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When the BSBO Education and Research teams come together to present our school programs, there's a magic that happens.
The young man smiling with his whole face is Jayden. During a school program this fall, they banded a Blue Jay, Jayden's favorite
bird. Once it was banded and all data collected, Jayden got to release the bird back to the wild. That smile...straight to ou r hearts.
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Bird ObservlhioOpeykid at a ti meé

Teaming Reselarch wi t h . _ _
Education to |[PFhambée Bewdwedll change the world. By givin
Conser vat iy gayden, pictured on the front cover, our undivided attention, listening to their ideas

13551 W. St a eanq?qugstio{ls, nurturing their need for community., fos’Fering the_ir interest in the . .
Oak Harbor . HNAad g2l worl d, and facilitating opportuniti
41-989-8070 ( vo il cRirders Club (OYBC) allows us to engage young people on a regular basis, making all
41-89-8363 (f apx thoseelements of success possible. And if you desire proof that this approach works,
www. bsbo. or g thenread these quotes from letters of support we received from two of the earliest

members of the OYBC.
St aff Membeir S

. |, Of the OYBC founding members, four of the
Ki mberly Kauflman . . . .
Executive Dirpe gqQmymunity as a career, and all of us continue as nature lovers in our free time.
_ There is important value in the OYBC beyond its powerful ability to enable young
Mark Shiel dcafs ‘Pédple from diverse backgrounds to start careers in science. Ohio and our country
Research Directo . L. . .
| desperately need a public that values our natural communities and are invested in
Laura Guerar ld environmental health. This includes everyone, not just scientists. | firmly believe
Education Di rle gfigarizations like the OYBC are vital for fostering that appreciation and value in the
Jason Guerarg ! ives of everyone, regardless of their chos
Outreach Dir 4ct Br Auriel Fornier, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Mississippi State University,

) Coastal Research and Extension
As hl i Gorbetl
Banding ProjectISNManager . .
fi | owe my confidence as a birder, student ,

Ryan Jacob | encouragement|received and empowerment | experienced as an active OYBC

Staff Ornith °|' erhBel. 1 firmly believe that without the support and opportunities provided by the
Jasmine Cupp, OYBC | would not have become the scientist
CommunicationSIMrScatroah Wi nni cki, Masterb6s Student , Kansas

. 1 .
Ki mber | Mc Ri‘t ¢ h o .
N ; tmu re ; gty or § Iflla ﬁVQ Igeélphed out to Sarah and Dr. Fornier in the hopes that they would write letters of

support for a major grant application we were working on. What we got was so much
Board of Di lenfoly%r.s The |etters were so movi ng that we fe
Karen Fraker before Wec“J_d ever submitted the appl_i cati on.
Chair | statements about the impact of this program that we added two full pages to this
newsletter so that we could share them in their entirety with our members. Please be
Randy Kreage b sure to read these letters on page 10 & 11.
Vice Chair
Mi chel | e KI enjeoursupportfor BSBO helped us make this kind of impact on the lives of young
Treasurer | people like Jayden, Sarah, and Auriel. As you read their letters--and all the other great

Rob Ri work summarized in this newsletter--l hope youdl |l share in the
pma 4 o ) . .

Secretary astonishing amount of good the BSBO team accomplishes thanks to caring people like

) l you. With your continued support, weol/ kee

'Jj'irme%te‘:rri | young people. Wedll keep changing the world

Craig Cal dweyl |

Anni e Crar yl_ Enjoy the beauty of the season,
Joe Komorowsp

Charity Kruege y
Barry McEwen]l HAw 7
Tom Pal mer

Ram Ramamurt rl

y
George Sydl owsKki.
Margy Tru mbuv‘ | Kimberly Kaufman
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Spring migration in northwestern Ohio draws over s -
90,000 visitors. Birders come to the area to see an A gpeclal Thankg to our Feshval
invasion of colorful little warblers, and the 2018 Biggest parfnerg’ Leaderg 8 Driverg.

Week In American Birding was no exception. Birding

was phenomenal during thisQpongore, Tour Company Partnere,

The Biggest Week has hosted birders from all 50 states, Vendore and Volunteere, for a
from 52 countries, and six continents. The annual - -

impact to the area from birders is $40 million and guceggfu' feghval in 2018'
counting!

Here at Black Swamp Bird Observatory, we are already QAVE THE DATEQ!

planning to make the 10th anniversary of The Biggest

Week In American Birding the best yet. DOn'f migg ihg migl'aﬁon!

For 20196s festival, there WiIICe@e‘bro@in@T‘ﬁéBié@és’rWéeﬁ’%entatiOn

by Kenn Kaufman to introduce his new book, A Season

h ind. The book i heduled to b blished i
IZlIt?e[Ai):/iVI/ 501;—. E! S?e?as:JSnSgn (;:“/7;'J ;///;?/fe(:ltslrjeslssp?inglln 1 th AN N ’ VE RSA R Y’

migration in northwestern Ohio and The Biggest Week!

