billboard (right) had appeared along State Route 2, very near Camp Perry and the Lake Erie 

Business Park, where one massive turbine is already in place (with NO wildlife review AT ALL).  
 

Of course, I had to drive down to take a photo of the billboard. Thereõs construction on State Route 

2, so I pulled off in a safe place and began the short walk to get in a position to take the photo 

showing the huge turbine in the background. While the idea that someone would put up this billboard 

was definitely encouraging, being near this turbine--knowing that yet another one is in the works--had 

me feeling pretty low.  
 

I had my head down, watching where I placed my feet in the wet ditch, when a sound broke through 

my concentration. Above the din of highway noise came the wild and soulful calls of Sandhill Cranes.  

As first I thought it was nothing more than my imagination playing tricks on me. While Iõve seen large 

numbers of Bald Eagles, Turkey Vultures, and Tundra Swans moving through this airspace, I never 

expected to see Sandhill Cranes here. But it makes sense. This is a species that--with lots of effort 

from the wildlife agencies--is making a serious comeback in Ohio, and a number of pairs are now 

nesting in the Lake Erie Marsh Region. It also makes sense that theyõd be here--behind the Lake Erie 

Business Park--because thereõs so much great habitat adjacent to the Park.  
 

Great habitat. Thereõs a lot of that around here. Some, remnants of the past, preserved by historic 

duck hunting clubs, passed on to the care and protection of wildlife agencies. Others, areas of habitat 

restored, with millions upon millions of dollars invested in the effort. And while the Lake Erie Marsh 

region is but a tiny portion of the once vast Great Black Swamp, the habitat impacts the global 

population of many bird species.   
 

Itõs hard to imagine it spoiled by massive wind turbines.  
 

P A G E  2  
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HELP CELEBRATE THE 22ND ANNIVERSARY OF  

TOM BARTLETTõS BIG SIT FOR EDUCATION!  

ITõS A FUNDRAISER THAT'S BECOME A 22 -YEAR TRADITION!  
 

May 14, 2016, is International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) and the  

22nd anniversary of Tom Bartlettõs BIG SIT for BSBO!  We hope youõll  

make your pledge of support to help raise money for BSBOõs education  

programs and help us show Tom how much his efforts mean to us!  

 

HOW WE USE  YOUR BIG SIT CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

All proceeds from the BIG SIT benefit BSBOõs youth education programs.  

Because of your past BIG SIT contributions, these programs are able to reach  

thousands of students each year.  
 

WATCH YOUR MAIL BOX FOR YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO DONATE  

TO THE BIG SIT! OR, MAKE YOUR DONATION N OW AT  

WWW.BSBO.ORG/BIG -SIT OR BY CALLING (419) 898 -4070! 

TOM BARTLETTõS BIG SIT FOR EDUCATION!  

Tom & Paula Bartlett:  

Our Big Sit Heroes!  

          Watching those Sandhill Cranes pass through     

    the airspace near that wind turbine was a sobering 

feeling, and for a moment, I was overcome with a crush-

ing feeling of defeat, as if weõd already failed these re-

markable birds.  
 

But that feeling didnõt last long. I decided, instead, that 

this unexpected flock of 27 Sandhill Cranes was a sign 

that we shouldnõt give up, That we should fight harder, 

because now thereõs even more at stake. And I seriously 

doubt that whatever motivates those pushing for the 

Camp Perry turbine can compete with the sight of a 

flock of Sandhill Cranes against a beautiful slate-blue, 

northwest Ohio sky.  
 

As I stood along that busy highway, tears streaming 

down my face, I sent a little thank you skyward, and 

watched until the cranes settled down into the marsh 

and out of sight. And in that moment, I vowed that BSBO and our loyal members and supporters would do all that we can to protect the  

habitat the birds we love depend on. We owe it to them.    
 