Also new for 2019, Sabrewing Nature Tours will be
schedulingathree-day trip to see Kirt./|
This new event is still in the planning stages, so look

for updates on our website.

For information on registration, volunteering, tours, and
new events for Black Swamp Bir_d Obse"vlyAMERICANBlRDl%G
Week In American Birding, check
biggestweekinamericanbirding.com. You can also visit
bsbo.org and signup for eNews updates as well!

Happy birding! See you at the 10th anniversary of The MGY 3 = 1 21 201 9

Biggest Week In American Birding!

www.biggestweekinamericanbirding.com

Join us in Northwest Ohio -

“The Warbler Capital of the World”
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et VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY

In August, Black Swamp Bird long celebration for volunteers. Thank

Observatory held its annual volunteer you so much for the hard work you

picnic. This year 6shayeileadyputinvMasy Betltd'r e t han

a picnic; it was a celebratory Volunteer

Appreciation Day. Staff then recognized v
anniversaries and presented them with

Volunteers were invited to start the day a patch for the new volunteer

at 8AM at Howard Marsh Metropark for  recognition program. Each milestone (1

a hike led by field guide author and year, 5 years, 10 years, 15 years, etc.)

Black Swamp Bird Observatory will be marked with a recognition patch.

volunteer Kenn Kaufman and student

members of BSBOO&s Ofhiesvoldheersmino hBve bedrewitls

Club. After the hike, volunteers made BSBO since its inception were present at

their way back to the Black Swamp Bird the volunteer day. Vic Harder, Lois

Observatory headquarters where the Harder, and Joe Komorowski were
Research Team held a bird banding recognized for their 26 years of service
demonstration and members of the to BSBO and given milestone patches

Education and Outreach Departments  for their service.
held a meet and greet.

Awards were then handed out for
After everyone got started on lunch, Conservation Service and Volunteer of
BSBO Executive Director Kim Kaufman the Year. Shieldcastle Awards
shared some exciting volunteer news. (Volunteer of the Year) were presented
Mary Beth Wielgopolski has taken on to Jack and Cathy Burris and Brad
the role of Volunteer Coordinator. Mary  Winke. Conservation Service Award
Bethodés first pr oj ecrecipiengssvereBPaplealozdrioargl t h e
volunteer picnic into a multifaceted day- Delores Cole.

BLACK SWAMP BIRD OBSERVATORY
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For exemplary service to the
cause of bird conservation
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77" CONSERVATION REPORT

By Conservation Committee member Steve Pollick tried without success to negotiate a compromise. The issue
and other issues regarding sophisticated radar systems are

The BSBO Conservation Committee has maintained a high now headed into that begin Sept. 24 in Columbus.

energy pace on many fronts, particularly in regard to its

most critical issue, that of conservation of birds and bats in  On a related note, the Ohio Sierra Club and Ohio

the face of several proposed massive wind farms. Without Environmental Council continue unquestioned support of

further ado: wind power as an alternative to fossil fuel without
challenging demonstrable wildlife (bird and bat killings)

, %%s# 1 T) AAAOAAEAO b @npads ghuibigs arrays.

This six-turbine project in central Lake Erie off Cleveland 1 N€& Commi tteeb6s Steve Pollick,
woul d be North Americads fi {ndependent shargighutfal.Op-Edtp the Bladein g
project and doubtless would pave the way for thousands of "€SPonse to a pointed LEEDCo OpEd in that newspaper.

turbines across the Great Lakes and rest of the continent. - E E D C 0-&dstoologim pointedly at BSBO for _

The science and conservation of wildlife must be done questioning lcebreakero6s impact
right, which is BSBO6s uny.i E;%lgplfsrheg on sqcigl ppedia, so it may have a wider

Committee members plan to attend an Ohio Power Siting
Board adjudicatory hearing re-scheduled for September 24.
They both testified earlier at an OPSB public hearing in
Cleveland in behalf of sound science and strict oversight
applied rigorously to Icebreaker.

Also, the National Audubon Society appears to be
hardening its stance in questioning the validity of LEEDCo/
Icebreaker as a result of BSBO challenges.