Thank you for being part of our team. Together we can make a difference.                                      

 

Sincerely,    

 DIRECTORõS PERCH (continued) 

With special thanks to my dear friend, 
Kent Glauser, who inspires me to  

write from my heart. 
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We are pleased  

to welcome  

ZEISS as our 2016  

Kirtland's Warbler 

Level Sponsor and  

the Official Optics of 

the Biggest Week!   

Biggest Week Movie Night: The Messenger 
Wednesday, May 11 at 7 PM 

Maumee Bay Lodge  

$10 per person 
 

(No pre-registration required, tickets sold at the door) 

Join us for a special screening of The Messenger , a  

wide-ranging and contemplative documentary about our 

deep-seated connection to birds and the possibility that 

their uncertain fate might mirror our own.  Moving from 

the northern reaches of the Boreal Forest to the base of 

Mount Ararat in Turkey to the streets of 

New York, THE MESSENGER brings 

us face-to-face with a remarkable 

variety of human-made perils that 

have devastated thrushes, warblers, 

orioles, tanagers, grosbeaks, and many 

other airborne music-makers.  
 

*Named Best Conservation Film at the 

Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival 

www.bwiab.com 
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òThe Messenger is riveting, emotionally engaging, and 

visually extravagant from the first frame to the last. 

Up-to-the-minute facts on how birds communicate 

about environmental change are interwoven with 

gripping stories about the perils faced every year by 

these amazing world travelers. This is a must-see 

movie for anybody who values the natural world or 

wonders about its relationship to humans.ó   

~ John Fitzpatrick 

Executive Director, Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

The Biggest Week is famous for 

introducing totally new ideas to 

the world of bird festivals, and 

2016 is NO exception. So, grab 

your date and migrate to the  

first-ever BIRDER PROM!   

Date: Saturday, May 7 

Time: 7:00 - 10:00 PM 

Where: Maumee Bay   

     Lodge Ballroom  

Fee: $5.00 donation  

Registration: No Pre-

registration required 

Apparel: Deck yourself  

out in your favorite formal wear, 

sport your favorite bird t-shirt,  

or just wear whatever you feel 

most comfortable in for gettin' 

your groove on!  
 

We'll provide the DJ, the dance 

floor, the ambiance, and a cash 

bar. You bring your best moves to 

the Tanager Tango, the Humming-

bird Hop, the Warbler Waltz, and  

the Songbird Salsa!  

GRAB YOUR DATE &  

MIGRATE TO THE  

FIRST-EVER  

BIRDER PROM! 

.ƛǊŘŜǊ tǊƻƳ ƭƻƎƻ ōȅ  
wŀŎƘŜƭ wƛƻǊŘŀƴ 
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THANK YOU TO OUR  

FESTIVAL SPONSORS 

KIRTLANDõS WARBLER  

SPONSOR 

CAPE MAY WARBLER  

SPONSORS 

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER  

SPONSORS 

DATE: Thursday, May 12 

TIME: 6:00 - 7:30 PM 

LOCATON: Maumee Bay Lodge and Conference Center  

FEE: Free and open to the public!  
 

Bring your bird tattoo (publicly shareable, please!) and prepare to impress 

our judges for your chance at fabulous prizes! The event is sponsored by 

our friends at Eagle Optics, so the winner is going home with some great optics - and other 

great prizes!  

BIGGEST WEEK BIRD TATTOO CONTEST 

 Friday, May 13th at 7:00 PM 

Maumee Bay Lodge  

$20 per person 

All proceeds from this special event will benefit  

BSBO's education programs 

In 2015, Noah Strycker became the first human to see more than half of the planetõs bird 

species in a single, year-long, round-the-world birding trip. Birding on seven continents and 

carrying only a pack on his back, Strycker enlisted the enthusiastic support of local birders to 

tick an astonishing 6,042 species. This humorous and inspiring presentation about Stryckerõs 

epic World Big Year will leave you with a new appreciation for the birds and birders of  

the world. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY NOAH STRYCKER 

No registration required. For more information, go to www.bwiab.com 

Young Birder Walk  

Meet at Magee Marsh Parking Lot  

(East End)  