%$0 2A1T AxAAI AO 4EI AAO

A telling article in the Sept. 7 Cleveland Plain Dealer

indicates that BSBGled concerns are being heard. A This is a wind-turbine facility in Paulding County owned by
summary said in part: The staff of the Ohio Power Siting EDP Renewables, known as Timber Road I, in which BSBO
Board has recommended that the six wind turbines the is able to analyze mortality data. The data was provided to
Lake Erie Energy Development Corp. (LEEDCo) has BSBO after years of requests and meetings facilitated

proposed building 10 miles offshore operate only during between BSBO and EDP Renewables by Ohio Department
daylight hours for 10 months out of the year while experts  of Natural Resources. BSBO Conservation Committee
member and noted wind researcher, Dr. Shawn
Smallwood, is scheduled to complete an analysis. BSBO
filed a federal Freedom of Information Act request for this
data, which was rejected on the grounds that it might

Aii mpeded an ongoing federal i n\
Even while there was an investigation taking place, the
Ohio Power Siting Board approved an expansion of this
facility. Just one more major obstacle we face in protecting
birds and bats from the expansion of wind energy.

2APOAI EA 7ETA

An OPSB public hearing for this 58turbine project for as
been postponed with a new date unset. The Committee
has obtained massive amounts of information in the
applications, much of it on birds and bats. Our initial
review indicates much of the information is dated and
questionable, and the Committee plans to prepare case
comments for BSBO.

determine whether technology designed to detect bird and
bat collisions with the turbines is effective. LEEDCo has

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CONSERVATI ON EFFC

BLACK SWAMP BIRD OBSERVATORY
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Lucas County commissioners have endorsed the concept,
but a change of mayor in Toledo has slowed the city

The Committee plans to review data for Seneca Wind, o o
response, which is expected to be positive as well.

which would construct 85 units, according to OPSB. Both
these projects have generated widespread local

opposition. I AE ( AOAI ©/ O OAIOIEG OELDHA
C S A 00L COAL
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BSBOb6s proposal to control fer:
Member Ken Mauer has drafted proposed state wind- Harbor recently received increased impetus with a
energy legislation to address the complete and utter lack ~ complaint at a recent council meeting by Mil Greggila,
of regulation or wildlife review of massive single turbine Principal of the St. Boniface Elementary School.
projects in Ohio. With support from two Ohio lawmakers,
on Aug. 20 the Committee presented our draft to the Greggila reported that dozens of cats in a nearby colony
administration and staff of the Ohio Department of Natural ar e using the school 6s grassy |
Resources. litterbox. She said that the cats that are either friendly

enough or too sick (or have grave injuries with maggots
The discussion focused on tisible)todlee®ffen arespicked up bydhe Rds.sAlso, a
Memorandum of Understanding with LEEDCo as a school staff member left car windows down on a
template for future projects, and of the need to particularly hot day, only to discover when she arrived
substantially revise the ODNR pre- and post-construction ~ home that one of the cats had stowed away in her car.
monitoring protocols. BSBO is awaiting ODNR comments.

Committee members in attendance raised issues over
This action would change overall responsibility on wind human health concerns from feral cat colonies, of which
projects. the village has several. It was also noted that BSBO had

convened a working group and the group has presented

& @ A"ARO AI:/EO = JOIA A& 1OL the revised legislation to the Village Safety Committee. If
NN LA s z AL AL A oved,-a cat ordinance would be presented to Village
Ol EOE A O ) | EOEAO ggﬁ)ﬁ\@ expect Village Council to adopt this revised

legislation at a meeting this fall.

"3
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BSBO continues to build this program, to turn off lights in
and on tall buildings during bird m

[ ations, as fABird
Friendly Toledoo rather than as a AL

gr
ights Outo project
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BSBO continues to expand our efforts to

Ohio OYBC Regional Chapter Key: engage and empower young peop!e, and we
are thrilled to announce a new regional
[ Nw Chapeer chapter of our young birders program!
ed [ sW Chapeer
e NE Chigier P!ease help us to welcome the Ohlo_ Young
g Birders Club Southeast Chapter! This new
[ central Chapter chapter will help OYBC reach a broader
® Mijllersbyrg [ ] Holmes-Wayne County Chapter geographical range of young birders and
provide enriching experiences in nature.
- SE Chapter
If you are interested in joining the SW

Advisor team, contact Laura Guerard at
lauraguerard@bsbo.org.

So far this fall, BSBO has delivered During the month of October BSBOOG6s
programs to over 2,000 students. In education, outreach, and research

addition to many other groups and staff will host schools from the Toledo

schools, major programs included our area to deliver the acclaimed Wetland

participation i n flBvegtidaton detwdrlo (MWIN program)

Backyardo for all \8ithoudpartnéryat @tawaMNWR and t h

grade classes, the 57th Annual the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area. We

Conservation Field Day for Ottawa are fortunate to be able to offer these

County 5th grades, the annual BIG programs to students at no cost to

event (Believing In Girls) for Girls schools thanks to the support of . L o )
Scouts. BSBO members, donors, and grants. C2dNLK 3INF RS D2fdyUSSNR KS

WI &2y DdzSNI NREf RISKRI2L0@E K N2 yi 8
RdzNR y 3 bOELX 2NAY I | 2 dzN.

BLACK SWAMP BIRD OBSERVATORY