Saturday, May 14 Å  9:00 AMñNoon  

Family Bird Walk  

Meet at Pearson Metropark  

Sunday, May 8 & 15  Å  10:00 AMñNoon  

FREE Beginner & Family Bird Walks 

Beginner Bird Walk  

Meet at Pearson Metropark  Å  10:00 AMñNoon 

ǒ Saturday, May 7  ǒ Wednesday, May 11  ǒ  Saturday, May 14 

BSBO has put together an outstanding team to bring the excitement of birds, birding, 

and The Biggest Week to a more diverse audience!  
 

Phase one:  The BSBO team will partner with Toledo Metroparks to take hundreds 

of 4th - 8th grade students from Toledoõs urban schools to Swan Creek Metropark 

for a series of bird walks and programs!  
 

Phase two: BSBO is also working with the Adelante Latino Community Resource 

Center to provide a series of FREE family bird walks, also at Swan Creek Metropark! 
 

                    Our thanks to volunteers: Doug Gray, Drew Lanham, Paula Lozano,  

                      Meishia Kernahan, Nicole Jackson, and Rob Ripma.  

BIGGEST WEEK DIVERISTY INITIATIVE  
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BIGGEST WEEK CONSERVATION FUND 

Promoting the cause of bird conservation is at the heart of The Biggest Week. This year, 

The Biggest Week Team at Black Swamp Bird Observatory proudly introduces THE 

BIGGEST WEEK CONSERVATION FUND.  
 

100% of the proceeds donated to The Biggest Week Conservation Fund will be used for 

improving and expanding habitat for birds. Our 2016 Conservation Fund recipients are 

American Bird Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, and Black Swamp Bird Observatory.  
 

Visit www.bwiab.com to make your donation today! 

2016 BIGGEST WEEK CONSERVATION FUND PROJECTS  

Expand. Enhance. Enjoy. 

Logo by Scott Arvin 

Buenaventura Reserve in Ecuador  

With support from The Biggest Week Conservation Fund, the ABC 

team will focus on a reforestation program at the Buenaventura 

Reserve in Ecuador. This work is part of a project also supported 

under the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act which will ensure that there is 

substantial match available for funds raised. 
 

With our support, ABC hopes to plant approximately 8,000 native trees on close to 20 

acres to restore degraded land recently acquired as part of the reserve. An additional 

2,000 native trees will also be planted on five acres of private farmland surrounding the 

reserve to enhance habitat in the buffer zone. As well as consolidating the reserve for 

rare endemic species, these activities will enhance habitat for migratory birds such as Broad-

winged Hawk, Swainson's Thrush, Blackburnian and Canada Warbler. 

The Great Egret Marsh Preserve in Ottawa County, Ohio, was purchased and 

protected by The Nature Conservancy in 2013. Without conservation action, the 

opportunity to protect and restore important coastal marshland located here 

would have been lost. Thanks to the dedication of partners and supporters, the 155-

acre preserve is becoming a quiet coastal refuge for people and nature, reminding us 

how precious undeveloped land is along Lake Erie. However, the improvements 

needed at the preserve illustrate the challenges of restoring lands like these to 

quality fish and wildlife habitat. We invite you to get involved with the Conservancyõs 

efforts to enhance and expand migratory bird habitat at Great Egret Marsh Preserve 

and other stops along Lake Erie, and to enjoy the rewarding benefits of their 

conservation. 

Great Egret Marsh Preserve  
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2016/2017  

Ohio Wildlife  

Legacy Stamps are 

now available at the 

BSBO Gift Shop  

and at bsbo.org  

BIGGEST WEEK TOUR COMPANY PARTNERS 
Alongside the greatest volunteers in the world, our Biggest Week Tour Company Partners provide 

world-class guiding services during the festival. Look for the folks wearing the gold caps with the word 

GUIDE on the back. They're always happy to help find and identify birds!   

/ƻǾŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ōȅ {Ŏƻǧ !ǊǾƛƴ 

2016 BWIAB Visitorsõ Guide 

Available Soon!  

This 80-page magazine  

is jam-packed with festival 

information,  

local attractions,  

and many important 

conservation messages.   
 

The magazine will be  

available by late April.  

Pick up your copy in the 

BSBO Gift Shop or look 

for it on news stands  

in NW Ohio! 
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NEW for 2016!  

Hereõs what you need to know: 
 

¶ The shuttle service is FREE and handicap accessible  
  

¶ Two shuttles will run every 30 minutes from  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m., May 6 - 15 
 

¶ 3 pick -up and drop -off points: the Magee Boardwalk 

East Parking Area, the Sportsmenõs Migratory Bird  
Center, and Black Swamp Bird Observatory  

MAGEE BOARDWALK  

EAST-ENTRANCE  

PARKING AREA  

Pick-up/Drop-off Locations 

The Ottawa County Transportation Agency (OCTA) & 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory (BSBO) offer an excellent  

opportunity for birders visiting Magee Marsh during  

the Biggest Week this year. We are excited to introduce é 
 

The Biggest Week Magee Marsh Shuttle Line!  

Brought to you by...   

With thanks to our sponsors...  

 

Contact BSBO at 419-898-4070 or email staff@bsbo.org with any questions. 

Look for this sign! 



B L A C K  S W A M P  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y   

BSBO PRESENTS...NOT 1, BUT 2 BIRDING APPS THIS YEAR! 

 

 

This exclusive Biggest Week app works 

with BirdsEye and eBird to keep you  

up-to-date with the latest bird sightings 

in The Biggest Week area.  Available for 

both Android and Apple systems, the 

Biggest Week app makes it easy to see where the birds are and 

when. The hard part is deciding where to go first! 

Features:  

¶ Free to download 

¶ Search a hotspot for recent birds 

¶ Search for specific birds 

¶ Track lists: life, county, state, country, etc. 

Download the app from your phoneõs Play Store, 

or App Store, or by following the link below:  

http://bit.ly/bwiab-app  

 

 

Currently available through the Apple App Store and online, 

CountDay allows viewers and counters to follow along as 

birds are seen during their favorite event. Utilized with Big 

Sits, CBCs, and Big Days, The Biggest Week team will be 

counting along during Tom Bartlettõs Big Sit and The Biggest 

Week Big Day Van Trips.    

Features:  

¶ Free to download  

¶ Follow along live 

¶ Start your own count 

¶ Spark some friendly competition with a Big Day  

Download the app from your phoneõs  

App Store, or use online at: countday.org 

.{.h ǘŜŀƳǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǳŎƪ 
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘ5ŀȅΦƻǊƎ  
ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ƴŜǿ 
ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭΗ  

Sponsored by...  

 

Guias donated in honor of friends and loved ones make GREAT gifts!  

Call 419-898-4070, visit www.bsbo.org,  

or stop by the BSBO Gift Shop to Donate a Guia, TODAY! 

DONATE THE GUIA PROGRAM 
Kenn Kaufmanõs Field Guide to the Birds of North America is the only field guide to the birds 

of the U.S. and Canada ever to be published in Spanish. Black Swamp Bird Observatory created 

the DONATE THE GUIA program to help get this book into the hands of people who can really use it. Weõre 

working with many partners, including Sonoran Joint Venture, Connecting Cultures (a program of Environment 

for the Americas), and The Biggest Week In American Birding, to help distribute copies of the GUIA to 

organizations and individuals who are using the books for conservation outreach programs.  
 

For just $12, YOU can send a copy of this valuable outreach tool to our partners!  Call BSBO at 419-898-4070, 

visit www.bsbo.org, or stop by the BSBO Gift Shop to donate a copy today!  

¶ Arizona Fish & Game  

(50 copies!)  

 Å Robert Hinkle 

Thank you to our GUIA donors! 
For inspirational  

stories featuring  

donated Guias in  

action, please visit  

our Donate the Guia  

Facebook page! 

http://bit.ly/bwiab-app
https://www.facebook.com/bsbobird?directed_target_id=0
https://www.facebook.com/sonoranjv?directed_target_id=0
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RESEARCH REPORT BY MARK SHIELDCASTLE  
FALL 2015 BANDING SUMMARY  
 

We banded 4,559 new birds at the Navarre 

research station during the fall 2015 field 

season (20% below last yearõs total). The 

station has several mist nets located along 

the shoreline, known as the òbeachó nets, 

which are only used during the fall field 

season. Unfortunately, this entire area was 

destroyed by an intense June storm, 

resulting in not using the beach nets this 

year.  
 

We captured two Blackpoll Warblers that 

were originally banded in Navarre during fall 

2014. Highlights included Eastern Screech-

Owl, Green Heron, Pine Siskin, and the 

stationõs first records of Wood Duck and 

Northern Saw-whet Owl.   
 

Our two satellite research stations, Creek 

Bend and Shaker Lakes, had higher-than-

average banding totals in the fall of 2015. 

Creek Bend had its second highest banding 

total, with 3,630 new birds banded and 

Shaker Lakes banded 842 new birds. Creek 

Bend captured a shocking 110 Pine Siskins 

and 35 Savannah Sparrows. Highlights at 

Creek Bend included Vesper Sparrow, 

Connecticut Warbler, Scarlet Tanager, and 

Golden-winged Warbler. Shaker Lakes had 

an exceptional number of Winter Wrens 

(24) banded during the fall season. Highlights 

at Shaker Lakes included Belted Kingfisher, 

Philadelphia Vireo, Northern Parula, and 

Orange-crowned Warbler.  

 

To keep up with spring migration in NW Ohio:  

Follow BSBO  

on Facebook           
Visit the BSBO  

Bird Banderõs Blog 

Check out  

Kenn Kaufmanõs  

Birding Blog 

MONITORING AVIAN PRODUCTIVITY 

AND SURVIVORSHIP (MAPS)  
 

2015 was the 24th field season completed at 

the Oak Openings breeding bird banding 

station. This year a total of 232 birds were 

banded (250 birds banded in 2014, the stationõs 

largest total on record). The singing male 

Golden-winged Warblers of 2014 were not 

present in 2015, but one bird was located in 

Maumee State Forest.  Breeding Chestnut-

sided Warblers were located in the 

successional shrub habitat for the second year 

in a row. 
 

The mature habitat in Oak Openings that was 

impacted by the June 2010 tornado continues 

to regenerate. Historically, this area had good 

numbers of species associated with the deep 

woods such as Ovenbird, Scarlet Tanager, and 

Wood Thrush.  
 

Currently, this area has regenerated into shrub

-savannah habitat which attracts species such as 

Yellow-breasted Chat, White-eyed Vireo, Blue 

Grosbeak, Summer Tanager, and Red-headed 

Woodpeckers. The data does show an increase 

in the presence and number of Yellow-breasted 

Chats, Blue Grosbeak, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 

White-eyed Vireo, Summer Tanager, and Red-

headed Woodpecker in the tornado-hit area.  

BSBO PARTNERS TO PROVIDE  

IMPORTANT BIRD SURVEYS  
 

The Toledo Metroparks Howard Farms 

restoration project will create nearly 1,000 

acres of wetlands next to Metzger Marsh 

Wildlife Area.  
 

BSBO has been working in collaboration 

with the Metroparks on monitoring the 

habitat use by birds during pre- and post-

construction  at the site.  These surveys will 

play an important role in evaluating the 

success of the restoration,  an important 

aspect for obtaining grants to help fund the 

restoration.  

Northern Saw-whet 

Owl and Wood Duck 

banded in Navarre. 


